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Introductionl

In defining the concept of liberation, it is necessary to point out that the essence of
liberation is freedom. In his Lectures on the Philosophy of History, Hegel stresses that «...the
History of the World is none other than the progress of the consciousness of freedom .2 In
order to understand how the consciousness of freedom unfolds itself, liberation has to be
conceptualized as a process. This phenomenon is well elaborated by Julius Nyerere:
Liberation is a historical process. It is not a single action which can be completed and
have that completion celebrated annually . And for Africa liberation has four aspects
or stages . First is freedom from colonialism and racialist minority rule; and second,
is freedom from external economic discrimination; third is freedom from poverty
and from injustice and oppression imposed upon Africans by Africans. And fourth is
mental freedom — an end to the mental subjugation which makes Africans look upon
other peoples or other nations as inherently superior and their experiences as being
automatically transferable to Africa’s needs and aspirations.3

Obviously, only the first phase of the struggle has so far been accomplished . While African
countries are currently struggling with the second phase of the liberation struggle, none has
embarked on either of the last two phases . Meanwhile, without effective ‘accomplishment
of the preceding phase, subsequent phases cannot be tackled effectively..

The history of the accomplished phase needs to be documented in order to uncover its
dynamics and antecedents for posterity . In the specific case of Tanzania, a comprehensive
documentation of the contribution of individuals and the country.as a whole to the liberation
struggle in southern Africa is still lacking . This is-a significant lacuna in the history of the
country, which this chapter attempts to address.

This chapter discusses the role and contribution of Tanzania to the liberation struggles in
southern Africa from 1961 to 1994 It is divided into four parts. The first part introduces the
study . It highlights its objectives, methodology, and conceptual framework . The second
documents the role and contribution of Tanzania to the liberation struggle in southern Africa
from oral sources supplemented by archival and contemporary sources. The third discusses
various issues arising out of the efforts of the masses and the political leadership in Tanzania,
to mobilize international support for the cause of the liberation struggle in southern Africa.
The fourth part is a conclusion.

(1) The Research Team consisted of Prof. A.J. Temu, Team Leader; Prof. I.N. Kimambo, Department of History,
University of Dar es Salaam, Project Consultant; Mr N.Z. Reuben, The Open University of Tanzania Associate
Researcher on the Project; Mr E.C.J. Tarimo, Lecturer, The Open University of Tanzania; Mrs H.S. Simpassa,
Lecturer, The Open University of Tanzania; Ms. S. Seme, Lecturer, State University of Zanzibar; MrJ.M. Kanuwa,
Lecturer, The Open University of Tanzania; Mrs N. Kinunda, Assistant Lecturer, Dar es Salaam University College
of Education; Mrs E. Kessi, Assistant Lecturer, Dar es Salaam University College of Education; and Mr H.M.
Machangu, Assistant Lecturer, Dar es Salaam University College of Education.

(2) Hegel, G. Lectures on the Philosophy of History. 1837. As cited in http//www.class.uidaho.edu.

(3) Nyerere, J.K. “Address Delivered to the Convocation of Ibadan University, Nigeria,” 17 November 1976.


http://www.class.uidaho.edu/
http://www.class.uidaho.edu/
http://www.class.uidaho.edu/
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The focus of the chapter is on oral interviews recording the memories and experiences of
various groups who witnessed the role that Tanzania played in the struggle . The oral data
was supplemented by archival and contemporary records . The targeted social categories
included current and former political leadership, members of the defence force, and those
who provided support to the freedom fighters, such as peasants, urban dwellers, and
intellectuals . In collecting the oral data, the country was divided into regions, as follows:
Arusha, Dar es Salaam, Dodoma, Iringa, Kilimanjaro, Mbeya, Morogoro, Mtwara, Lindi,
Ruvuma, and Zanzibar .

Background

Tanganyika began to contribute to the liberation struggle of oppressed and colonized
people before its independence in 1961 .4 The assistance coincides with the nationalist
struggle waged from the 1950s by the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) on the
mainland and the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP) in Zanzibar . TANU, the first truly African
nationalist political party in Tanganyika, aimed at seeking independence from Britain
through popular elections and its founding father and leader for over three decades was
Julius Kabarage Nyerere, popularly known as Mwalimu . Hitherto, there were Welfare and
Tribal Associations essentially aimed at improving the lives of members . TANU was a
broad, mass based movement led by a small elite . This origin gained its popularity across
the length and breadth of the country, so much that it won a series of electoral victories in
1958, 1959, and 1960, before achieving independence on 9 December 1961 . The attempt of
the British colonial government to transform the territory into a multi-racial society through
an electoral process based on racial parity in the elections leading to independence, in order
to entrench indefinitely a white supremacy political order, was defeated when TANU won
all the seats.

TANU readily shared with other liberation movements its nationalist experiences and
skills before and after the independence of Tanganyika . In the TANU Constitution was
enshrined the principle of “cooperation with all the political parties in Africa engaged in the
liberation of the entire African Continent ”>5 As Cleopa Msuya put it in an interview, the
philosophy which stated inter alia, ““Africa is one and all Africans are our brothers” was the
driving force for our support for the liberation struggle; the other driving force being
Nyerere’s commitment to the cause of liberation . Julius K. Nyerere, the founder of TANU,
shouldered the responsibility

(4) Even before Tanganyika achieved independence, TANU activists were receiving and sheltering political
refugees from Congo Leopoldville (DRC), Burundi, and South Africa: See interviews with Binti Omari Baluwena,
former TANU Regional Chairperson for Kigoma, 17 May 2007; Ms. Moody Jackson (Mama Mzungu), 11 May
2007; Hon. Kingunge Ngombale Mwiru, 29 May 2007. TANU and the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP) in Zanzibar were
among the founders and active members of PAFMECA and later the Pan-African Freedom Movement of Eastern,
Central and Southern Africa (PAFMECSA). ASP worked closely with FRELIMO in prosecuting the liberation
struggle in Mozambique before and after the Zanzibar Revolution on 12 January 1964.

(5) TANU. Katiba ya Tanganyika African National Union. Dar es Salaam: Makao Makuu ya TANU, 1967: p.2.
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of liberation on the Tanzanian, African, and international platforms .”6 Under his leadership,
TANU cultivated and nurtured contacts with other nationalist parties in Africa . For
instance, TANU co-operated with the Kenya African National Union (KANU) in Kenya, the
Uganda People’s Congress (UPC) in Uganda, and the United National Independence Party
(UNIP) in Zambia . Furthermore, immediately upon its formation, TANU began to offer
sanctuary to cadres and leaders of nationalist movements. In February 1957, TANU assisted
in uniting the African Association and the Shirazi Association in Zanzibar to form a united
and broad based nationalist front in the name of the Afro—Shirazi Party (ASP), to strengthen
the nationalist struggle against British colonialism and Arab domination, in Zanzibar. TANU
worked closely with UPRONA in Burundi, raised funds to support KANU leaders during
the Mau Mau rising, and provided guidance, material, and technical support to UNIP in
Zambia and to the Malawi Congress Party (MCP) in Malawi .7

When Tanganyika attained independence in 1961, TANU proclaimed unwavering support
for the liberation struggle .8 Nyerere, like Nkrumah of Ghana, considered the independence
of his country meaningless if it was not accompanied by the independence of other
countries in Africa . Sheikh Abeid Amani Karume, the first President of the ASP and Chair
of the Revolutionary Council of Zanzibar, shared these sentiments . He said, “We have to
join hands to assist other African countries which are still under colonial rule and racial
discrimination and unite our continent because Africa is one .9 In pursuit of the objective of
African Unity, on the eve of Tanganyika’s independence, Nyerere openly declared his
willingness to delay the independence of his country until the other two mainland East
African countries, Kenya and Uganda, got their independence . At one level, this was
strategic thinking: Nyerere knew that it was easier for ‘African countries to unite
immediately before independence rather than afterwards . At another level, this position
demonstrated Tanganyika’s commitment to Pan-Africanism.

The concern for the liberation and unity of Africa provides the thread that runs through
the contemporary history of Tanzania . In an address to the TANU National Conference on
16 October 1967, Mwalimu Nyerere said,

(6) Interview with Hon. Cleopa D. Msuya, Former Minister of Finance and Prime Minister of the URT, (Mwanga,
Kilimanjaro) April2007; Similar remarks were made by Ambassador CharlesS. Kileo, (Dar es Salaam) 29 January
2008; and Hon. Pius Msekwa, National Vice Chairman of the Ruling Party, CCM, (Party’s Sub-Head Office,
Lumumba Street, Dar es Salaam) June 2008.

