PRESS RELEASE

SADC deploys Emergency Response Team to Mozambique and South Africa to
support disaster response, following recent floods and extreme weather
conditions

24t January 2026, Gaborone, Botswana: The Southern African Development Community
(SADC) has deployed its Emergency Response Team (ERT) to support the Governments of
Mozambique and South Africa, following recent floods and extreme weather conditions that
have resulted in loss of lives, destruction of infrastructure and disruptions of essential
services.

The deployment of the SADC ERT, as part of the SADC’s regional disaster response
mechanisms, is aimed at supporting Government-led efforts in Member States that have
been severely affected by disasters.

The SADC ERT will be on the ground in Mozambique and South Africa from 23 to 31
January 2026, providing support to national authorities in emergency response, early
recovery operations, continuous monitoring of the situation and consolidation of a regional
humanitarian appeal, based on the evolving impact assessments.

Prolonged rainfall has resulted in river overflows, dam spillages, flash floods, and flooding of
low-lying areas across several Member States, including Eswatini, Malawi, Mozambique,
South Africa, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, with Mozambique and South Africa experiencing the
most severe impacts and requiring humanitarian assistance. As of October 2025, over one
million people have been affected by the floods across several Member States, with some
communities displaced and some people losing their lives, underscoring the urgent need for
a coordinated regional response to support affected communities.

In Mozambique, flooding has impacted central and southern regions, notably Gaza, Maputo,
Sofala, Inhambane, and Manica provinces, prompting the Government of Mozambique to
declare a Red Alert on 16 January 2026 and has appealed for humanitarian assistance. In
South Africa, the Government declared a State of National Disaster on 18 January
2026 following severe flooding in Limpopo and Mpumalanga provinces.

In response to the situation in the SADC region the SADC Humanitarian and Emergency
Operations Centre (SHOC), which is mandated to coordinate regional disaster
preparedness, response and early recovery, is working closely with the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), national disaster response and
coordination structures, international partners such as the International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and the United Nations Disaster Assessment
and Coordination (UNDAC) mechanism, to support Government-led national response
efforts.



The SADC ERT will support the Governments of Mozambique and South Africa by
establishing a clear and comprehensive understanding of the humanitarian situation,
response capacities, and priority needs, and to advise on how SADC can best provide
targeted regional response. These efforts aim to ensure an effective, coordinated and timely
humanitarian response to the flood impacts affecting the country

For enquiries: Ms. Barbara Lopi, Head of Communication and Public Relations, email;
blopi@sadc.int, Mr. Anderson Banda, Director of SHOC) email; bandaa@sadc.int; Ms.
Nana Dlamini Head of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Unit at the SADC Secretariat on
email ndlamini@sadc.int with a copy to prinfo@sadc.int

SADC is an organisation of 16 Member States established in 1980 as the Southern African Development Coordinating
Conference (SADCC) and later, in August,1992 transformed into the Southern African Development Community (SADC).
The mission of SADC is to promote sustainable and equitable economic growth and socio-economic development
through efficient, productive systems, deeper cooperation and integration, good governance and durable peace and
security; so that the region emerges as a competitive and effective player in international relations and the world
economy. Member States are Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia,
and Zimbabwe.
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