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PRESS RELEASE 
 
SADC TO HOLD A VIRTUAL EXTRA ORDINARY SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE 
AND GOVERNMENT ON 2nd FEBRUARY 2024 ON THE CHOLERA SITUATION IN 
THE REGION 
 
30 January 2024, Gaborone, Botswana: The Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) will hold a virtual Extra Ordinary Summit of Heads of State and 
Government on 2nd February 2024 to discuss the cholera situation in the SADC region. 

The Extra Ordinary Summit will among others, receive and consider the report 
regarding the cholera situation in some Member States, the state of preparedness of 
SADC Member States, and responses to the cholera outbreaks in the Member States. 

The Extra-ordinary Summit which will be chaired by the SADC Chairperson, His 
Excellency, João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço, President of the Republic of Angola, 
comes against a background of a multi-country outbreak of cholera that some SADC 
Member States have experienced recently. 

The fight against cholera aligns with the African Regional Framework for the 
Implementation of the Global Strategy for Cholera Prevention and Control, 2018 - 
2030. This Framework  supports the new global strategy for cholera control at the 
country level, providing a definitive pathway towards a world where cholera no longer 
poses a threat to public health. 
 
The Extraordinary SADC Summit was preceded by the following meetings.  
 

• 27 January 2024: Extraordinary Meeting of the Committee of SADC Ministers 
of Health with technical support from the World Health Organization (WHO), 
United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) for Eastern and 
Southern Africa and the Africa Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa 
CDC) 
 

• 29 January 2024: Extraordinary Meeting of the SADC Council of Ministers 

 
The SADC Summit is responsible for the overall policy direction and control of 
functions of the Community, ultimately making it the policy-making institution of SADC.  
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Media enquiries- SADC Secretariat 
Ms. Barbara Lopi, Head of Communication and Public Relations, email; 
blopi@sadc.int  or Innocent Mbvundula email imbvundula@sadc.int or Letso Mpho 
email, lmpho@sadc.int  with a copy to prinfo@sadc.int 
 
 
Media enquiries- Government of Angola 
Mr. Joao Fernando De Brino Demba, the SADC National Media Coordinator and 
Director of Institucional Information and Communication -  Ministry of 
Telecommunication, Information Technologies and Social Communication, email: 
joao.demba@minttics.gov.ao/joao.demba@gmail.com; telephone, +244 923 718 959 
…………….………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
SADC in Brief 
 
SADC is an organisation of 16 Member States established in 1980 as the Southern African 
Development Coordinating Conference (SADCC) and later, in August,1992 transformed into the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC). The mission of SADC is to promote sustainable 
and equitable economic growth and socio-economic development through efficient, productive systems, 
deeper cooperation and integration, good governance and durable peace and security; so that the 
region emerges as a competitive and effective player in international relations and the world economy. 
Member States are Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  
 
Issued by the SADC Secretariat         30th January 2024 
Gaborone, Botswana 
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