(7) Interviews with Bhoke I. Munanka, 16 February 2007; Mwiru, 29 May 2007; Brig. Gen. (Rtd) Hashim I. Mbita,
26 April 2008, 25 May 2008, and 28 May 2008; George C. Kahama, May 2007; Walter Bgoya, (Dar es Salaam)
August 2008.

(8) The roots of the nationalist struggle in Africa can be traced to the Pan-African Movement, whose origins
in the New World are linked with the struggles of African slaves for emancipation. See George Padmore. Pan —
Africanism or Communism? London: Dobso, 1956.

(9) ZNA/BA/68/2 op.cit.; See also interview with Mr Athuman Hemed Nyuni, 10 April 2007; Mr Borafya Juma
Silima, 12 April 2007 and Mama Fatma Karume at Maisara, Zanzibar, on 23 October 2008.
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While our concern with world events is real and important, the events of Africa are
even greater and of more direct relevance to us . Total African liberation and total
African unity are the objectives of our party and our government .10

The Arusha Declaration on 5 February 1967 reaffirmed Tanzania’s position to co- operate
with other political parties from other states to bring about African Unity.11 Concern for
African Unity was not an end in itself; the founders of the OAU considered it as the most
reliable and quickest means towards the second phase of the liberation struggle, namely
economic independence.12
The TANU Guidelines of 1971 were very clear on Tanzania’s commitment to the total
liberation of Africa . It was stated:
The second important aspect of our foreign policy is to strengthen relations with, and
co-operate in supporting, genuine liberation movements in Africa. We have said earlier
that our own Party is still a liberation movement in the vanguard struggle against
colonialism and imperialism . By strengthening our co-operation, in-the knowledge
that their war is our war, we shall double our strength in bringing about the total
liberation of Africa.l3

These principled positions provided the raison détre and praxis for Tanganyika and TANU
to provide a home and training bases for nationalist movements fighting for the
independence of their respective countries . Tanganyika also provided homes for refugees
fleeing white oppression, providing them with support and training . So did Zanzibar under
ASP leadership . The Zanzibar Revolution in January 1964, and the subsequent formation
of the union between Tanganyika and Zanzibar in April 1964, not only radicalized the
peoples of Tanzania, it also strengthened their resolve to support and fight for the liberation
of southern African countries, and of others yet under colonial rule.14 By February 1970, the
OAU Liberation Committee, established by the OAU in 1963, had recognized the ANC,
PAC, ZAPU, ZANU, MPLA, FNLA, FRELIMO, PAIGC, SWAPO, FLCS (Djibouti), and
MOLINACO (Comoros);15

all these liberation movements had representatives in Dar es Salaam.16 Tanzania

(10) URT. Tanzania Policy on Foreign Affairs: Address by the President Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere at the Tanganyika
African National Union National Conference,16 October 1967. Dar es Salaam: Information Services Department:
See p. 8; Nyerere, Julius K. Freedom and Socialism. Dar es Salaam: Oxford University Press, 1968: See p.373.

(11) TANU. The Arusha Declaration and Policy on Socialism and Self-Reliance. Dar es Salaam: Publicity Section:
Seep.2.

(12) Youlou, President of Congo Brazaville. Speech given during Proceedings of the Founding OAU Summit
Meeting. Addis Ababa: 25 May 1963.

(13) TANU Information Centre. Guidelines. Dar es Salaam: Government Press, 1971: See pp.5-6.

(14) Kileo. 29 January 2008.

(15) African National Congress of South Africa (ANC), Pan African Congress of South Africa (PAC), Zimbabwe
African People’s Union (ZAPU), Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU), Movimento Popular de Libertacao
de Angola (MPLA), National Front for the Liberation of Angola (FNLA), Mozambique Liberation Front, Frente da
Libertacao de Mocambique, (FRELIMO), African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde, Partido
Africano da Independéncia da Guiné e Cabo Verde (PAIGC), South West African People’s Organization (SWAPO),
Front for the Liberation of the Somali Coast (FLCS of Djibouti), and Mouvement pour la Liberation des Comoroes
( MOLINACO of the Comoro Islands).

(16) OAU, Coordinating Committee for the Liberation of Africa. “Minutes of the Sixteenth Session.” Moshi,
Tanzania: February 1970.
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encouraged the formation of broad based liberation movements. For example, Justice Joseph
Sinde Wariobarecalled:

Myself and Hashim Mbita were members of an International Commission which
investigated the causes for the assassination of ZANU Chairman, Herbert Chitepo in
1974 . We found out that the assassination was the result of ethnic differences within
the Liberation Movement .17

The first Executive Secretary of the OAU Liberation Committee, Ambassador Sebastian
Chale, advisedliberationmovementsstrugglingtoachievetheindependence of the same
country to form a coalition front and settle their differences after the defeat of the common
enemy . He noted:

The greatest danger of the liberation movements going it alone instead of creating a
united front was that energy, time, and money were being wasted . Since its inception
at Addis Ababa in 1963, the Committee has attached the greatest importance
to harnessing political forces into single units to speed liberation and recently
the Secretariat held talks with the leaders of FRELIMO and UDENAMO with
this in mind.18

Tanzania set up military camps for training freedom fighters from southern Africa and
offered them secure rear bases for armed struggle,19 while consolidating its defence forces
to secure those rear bases and its national frontiers .20 At the same time, refugees escaping
persecution from colonial and racist oppression were accommodated in settlements and
camps where they engaged in economic and social activities .21 Tanzania also hosted their
créches and schools.

There is evidence that prior to independence in 1961, Tanganyika offered sanctuary to
members of the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa . In 1960, Frene
Genwalla, an ANC member, came to Dar es Salaam to meet Julius Nyerere, the Chief Minister
of the Responsible Government, to request asylum for Oliver Tambo and other ANC cadres
who had fled from South Africa after the Boers had banned the ANC, the Pan African
Congress (PAC), and the Communist Party . Nyerere immediately sought assurance for their
safety from Governor Richard Turnbull, and paved the way for them to receive sanctuary in
Tanganyika. Genwalla said:

(17) Interview with Justice Joseph Sinde Warioba, (Dar es Salaam) 14 February 2007.

(18) Tanganyika Standard, 3 August 1965.

(19) The Government was constantly and consistently taking comprehensive measures to enhance security within
and around areas of liberation activities — S. Tunginie, Principal Secretary, PMO, to Inspector General of Police,
in PMC/P.30/\Vol.2/336, dated 2/3/86; PMC/P.30/\VVol.2/23, dated 25/5/1990; Memo by Capt. M.M. Kimario,
Commanding Officer, Farm 17, on “Resolution of the Security Problems of FRELIMO in Tanzania” in Ibid.
Tanzania supported recourse to armed struggle when it became obvious that this was the only means to change.
(20) Interviews with Gen (Rtd) M. S.H. Sarakikya, the first CDF, Arusha , 10 April 2007; C.Y. Mgonja, former
Cabinet Minister, Regional Commissioner and TANU Secretary, Mtwara Region, Regional Commissioner and
CCM Secretary, Tabora Region, Same, 13 April 2007.

(21) Sites and Monuments identified from field research: Camps, offices, residential houses, graves, etc. Army
Archives. File Number: PMC/P.30/1 /Vol.2/23.
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... in 1960 I needed to inform (Julius Nyerere) that in less than 24 hours, the Deputy
President of the recently banned ANC, Oliver Tambo, and other leaders would be
arriving in his country to seek sanctuary, and to appeal to him to intervene and to
ensure that the British government would not deport them and return them to
South Africa, from which they had just escaped.

It was in the evening when | found the leader in a meeting of his national executive
committee. He immediately left the meeting and in a short time obtained the necessary
assurances from the British Governor, Sir Richard Turnbull . The next day, with the
arrival of Oliver Tambo, the ANC had found a home in exile.

