PRESS RELEASE

SADC hosts meeting of Committee of Ministers of Justice/ Attorneys
General in Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe on 5th June 2026

26 May 2026, Gaborone, Botswana — The Southern African Development Community
(SADC), with support from the Republic of Zimbabwe, will host the Meeting of the
Committee of Ministers of Justice/ Attorneys General on 5th June 2026 in Victoria Falls,
Zimbabwe. The meeting aims to provide legal oversight and strategic guidance on
regional cooperation, governance and the harmonisation of laws among SADC Member
States. It will also review progress on various legal and institutional matters within the
region.

The Committee will consider a number of draft SADC legal instruments for
recommendation to the SADC Council of Ministers and Summit of Heads of State and
Government for consideration and approval.

The Honourable Mmamoloko Kubayi, Minister of Justice and Constitutional
Development of the Republic of South Africa, will preside over the meeting in her
capacity as Chairperson of the Committee of Ministers of Justice/ Attorneys General.

During the meeting, the Committee of Ministers of Justice/ Attorneys General will
deliberate on, among other matters, the following:

o the study on categories of matters that should be implemented through Protocols
and those that may be implemented through other SADC legal instruments;

o the re-operationalisation of the SADC Tribunal to ensure adherence to, and
proper interpretation of, the provisions of the SADC Treaty and its subsidiary
instruments;

e consideration and recommendation of judges for appointment to the SADC
Administrative Tribunal;

o the Draft Agreement Amending the SADC Treaty and recommending it to the
Council of Ministers for consideration and approval, and subsequently to Summit
for adoption;

o the Draft Charter Establishing the SADC Pharmaceuticals Pooled Procurement
Services, which seeks to establish an autonomous institution to coordinate
pooled regional procurement of medicines and health commodities in Southern



Africa, with the objective of reducing costs and improving access to essential
medicines among Member States;

e proposals to undertake a review of the SADC Protocol on Legal Affairs in areas
requiring revision and/or amendment; and

o the Draft Agreement Establishing the SADC Tourism UNIVISA, which aims to
provide procedures and conditions for the issuance of a SADC Tourism UNIVISA
for transit or tourism-related stays within the territories of participating State
Parties.

The Meeting of the Committee of Ministers of Justice/ Attorneys General will be
preceded by the Meeting of SADC Senior Legal Officials from Member States’ Ministries
of Justice/ Attorneys General, scheduled to take place from 1- 4 June 2026.

For enquiries:
Ms. Barbara Lopi, Head of Communication and Public Relations, email; blopi@sadc.int
or Mr. Letso S. Mpho, email Impho@sadc.int or email prinfo@sadc.int, email WhatsApp
+267 71640456

SADC in Brief

SADC is an organisation of 16 Member States established in 1980 as the Southern African Development
Coordinating Conference (SADCC) and later, in August,1992 transformed into the Southern African
Development Community (SADC). The mission of SADC is to promote sustainable and equitable
economic growth and socio-economic development through efficient, productive systems, deeper
cooperation and integration, good governance and durable peace and security; so that the region
emerges as a competitive and effective player in international relations and the world economy. Member
States are Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar,
Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe.
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