Nyerere’s ready response to our appeal helped to shape the struggle for this country’s
liberation and the course followed by other liberation movements.22

Nyerere correctly considered apartheid South Africa as the“blackbox” of the liberation
struggle in southern Africa .23 It is not without interest that immediately after the
independence of Tanganyika, Nyerere stopped timber exports to South Africa, closed down
the Witwatersrand Native Labour Authority branch in Tanganyika, and banned the
recruitment of Tanganyikan labour to work in the mines of South Africa, the economic costs
to his country, notwithstanding . At the same time he nominated Chief Albert Luthuli for the
Nobel Peace Prize, and joined Trevor Huddleston to found the British based Anti-Apartheid
Movement to mobilize world opinion against colonial oppression and apartheid .24 The
choice of Britain as the base for such a movement was clear . Britain was South Africa’s
largest trading partner and the largest investor in that country .25 In.December 1961, he
informed the Commonwealth that to allow apartheid South Africa to remain a member
would be a vote to exclude independent Tanganyika.26

Similarly, Nyerere knew that a successful struggle against apartheid and hence
colonialism in southern Africa, could only be waged under the banner of African Unity.
Nyerere was one of the founding Heads of State of the Organization of African Unity (OAU)
in 1963 . At its founding Summit Conference in Addis Ababa, he committed Tanganyika to
the total liberation of Africa.

(22) Genwalla, Frene. Speech to the National Assembly. Cape Town, 20 October 1999. A year later, O.R. Tambo
organized the recruitment of twenty-one Nurses to come and work in Tanganyika on contract. Interviews with
Edith Madenge and Moody Jackson, May 2007.

(23) Interview with Justice Joseph S. Warioba, Former Attorney General, Prime Minister and First Vice President
of the URT, 14 February 2007; Remarks by Prof. Magubane, Review Workshop, Pretoria, February 2008; the policy
of the US State Department was to maintain white minority regimes in southern Africa as a strategy of protecting
the long term interests of Imperialism. According to Sergio Vieira, former Personal Assistant to President Machel,
Neto maintained that Mozambique and Angola would never have peace until South Africa is free from apartheid
rule - Interface Meeting, June 2007.

(24) Genwala, Frene. Speech to the National Assembly. (Cape Town) 20 October 1999.

(25) Ibid.

(26) Interview with Hon. Dr John S. Malecela, (Dar es Salaam) 24 November 2008.
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We in Tanganyika are prepared to die a little for the final removal of the humiliation
of colonialism from the face of Africa ... the humiliating truth is that Africa is not free
and therefore it is Africa which should take the necessary collective measures to free
Africa. Thisis the clear and serious message that should go from this conference to the
Security Council .27

Nyerere’s remarks were partly in response to the call made earlier by President Ahmed Ben
Bella of Algeria:
So let us all agree to die a little, or even completely, so that the peoples still under
colonial domination may be freed and African Unity may not be a vain word .28

Ben Bella’s stand was certainly informed by the experience of his own country, where an
armed struggle was waged in order to secure political freedom from France. On the contrary,
having successfully led his country to political freedom through political negotiations,
Nyerere was a firm believer in the need and importance of a peaceful liberation process in
southern Africa . This is quite apparent from the political as well as economic measures he
took in relation to the apartheid political system in South Africa in the early 1960s .
Unfortunately, however, his position was forced to change following dramatic developments
in southern Africa with regard to colonialism and apartheid from the 1960s . Portugal was
unwilling to grant political power to the African majority in the colonies of Mozambique,
Angola, Sao Tome and Principe, Guinea Bissau, and the Cape Verde Islands as Portugal
regarded these colonies as “Overseas Provinces” . In 1965, lan Smith declared unilateral
independence from Britain for the white minority settlers in Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe),
while the colonial power watched as a “toothless bull dog.” This stance is not surprising as,
according to Dr Malecela, when the Rhodesian Prime Minister, Sir Edgar Whitehead,
addressed the UN Decolonisation Committee in 1962, he said that he expected the
country to achieve independence after a thousand years .29 The South African apartheid
regime strengthened its racial policies by banning the ANC and the PAC in 1961 . It also
consolidated its illegal occupation of Namibia and intensified economic, political, and
military support to the Portuguese colonies and Southern Rhodesia in order to create a
buffer zone with independent African States to the north . Given this scenario, armed
struggle became the only means to achieve the desired political change in southern Africa.
According to Nyerere:
In Mozambique, Angola, and Portuguese Guinea, the African people are being
governed by an external power which categorically rejects the principle of self-
determination . In Southern Rhodesia, the colonial power claims to accept the
principle of self-determination, but has utterly failed to assert its authority against a

(27) Nyerere, J.K. Speech in Proceedings of the Founding Summit, op.cit. See also Nyerere, J.K.. Freedom and
Unity, pp.215-216.

(28) Ibid.

(29) Interview with Hon. Dr John S. Malecela, op.cit. In fact, in a meeting with President Kaunda in 1970, the
British Prime Minister, Edward Heath, declared that Britain had no power to stop whatever action was taken in
Rhodesia by the White Minority Regime and that Britain was not prepared to go to war to impose settlement in
Rhodesia (LC/1/121. “Arms Sale South Africa.” F.40).
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racist minority which denies this principle . In South Africa the apartheid policy is
imposed on the Africans and other non-white peoples and maintained by the most
ruthless suppression . And the United Nations has failed to take any effective steps to
dislodge this same tyranny from South West Africa. In all these cases outside forces are
suppressing Africans and Africans are being humiliated and persecuted for being
what they are, black or coloured Africans!30

Besides political and human rights principles, there were two other reasons for Tanzania’s
involvement in the liberation struggle . Firstly, historical and blood ties justified the
provision of homes, material and moral support to those seeking refuge, both individually
and as national movements . The ancestors of the majority of the present inhabitants of
southern Tanzania originated from southern Africa. While the Makonde, Yao, and Makua
reside in southern Tanzania and Mozambique, the Ngoni of Tanzania are cousins of the
Nguni speaking people from South Africa whose dispersal in southern Africa was triggered
by Shaka’s Mfetsane wars in the 1820s.

Secondly, the people of southern Tanzania lived in constant fear as Portuguese
harassment and aggression increased, particularly from the onset of the liberation war by
FRELIMO . However, even prior to that, Portuguese soldiers used to cross Ruvuma River to
pursue, harass, and even kill Mozambicans seeking sanctuary among their relatives in
Tanganyika. M.M. Kalemaga indicated that in 1958, a Portuguese soldier who was fluent in
Yao and Makonde languages strolled along the banks of the Ruvuma River distributing guns
to the Makonde living in Newala District, Mtwara Region . He instructed them to shoot
anybody crossing the river from Mozambique. When the report was later confirmed by the
District Security Committee which investigated it, the colonial government took steps to
protect the people from Portuguese attacks .31 When in 1960, over 600 Mozambicans were
killed at Mueda for protesting against Portuguese colonial agricultural policy, many
Mozambicans fled to Tanganyika to join their relatives who were working in sisal plantations.
In the same year, Makonde of Tanganyika and Mozambique formed a social welfare society
known as Makonde African National Union (MANU) . It was transformed into a nationalist
organization in 1962, known as FRELIMO.32

Several Portuguese provocations causing death to Tanzanian citizens occurred across the
border . In 1966, a landmine laid by the Portuguese at Likuvi Village, Mahurunga Ward,
blew up, Killing three people and injuring several others. In 1971, another bomb blast in
Newala District, Mtwara Region, killed a family of four . In 1972, a Portuguese soldier was
caught with a map and a camera spying at Chitoholi in Newala District, while another, who
crossed the river to attack a detachment camp, was killed at Kitaya by soldiers of the Tanzania
People’s Defence Force (TPDF) when he refused to surrender . Surveillance Portuguese jet
fighters flying over the Tanzanian sky in order to frighten Tanzanians from helping
Mozambicans were more usual

(30) Nyerere, J.K. Address to the Convocation of the University of Toronto. Toronto, Canada: 2 October 1962.
(31) Interview with Martin M. Kalemaga, (Newala, Mtwara) 17 October 2006.
(32) TNA/1600/Registration Association.
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than rare . They flew along the Indian Ocean up to the Kikwetu sisal plantation in Lindi
Region in search of guerrilla camps and the refugee settlement at Rutamba, bombing
villages or dropping napalm bombs to burn down the villagers® farms. Portuguese acts of
aggression could not be tolerated .

These provocations on the southern border with Mozambique provided the immediate
cause for action to put into effect Tanzania’s long cherished principles of supporting the
liberation of the colonized peoples of Mozambique, whence the immediate threat came .
Mark Chona, a former Special Assistant to President Kaunda noted:

If Tanzania did not assist FRELIMO, the Portuguese could have moved north to
capture some parts of Tanzania and endanger the lives of many Tanzanians . If
Zambia did not stand up against the Portuguese in Angola or the Smith regime in
Rhodesia, the South African regime could move north to destabilize us. We could have
been like the Palestinians who were forcefully displaced in 1948.34

Emphasizing that Mozambicans and Tanzanians were one people, Nyerere stressed that an
injury done to Mozambicans was an injury done to Tanzanians:
A Makonde who lives north of Ruvuma is not different from the Makonde who
lives south of the river . A denial of freedom to one is denial of freedom to both. And
the Makonde born north of Ruvuma River is a Tanzanian . A denial of his freedom
is therefore a denial of all Tanzanians’ freedom . No Tanzanian is free when other
Tanzanians’ right to freedom is denied . No African is free while other Africans are
dominated by colonialism.35

A three pronged approach was adopted by the government . Firstly, the government
established detachment camps of the TPDF, along the southern border with Mozambique .
The then Vice President, Rashidi Kawawa, popularly known as “Simba wa Vita” (the Lion
of War), ordered Tanzanian soldiers to shoot down any Portuguese jet fighter which crossed
the border . Tanzania decided to give full support to Mozambique freedom fighters by
training them and providing them with military bases as well as social and economic
development settlements.36

Secondly, Tanzania declared the southern regions of Ruvuma, Mtwara, and Lindi
restricted areas to unauthorised aliens.37 Hon. Chediel Y. Mgonja, who served as the

(33) Interview with Omary Hassan, (Vigaeni, Mtwara) 11 December 2006.

(34) Interview with Mark Chona, a former Special Assistant to President Kaunda, at the Interface Meeting between
HMP Focal Points and Personal Assistants to the former Heads of State of Tanzania (Mwalimu J.K. Nyerere),
Botswana (Sir. Seretse Khama), Mozambique (Samora Machel), and Zambia (David Kenneth Kaunda), June 2007.
(35) Hanlan, Joseph. Mozambique: The Revolution Under Fire. London: Zedbook, 1984: See p.21.

(36) Interview with Mzee Rashidi Mfaume Kawawa, former TANU Vice President, Prime Minister and Second
Vice President, Defence Minister and CCM Secretary General, (at his Madale Residence in Dar es Salaam) 5
January 2007.

(37) Interviews with Mama Anna Abdalla, Former Regional Commissioner of Morogoro, 1975-1980, Cabinet
Minister, 1985-2005, (Dar es Salaam) 30 May 2008; Mgonja, op.cit; Gen (Rtd) Sarakikya, op.cit. Inhis interview,
Brig. Gen Hashim Mbita (Rtd) narrated how he led a TANU Delegation on a study tour to Romania in order to
study its experiences on national security. At the end of the study tour, he submitted a report in which, among
other recommendations, local residents were required to reportimmediately to the Ten Cell Leader any guest they
received in their families.
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Regional Commissioner (RC) of Mtwara Region from 1972 to 1975, recalls that it was a
very busy place in relation to the pursuit of the dream of African liberation . FRELIMO had
its Referral Hospital at Mtwara . Its cadres who were injured in battle were treated there .
Mtwara was also a transit centre to other military zones. Similarly,
Almost everybody had a bunker. In every public building, we constructed bunkers. It
was something new, but very impressive. Similarly, there were defence villages along
River Ruvuma. Although the villagers were not highly educated, they had a high level
of political consciousness which enabled them to identify themselves well with the
issue of liberation .38

Thirdly, the government began the mobilization of peasants in the southern regions of
Tanzania for compulsory militia training . 39 The training was later extended to the peasants
and urban peoples all over the country in the wake of the invasion of Guinea Conakry by
Portuguese mercenaries as a result of its firm and unwavering support to PAIGC fighting
for the liberation of Guinea Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands from Portuguese colonial rule
40 Trenches were dug and bunkers constructed in public institutions such as schools,
colleges, hospitals, government offices, and so forth in order to shelter people from enemy
attacks . By 1972/1973, a total of 3,962 peasants and urban dwellers in Ruvuma and
Mtwara Regions  were undergoing militia training . A total of 15,878 other people were
undergoing militia training in the rest of the country.41

The Table below shows the number of people who underwent militia training throughout
the country in 1972/1973 .

Table 1: Status of Militia Training 1972/197342

S/No. Region Trained Militia Trainees Trained
Leaders

1. Ruvuma 2800 211 142

2. Coast 8000 146 618

3. Bukoba 5878 0 50

4. Lindi 0 145 0

5. Tanga 0 0 0

6. Mtwara 1162 676 133

7. Mbeya 2000 430 0

8. Musoma 0 1125 0

(38) Interview with Mgonja, op.cit. After the liberation of Mozambique, FRELIMO handed over the hospital to
the Government of Tanzania. It is now serving as the Maternity Wing (FRELIMO Ward) of the Ligula Regional
Hospital.

(39) Interview with Mama Anna Abdalla, op.cit; Ngombale Mwiru, op.cit.

(40) Ibid.

(41) GSO Records: PMC/P.30/25.

(42) GSO Records: PMC/P.30/25.
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9. Kigoma 150 0 0
10. Iringa 500 0 0
Total 20490 2733 943

At the same time the government created the Tanganyika People’s Defence Force (TPDF)
following the disbandment of the Kings African Rifles in early 1964, and introduced
compulsory National Service training for school leavers and the general population,
particularly civil servants . Narrating his personal experience of the latter, Ambassador
Charles Kileorecalled:
I was inducted into the National Service in December 1966 . When | came out after
five months of basic training, | was posted to the Regions. From that time we became
Political Commissars of National Service . Even when we were at the University, we
were Political Commissars in the Armed Forces, not only of the National Service. 43

The task of the Political Commissars was to go to military camps, places of work, schools,
and other institutions, both on the mainland and in Zanzibar, to teach political education in
order to raise the political consciousness of the Armed Forces and the masses in general .
The TPDF, National Service, and the Militia played decisive roles in the process of putting
the entire nation on the right defence footing . According to Walter Bgoya, it was still
essential for the Party cadres to organize ideological classes in order to mobilize and win
the support of members of the civil service, many of whom believed that the Government was
wasting time and resources by supporting the liberation struggles in southern Africa .44 The
effects of the political mobilization carried out by the Political Commissars are obvious from
the memories of a former law student at the University College of Dar es Salaam:
I was the Student Leader at the University College of Dar es Salaam. When lan Smith
declared UDI in 1965, we organized an unauthorized demonstration to the City
Centre. We stoned the British Council Library along Makunganya Street. We lowered
the “Union Jack” from the British High Commission Building and burned it at the
Askari Monument .45

These steps were taken by Tanzania not only for self-defence, but also to mobilize the
villagers to receive and co-exist with refugees and freedom fighters . Freedom fighters were
settled in military camps and refugees in settlements . The TPDF was also prepared to
assume the position of training and fighting side by side with the freedom fighters .
Among the first were freedom fighters and refugees from Mozambique.

(43) Interview with Ambassador Charles S. Kileo, op.cit. In his interview, Walter Bgoya recalled that members
of TANU Study Group carried out the mobilisation work. Similar views were provided by Ambassador George
Liundi, (Dar es Salaam) 30 October 2008.

(44) Interview with Walter Bgoya, op.cit.

(45) Interview with Justice Joseph Sinde Warioba, op.cit.
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Military Training Camps:

Tanzania had been offering military training to liberation movements since the 1960s .
Movement cadres entered the country in different periods, either for training or in transit to
other countries for the same. The first camp was set up for FRELIMO cadres at Bagamoyo
in 1963 . The following year, it was transferred to Kongwa in Dodoma Region . The
Kongwa Camp served all the liberation movements whose cadres underwent military
training in Tanzania . Besides FRELIMO, they included the ANC, PAC, SWAPO, MPLA,
ZANU, and ZAPU . In the course of time, political and military reasons compelled the
Government of Tanzania and the OAU Liberation Committee to set up separate camps for
different liberation movements . In the case of the PAC, the number of its cadres undergoing
training in different camps in the country by 1983 was as detailed below:46

Table 2: Training of PAC Cadres in Tanzania, 1983

Liberation Movement Camp Location Number of Cadres
PAC Dar es Salaam 75

Chunya 88

Bagamoyo 34

Ruvu 14

Morogoro Health Centre 13

Mwanza 03

Itumbi 06
TOTAL: 233

General Security Office (GSO) Records show that the following numbers of cadres were
undergoing training in the country by June 1985:47

Table 3: Training of Liberation Movement Cadres in Tanzania, June 1985

Liberation Movement Country Number of Cadres
ANC South Africa 1,756

PAC Azania (South Africa) 249

SWAPO Namibia 90

TOTAL: 2,095

Tanzania played a key role in providing training opportunities to freedom fighters .
Military training included logistic operations . This involved reception, movement, storage,
and distribution of military equipment, food, office equipment, vehicles, and other supplies
to the freedom fighters .48 The logistic operations were

(46) GSO Record: COC/P.3/5/Vol.ll.
(47) File Number: COC/P.3/5/Vol.1/125,15 July 1985.
(48)Interview with Hon. Dr Malecela, op.cit.
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carried out by the Special Duties Unit (SDU) under the TPDF . This Unit was concerned
with receiving military equipment at the port, transport of the same and storage in
warehouses in Dar es Salaam or Mbeya and then distribution of the equipment to the
freedom fighters . It was also concerned with logistic requirements such as food supplies,
office equipment, vehicles, etc, destined for the military training camps or the frontline . As
Support Organ of the Liberation Committee, the other tasks of the SDU involved
management and coordination of the logistic requirements of the liberation movements with
the Secretariat of the OAU Liberation Committee.49

For example, in the case of Zimbabwean freedom fighters, 20,000 of them were
evacuated from the country in planes provided by Nigeria after completing training in 1977
.50

Freedom fighters belonging to nationalist movements from southern Africa  were
accommodated in special camps chosen for their purpose . There were two types of camps:
Firstly, there were camps which served as bases for military training . Military training and
the support of neighbouring countries are vital in any armed liberation struggle .51
Secondly, there were camps which served as settlements for economic and social
development.

The Government set up TPDF and Police Force detachments in both types of camps to
ensure their defence and security . The camps were also granted some kind of diplomatic
status . The liberation movements had effective internal authority in their camps . According
to our interviewees, they were internally independent .52 Government-intervened only when
their actions diverted from the objective of liberation . The camps sometimes faced internal
problems, as well as intrapersonal squabbles . Where the liberation movements were unable
to resolve them, the Government worked closely with the Liberation Committee, the
Frontline States and the liberation movements themselves, to normalize the situation .53 In
this case, Field Force Unit members of the Police Force or even TPDF personnel had to go
to the camps to restore peace and order when freedom fighters quarrelled. Agents sent by
the Portuguese and the apartheid government in South Africa spied on the camps, assisted by
traitors among the freedom fighters. When such elements were identified, they were quickly
arrested and dealt with . Mutual relations were built between the freedom fighters and the
neighbouring communities.

The camps were scattered in different regions of the country (See Map | below) .

(49) Interviews with Major Gen. Muhidin Kimario (Rtd), (Dar es Salaam) July 2007; Lt. Gen. A. Mwamunyange,
Chief of Staff and presently, Commander of the Defence Forces, (Dar es Salaam) 30 March 2007; and Mbita, op. cit.
(50) Department of Foreign Affairs Archives, Pretoria. “Tanzania Relations With South Africa.” 1/199/3 Volume
2, Folio 27, 12/09/1984

(51) Lt. Col. Hashim Mbita, op.cit, p.135.

(52) Interviews with Brig. Gen (Rtd) Mbita, op.cit; Mama Anna Abdalla, op.cit.

(53) Interview with Hon. Dr Malecela, op.cit.
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Map |: Military Camps and Settlements for Social and Economic Development54

FRELIMO Camp at Bagamoyo:

The first camp was established at Bagamoyo in January 1963 for FRELIMO . The earliest
arrivals at the camp included Generals (Rtd) Chipande, Tembe, Pachinata, and the first
Commander of the FRELIMO Army, Phillipe Magaie . This earliest group was later joined
by Samora Machel .55 This camp ceased to be a military training camp and gave room to a
secondary school for FRELIMO cadres when the Kongwa Camp was set up.

Kongwa Camp

A permanent camp was established in Kongwa District in  April 1964, named after the
popular appellation of Kongwa .56 It was in the middle of the country, far from the border with
Mozambique and other countries fighting for liberation, consequently safe for freedom
fighters to operate . It was set up on an abandoned groundnut farm, which had been under
the British Overseas Food Corporation and was linked to the

(54) Surveys and Mapping Division.

(55) Interview with Brig. Gen. (Rtd) Hashim Mbita, op. cit.

(56) Interview with Mzee Muhidin Nuru, (Kongwa) August and December 2007; Some of our interviewees,
including Mzee Tito, Muhidin Nuru, and Zuberi White Mwanzalila, told us that the Camp was started by the
OAU Liberation Committee in 1964, and the first instructors came from Ethiopia and Somalia.
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central railway line by a rail junction . The groundnut scheme collapsed in the early 1950s,
leaving behind physical infrastructures, including dilapidated buildings, farm land already
overgrown with bush, and thickets and an airstrip which is still in use to date.

The government decided to establish the military training camp in Kongwa District for
strategic reasons.57 At this initial stage, logistic reasons may have dictated the need to keep all
the liberation movements in one place .58 It was easier and cheaper to provide the
movements with supplies like food, medicines, clothes, arms, and also to share limited
facilities and services optimally . The first Tanzanian Camp Commander was Major
Changambele.

Before setting up the camp, the government held meetings with the people of Kongwa to
inform and prepare them for the arrival of the freedom fighters . Oscar Kambona, the
Foreign Affairs Minister and TANU Secretary General, in public meetings with the people,
stressed the need to accept the freedom fighters, and to provide them with moral and
material support . At the same time, he stressed the historical and blood ties that bound the
peoples of southern Africa, hence the necessity to take the freedom fighters in their midst,
reiterating Nyerere’s words that Tanzania could not consider itself free until all the other
countries in Africa were free .59 It is not without interest that before the arrival of the first
batch of trainees, the camp was inspected by President Nyerere . Ahmed Ben Bella, the
President of Algeria, was to visit Tanzania and inspect the camp, the very week he was
overthrown in 1966 . While on a State visit to Tanzania in 1967, Gamal Abdel Nasser, the
President of Egypt, visited the camp accompanied by his host, President Nyerere.

Mubhidini Nuru, the Chairperson of TANU Youth League at Koengwa, led a contingent of
youth in cleaning and renovating the premises of the designated camp and received the
earliest freedom fighters that arrived there in April 1964 . He recalled that FRELIMO cadres
loaded in not less than thirteen military trucks, led by FRELIMO Vice President, Rev. Uria
Simango, arrived for training.60

GSO records show that in December 1964, five trained SWAPO soldiers arrived from
China and were camped at Kongwa . More trained SWAPO soldiers continued to arrive
from Egypt, Algeria, and the Soviet Union . Meanwhile, recruits from Namibia were also
sent to Kongwa for military training . In October 1969, they declined to go to the frontline
as they had not received sufficient training to enable them face the Boers . While 59 of
these SWAPO soldiers were sent to the Soviet Union for further military training, those who
were old and physically weak were sent to economic and social development camps at
Dabalo in Dodoma Region and

(57) OAU Liberation Committee Basic Documents provided for member states to avail to liberation movements
facilities for military training camps and social and economic development settlements.

(58) Interviews with Major Gen. Muhidin Kimario (Rtd), op. cit.; Lt. Gen. A. Mwamunyange, op. cit.; Peter A.
Kisumo, (Moshi) 15 November 2007; Brig. Gen. Mbita, op.cit.

(59) Interviews with Mzee Tito, Muhidin Nuru, and Zuberi White Mwanzalila, op. cit.

(60) Ibid.
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Pangale in Tabora Region, to lead a civilian life .61 In the course of time, however, SWAPO
continued to send its cadres to Kongwa for military training .62

The first ANC cadres to settle at Kongwa were Umkhonto We Sizwe (MK) soldiers who
had already received military training in the Soviet Union and in African countries like
Egypt, Morocco, and Algeria . They were sent to Kongwa to plan strategies for infiltrating
South Africa . Our interviewee told us that the ANC and ZAPU planned joint operations at
Kongwa to launch attacks against apartheid South Africa from Southern Rhodesia; one such
operation involved the Wankie and Sipolilo campaigns from August 1967 to July 1968 .63 The
numbers of MK soldiers were soon swelled by fresh recruits from South Africa.64

Tanzanian military instructors collaborated with Chinese military instructors to train
freedom fighters . The OAU Liberation Committee also provided instructors from Ethiopia
and Somalia . Gun as well as artillery shots were always heard as the freedom fighters were
training at the firing range beneath Mdinde Hill . Often, they were seen on route march .
They were serious people determined to liberate their countries. Whenever a group passed
out, it left for the frontline and a fresh group of trainees arrived for training.

FRELIMO cadres, the first group of freedom fighters to arrive at Kongwa for military
training, were also the first to leave, ready for engaging the Portuguese in their motherland .
Freedom fighters began their training under close supervision by the TPDF , After finalising
the plan of operation at Kongwa, the first group of 250 highly trained and-well equipped
FRELIMO guerrillas crossed the Ruvuma River and entered Cabo Delgado to launch their
first attacks on September 25, 1964 .65 The TPDF accompanied the guerrilla fighters across
the river in order to provide back up. As trained groups of fighters entered Mozambique to
fight Portuguese domination, the Tanzanian army continued to provide military training to
fresh groups of guerrillas . This support continued until Mozambique achieved
independence on 25 June 1975.

Kongwa Camp had a broader mandate of serving cadres of all the liberation movements.
This factor accounts for the elaborate preparationsas well as the moral, material, and
financial support provided to the camp by the OAU member countries through the
Liberation Committee . Tanzania allowed free interaction of the freedom

(61) File Number: COC/R.1/1: Reports of Freedom Fighters® Affairs.

(62) Lucas H. Pohanda, SWAPO Chief Representative to Office of Prime Minister, Dar es Salaam, SWAPO New
Cadres to Kongwa, Ref: LC /26/76, 28/05/1976 SWAPO New Cadres to Kongwa, Ref, SN/ DTD/ Q22/76, Peter
Nanyemba, Secretary of Defence and Transport, Office of Prime Minister, Dar es Salaam, 18/02/1976.

(63) In a Memorandum submitted by Chris Hani and seven other MK and ANC members who took part in
the operation, they criticized the operation as a suicide mission and resented the ANC for abandoning cadres
imprisoned in Rhodesia and Botswana while taking part in the operation.

(64) The jointoperation mounted by the ANC and ZAPU military cadresto launch attacks against apartheid South
Africa from Southern Rhodesia was planned at Kongwa. See also Obituary: Cde Ackim Matthew Ndlovu (Cde
Hatari Ngozi) 1932-2009, p.4. Cde Ndlovu was the Founder and Commander of ZIPRA. He died in Bulawayo on
7 July 2009. He was laid to rest at the National Heroes’ Acre, Harare, on 11 July 2009.

(65) lbid.
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fighters with the communities around the camp . The Ethiopian Military Instructor, Col .
Habash, married a local woman . The marriage produced several children . Other freedom
fighters in different movements also interacted fruitfully with the local people and some
produced children . While some of Habash’s children accompanied Zimbabwean freedom
fighters to Zambia, others remained at Kongwa as farmers and businessmen .66 Most of the
children whose fathers were SWAPO cadres returned with their fathersto Namibia. However,
one of them, Nashikele, whose father, Namala, was an uncle of Sam Nujoma, came back to
live in Kongwa with her children and mother . When President Sam Nujoma visited
Kongwa in 2000, he met Nashikele . Sam Nujoma was euphoric. He turned to his audience
and remarked:

Kongwa is our home; the evidence to this is these children . We ate with you-in your
houses (matembe), we cultivated in the fields together, we married here, and the
children are here . We greatly value Kongwa .67

There were complaints of freedom fighters “interacting with the local people, drinking with
them in the local bars, sometimes fraternizing with people’s wives, which led to fracas and
the police being called in to solve them .68 These incidents, however, seldom disrupted the
cordial relations between them and the communities around them . Those interviewed
remarked that they respected the freedom fighters as they never dishonoured their children .
Whenever a freedom fighter made a woman pregnant, he informed his Commander who
went to the family concerned to confirm the matter . When the child was born, it was
registered with the government . All the children and their mothers were taken care of .
Eventually, they were claimed in line with the traditional customs of their mothers.69

ANC cadres remained in Kongwa until 1975 . They then left for Mazimbu . They came
as youth and left Kongwa as adults . They used to go to the front to attack and then come
back . Those interviewed noted:

They had their families here . We took care of their families when they were away .
When they went to Mazimbu, we took care of their infants . When they grew up, we
sent them to Mazimbu . On leaving for South Africa, they took their children and
wives. Even when they were at Mazimbu, they used to come back to Kongwa for the
initiation ceremonies of their children . When such ceremonies were conducted at
Mazimbu, their in-laws from Kongwa were invited . It is, therefore, quite unfortunate
that when Mandela visited Tanzania in 1992, he did not come to Kongwa. 70

(66) Interviews with Muhidini Nuru and White Mwanzalila, op.cit. Wewere not able to interview the two children
who have settled at the nearby Kibaigwa trading post.

(67) Wewere able to meetand interview Nashikele and her mother. While Nashikele complained that SWAPO had
abandoned her, her mother was very bitter that contrary to African traditions, the Government of Namibia has
not assisted her to contact her surviving child in Namibia or even to pay respects at the graves of her husband and
earliest child, both of whom died in Angola.

(68) Ibid.

(69) Elia Akwaake, SWAPO Acting Chief Representative to Principal Secretary, PMO, dated 2/3/87 in P.30/10/
Vol 5.

(70) However, Mandela visited Dodoma Region and addressed a huge rally at Jamhuri Stadium. Late on the same
day, he flew in a helicopter to Morogoro, before proceeding to Mgagao in Iringa Region where he slept. Interview
with Mbita, op. cit.
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The people of Kongwa rightly regard ANC cadres as their relatives and playmates . Our
interviewee told us:

We played football together . Through football, they improved their command
of language . ANC had a very good football team . What current youth regard as
fashionable was being practiced by ANC cadres in 1964. These include hair styles, men
putting on necklaces and ear rings, dancing, etc . This shows that they were far ahead
of us . The ANC team had a better standard of football than even our National Team .
They beat all the other teams in Kongwa. When we went for the Regional League, we
secretly included ANC members in our team . In this way we beat the strongest team
in the Region, Maji Football Club, eight goals to nil . The entire Region got shocked.
We consecutively won the Regional league from 1968 to 1970. The news that Kongwa
had a very good football team spread throughout the country . The Police Force
team flew from Dar es Salaam to play with us.. Our team which played with them
consisted of ANC members with the exception of two players only. We beat the Police
Force four goals to two goals. The ANC goalie, Amos, saved a penalty shot. The Police
Team proposed that the Kongwa Team should be made the National Team. It was then
revealed that was not possible as the players were freedom fighters who would soon
leave the country for the frontline.

Our relations did not end in football . Freedom fighters attended all the National
celebrations . They staged cultural performances and addressed the rallies . We also
took part in their celebrations . They also supported us in our development projects .
For example, ANC cadres built our community hall, i.e. Police Hall. The building was
inaugurated by Mwalimu Nyerere in 1968. The NMB Branch started there. It was our
social and dancing hall . Whenever the late artist Patrick Balisidya came to Kongwa,
he performed there . Freedom fighters who had trained as medical doctors served in
our health centre. Meanwhile, many of the local people were allowed to go for medical
treatment at the clinic in the camp. We, therefore, had very close and cordial relations
with these people.71

Further, he said:

We will greatly appreciate it, if a high ranking ANC leader will come to pay homage
to the people of Kongwa as we have our relatives in South Africa. True, there are also
people from Morogoro and Dar es Salaam . However, they have never come back to
Kongwa. They have been to Morogoro and assisted a lot. They have invested a lot of
assets there. Why have they forgotten Kongwa when they started here?

Many of the senior commanders of the ANC lived in Kongwa . They included Joe
Modise, Chris Hani, Ambrose Makiwane, Gen . Nkose, Gen . Masondo, and many others.72

The interviewees recalled that after the independence of Mozambique, Samora came to
Kongwa . He addressed a public rally and thanked the people of Kongwa for their support
to the liberation struggle . Thereafter, he held talks with the elders at the Rest House .
Nujoma did the same thing . Angolans have not done it as they entered into a civil war after
independence . However, Zimbabweans have not come

(71) Interviews with Mzee Tito, Zuberi White Mwanzalila, op. cit.
(72) Ibid.
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back to formally acknowledge the support they received from Kongwa, but some have
come back informally . The interviewees further recalled:
We have the airstrip through which personnel, equipment, and other materials were
landed. Experts came from Dodoma to survey it in 1992. We were told that the ANC
was going to expand it into an International Airport in appreciation of the contribution
of Kongwa to the liberation struggle. To date, this promise has not been fulfilled.73

These passionate remarks reveal that the people of Kongwa are proud of the role they
played in the struggle for the independence of various southern African countries .
Furthermore, they rightly feel that the role should be recognized.
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Map 2: Penetration of FRELIMO Guerrilla Fighters from Tanzania74

(73) Ibid.
(74) Map adapted from Kanuwa, J.M. “The Role Played by Tanzania in the Liberation of Southern Africa: Case
Study of Mozambique 1961-1974.” MA Dissertation. Dar es Salaam: University of Dar es Salaam, 2003: See p.46.
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Nachingwea (Farm 17) Camp:

As the liberation struggle gained momentum in the 1970s, it was found necessary to
provide liberation movements with training camps in other more appropriate areas .
FRELIMO transferred their camp to Farm 17 in Nachingwea, which was closer to the
Mozambican territorial border where the war of liberation had already been ignited . It was
easier to infiltrate fighters to Mozambique from Nachingwea, which was a major TPDF
military camp, probably the largest . FRELIMO freedom fighters were also sent to the
Monduli Military Academy in Arusha for cadet and conventional warfare training . Russian
instructors used to train freedom fighters at Monduli as well as in the other military training
camps .75 Freedom fighters began their training under close supervision of the TPDF.

Nachingwea was one of the three areas selected in Tanzania to settle British soldiers as
farmers after the Second World War . Besides Nachingwea, the other areas were Kongwa in
Dodoma Region and Urambo in Tabora Region . These were centres of a groundnut scheme.
A total of eighteen farms were prepared at Nachingwea with a head office and an airstrip at
the largest of these farms, ie. Farm 1776 Similarly, the terminus of the railway line built
from Mtwara Port to Nachingwea was located at Farm 17.

Nachingwea District, in general, and Farm 17, in particular, are of historic importance to
Tanzania, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe . Gen . Sayore indicated that when he went to
Nachingwea in 1967 to work at the TPDF camp there, Farm 17 was already a FRELIMO
camp . The Government of Tanzania built a house for the FRELIMO President, Samora
Machel, at the camp as he used to spend a lot of time there supervising the training of
FRELIMO freedom fighters . In 1968, the Central Committee of FRELIMO created the
Female Detachment and issued guidelines on their recruitment and training at Nachingwea
. This was a significant landmark in the history of the Mozambican liberation struggle as,
besides inflating its military ranks, it offered women an experience of equality with men. Nine
years later, ZANLA, with the support of female cadres trained at Nachingwea, mounted an
attack on a Rhodesian forces base at Chipinge Town . When Mozambique attained
independence in 1975, Farm 17 was used for the training of Zimbabwe People’s Army
(ZIPA) combatants .77 They were drawn from ZANU and ZAPU armed wings, ie. ZANLA
and ZIPRA respectively.78

Gen . Sayore recalls that one of the most challenging assignments he carried out in the
TPDF was to manage the training of more than 6,000 Zimbabwean freedom fighters at
Farm 17 . Besides the freedom fighters, there were also more than 300 TPDF military
instructors . It was possible to train three army regiments at

(75) Interview with Lt. Gen. Sayore (Rtd), (Dar es Salaam), 10 May2007.

(76) lbid.

(77) GSO Records: COC/R.1/1 Reports: Freedom Fighters’ Affairs.

(78) Interviews with Lt. Gen. Sayore (Rtd) and Brig. Gen. Mbita (Rtd), op. cit. This initiative was intended to
strengthen the efforts of liberation movements in Zimbabwe.
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Farm 17 concurrently . On reporting at Farm 17, he found the Zimbabwean freedom fighters
on a strike. Aware of the fact that they were armed, he avoided confrontation with them and
opted for a dialogue . However, he made it clear to them that they should abide by the
regulations of the camp; otherwise he would be forced to seek assistance from the TPDF in
order to enforce discipline . Later on, he came to learn that poor administration was
responsible for the disintegration of law and order in the camp . For example, although the
OAU Liberation Committee was responsible for all the training needs, including provision
of food, clothes, medicines, and arms, funds for the same were routed through the TPDF . In
order to ensure that the funds were received in a timely fashion, Gen . Sayore decided to
fetch the funds from the TPDF himself . Furthermore, he purchased cattle from Shinyanga
and brought them to Dar es Salaam in a train, before shipping them to Mtwara in a TPDF
ship . From Mtwara, the animals were marched for more than 100 kilometres to Nachingwea
. In this way, he was able to solve the problem of the lack of meat at the camp . Another
problem that he tackled was the rampant behaviour among the freedom fighters to smoke
marijuana . To curb this dangerous behaviour, he sent vehicles to Songea, Tabora, and
Morogoro to collect tobacco for the freedom fighters . With an adequate supply of tobacco,
they stopped smoking marijuana.

At the end of the training, the cadres were sent to Mtwara to board a plane in order to fly
to Beira in Mozambique, from where they proceeded to the frontline- in Zimbabwe .
However, they were searched before they were sent away as it was well known that some of
the cadres had been planted in the ranks of liberation- movements by lan Smith . While
carrying out such an exercise at one time, Gen . Sayore recalled that they caught a cadre with
a map he had sketched to show key sites of the camp hidden-in his private parts . The map
was very detailed . Among other sites, it indicated the position of the airstrip, residential
quarters for the trainees ~and the instructors, the offices, rooms in the General’s house,
including the location of his bed . On interrogation, the spy admitted to having been
infiltrated into the ranks of the liberation movement as an informer of the Smith regime. As a
defensive measure, Gen . Sayore immediately ordered logs of wood to be cut and then
planted on the airstrip to prevent any unauthorised plane from landing . A few days later, an
unidentified plane attempted to land, but was forced to flyaway when the pilot realised that logs
of wood had been planted on the airstrip. After the Kagera War in 1979, Gen. Sayore returned
to Nachingwea to set up an Infantry School for the TPDF .

Farm 4 and Farm 5, which were detachment camps for Farm 17, are now used as
National Service camps in Nachingwea. Farm 17, which was used by FRELIMO for training
of soldiers, is now used as a secondary school . It has two ranges of buildings; one range of
buildings were those built in the 1940s by John Moram an English Manager of the
groundnut scheme and the second range of buildings, which are bigger, were those built in
thel960s and 1970s by FRELIMO . Another interviewee, Mr Longinus Nambole, the
Headmaster of Farm 17 Secondary School, acknowledged and appreciated the effort done by
freedom fighters at Farm 17, such as of reducing
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the number of snakes that were planted at the farm in the 1940s by John Moram, the
manager of the groundnuts scheme in Nachingwea . The purpose was to kill wild rats,
which were destroying groundnuts . Mr Nambole said that, although they still have such a
problem at the school, they appreciate very much the camping of freedom fighters at Farm
17 before the establishment of the school . He added that, if the secondary school had
started at Farm 17 just after the groundnuts scheme, it would have been terrible . The
establishment of a training camp at Farm 17 made it possible for the FRELIMO soldiers to
significantly eliminate those snakes.

On the other hand, Mr Nambole provided an account of incidents of bombs in the school
environment . He explained that from 2002 to date, students have found five bombs within
the school surroundings . It was fortunate that none of the five bombs exploded . Each bomb
was found in a different area and time . And each one of them was reported and handed
over to the police as soon as it was discovered . According to the head teacher, the school
environment is good, only that it is a military environment with the associated implications .
These include the underground bunkers . According to Mr Nambole, a military environment
and equipment should not be part of academic upbringing.

Mgagao Camp

The Mgagao Camp was situated on a high escarpment in one of the coldest areas of Iringa
Region . The high plateau is endowed with a temperate climate most suitable for the
production of fruits like citrus and apples; vegetables like peas and cabbages, soft wood for
timber, pyrethrum, wheat, barley, and other tropical and temperate crops. The villagers and
their leaders were prepared to receive the freedom fighters to. settle among them . This
resulted from a visit by government officials to the village to inform them of the
government’s  intention to provide land to liberation movements for military training, to
enhance their capacity to liberate their countries from colonial rule . The camp was to be
located on 1200 acres land . Part of it was an abandoned pyrethrum and timber plantation
belonging to a white farmer who left Tanganyika after independence, and the rest belonged
to villagers who willingly offered it to the government .79 The camp was established in
November 1969 and, in the same year, ZANU and ZAPU transferred their training camps
from Kongwa to the camp in Kilolo- District, 64 kilometres south east of Iringa
Municipality and within reach of the Dar es Salaam - Mbeya highway.

Interviews show that the village grew rapidly following the establishment of the camp .
The first group of freedom fighters to settle at Mgagao Camp consisted of MPLA cadres
from Angola . They were followed by groups from Zimbabwe and South Africa . Groups of
cadres kept on coming to the camp for training up to 1994 when the last country, South
Africa, attained majority rule.

(79) Interviews with the Village Chair and Secretary, (Mgagao) 16 February 2007, showed that the land was not
enough, so villagers were asked to vacate and provide land for the camp with a promise that it would be returned
to them when the training task was accomplished.
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The first group of freedom fighters from Angola arrived in November 1969 and left in
January 1970 . The second group, according to the Village Chair, was from Zimbabwe . It
consisted of ZANU and ZAPU cadres . After three weeks, the Government of Tanzania
transferred one group to another camp .80 In this particular camp, discipline was strictly
enforced . Previous incidents involving the murder of MPLA and ZANU cadres by the
neighbouring villagers had taught members of the liberation movements a couple of lessons .
These included controlling movements by cadres from the camps to the surrounding
villages . The third group, which came from South Africa, was made up of PAC and ANC
members. Itarrived in 1974. The two liberation movements occupied the camp, with groups
of cadres coming in and out up to 1994, when South Africa attained a majority government.

The first groups which received training in this camp were trained by Chinese instructors
. These groups came from Angola and Zimbabwe . The South Africans were trained by
TPDF instructors . Among the instructors was Joseph Mpewa (TR0062) whom we
interviewed . He was a Warrant Officer Two (WOII), a title he held up to his retirement .
Mpewa reports that he trained PAC freedom fighters when he came back from Uganda, after
the Kagera War in 1979 . He remembers the name of his superior as one Capt . Shayo,
although he could not remember his second name .81 Before he went to Uganda, he
participated in training FRELIMO freedom fighters at Farm 17 in Nachingwea . Among
those he trained was the first Mozambican president, Samora Machel . He describes Samora
as a very brave soldier. 82

Mgagao Camp was far better than Chunya for PAC cadres, because it provided better
infrastructure and facilities . The camp consisted of six spacious dormitories, a large
administration complex, a big kitchen, storeroom, a shelter for firewood, flush toilets, and
showers . Its groups of cadres, numbering between sixty and one hundred, changed
constantly as recruits came and went for military training in other countries, inside and
outside Africa . The rule controlling movements to the surrounding villages was resisted by
most PAC cadres who lived in Mgagao Camp, as it tended to turn the camp into “a
concentration camp, a prison or solitary confinement ” The cadres continued to sneak out
into the village, bought home- made beer, and brought it to the camp . Eventually, the rule
was relaxed and cadres were allowed to go to the villages, but only over week-ends . This
policy resulted in disciplinary problems in the camp; hence corporal punishment became
common in that particular camp . In fact, corporal punishment was used in all PAC camps
and was among some of the issues which widened the rift between the leadership and the
soldiers in the camps . The cadres felt that corporal punishment was arbitrarily applied and
the “favoured few were absolved from it.” In most instances, the “favoured few” were defined
along tribal lines. PAC cadres found the food situation in Mgagao

(80) Records from the GSO show that clashes occurred in June 1976 where eight ZAPU cadres were killed
PMC/P.30/20: 6/9/77-16/2/1978.

(81) Interview with Joseph Mpewa (TR0062), (Mbeya Rural District Office) 28 April 2007.

(82) Ibid.
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Camp quite satisfactory . Crop farming was doing quite well in the camp . A former cadre is
cited to have observed:

The garden thrived . We had abnormally large cabbages, beetroots, onions, and
carrots . The vast shamba, the ploughing field, was green with maize . We ploughed
with a tractor, so our toughest manual work was weeding the fields . We reared a
flock of pigs and slaughtered them for meat . Yugoslavia also sent us a large quantity
of tinned food that drastically changed our diet . We shipped bags of cabbage to
Iringa town to sell. We were already anticipating a time not far off when we would be
liberated from handouts from the OAU’s Liberation Committee .

The memories which occupy the minds of many of those who witnessed the various groups
coming for training at the camp were the incidents of fighting among Zimbabwean cadres
which left a number of cadres dead and buried in shallow graves . Mr Kilavi recalls to have
counted about ten dead bodies .83 According to Mr Kilavi, other cadres fled and walked
through the bush and mountainous areas of Iringa and Mbeya to Zambia and Zimbabwe .

It was reported that instructors of the same liberation movements, at one time instigated
chaos among their cadres, such that for two weeks no training went on, as they refused to be
trained by TPDF soldiers .84 Following the chaotic condition, all 750 cadresweresentto
Nachingweafromwheretheyweretobeferriedto Mozambique, and later to the frontline in
Zimbabwe . When they reached Mtwara, on their way to Mozambique, they met about
5000 cadres from Zimbabwe coming for training . About 150 of those who were on their
way to Zimbabwe mingled themselves with the new group and returned to Mgagao. Efforts
were made to separate them because it was feared that if they mixed with the new group
they would influence the latter negatively and cause more chaos.85

A request to release the ten instructors who were in custody following the problem was
granted on condition that they should leave the country and perform their duties
elsewhere, preferably in Mozambique.

In December 1975 at Mgagao Camp, the Zimbabwean freedom fighters made the
Mgagao Declaration, to support the Lusaka Accord, which merged ZANU, ZAPU, the old
ANC, and FROLIZI to form the UANC under Bishop Abel Muzorewa . They, however,
criticised Bishop Muzorewa, Reverend Ndabaningi Sithole, and James Chikerema as hopeless
and ineffective leaders of the Zimbabwe revolution . They argued that the three leaders
were incapable of leading the ANC as they were only

(83) Interview with Kilavi, April 2007. Kilavi worked in the camp as a plumber for more than 20 years. GSO
Records show that one Swadzini Ndlovu of ZAPU reported that on 6 June 1976, 36 ZAPU members were killed by
ZANU members at Mgagao. At that time, there were 809 ZAPU cadres at the Camp. Many of them fled on foot to
Zambia: PMC/P.30/20: 6/9/77-16/2/1978.

(84) GSO records indicate that the Chairman of ZANU, Cde. Robert Mugabe, wrote a letter requesting the release
of the instructors, arguing that they were good instructors and their detention would affect the training of the
new cadres. But the Coordinating Committee of the Prime Minister’s Office argued that if they were left free
without any sanctions, it would be difficult to prevent the recurrence of such undisciplined behaviour in the future:
PMC/P.30/20: 6/9/77-16/2/1978.

(85) GSO Records: PMC/P.30/20: 6/9/77-16/2/1978.
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good at fighting through the press . They pointed out that Robert Mugabe was an
outstanding Executive Member, who they respected most and could mediate with the
leadership of the ANC. They also condemned the set-up of the Zimbabwe Liberation Council
(ZLC) as being composed of members from Ndabaningi Sithole’s home district . They
argued that it was not the time for village politics and that all of the members had records of
corruption and subversion in the former ZANU . So they declared that they did not accept
the ZLC and that Ndabaningi Sithole had done nothing to promote the armed struggle .86
Thus, Mgagao is remembered for this declaration, which marked a significant turning point
in the Zimbabwean politics and the liberation struggle.

Many of the conflicts that involved liberation movements also involved Tanzania, as a
host country to the liberation movements . Tanzania, as one of the Frontline States, had to
oversee that justice was done to make the liberation struggle a success; hence many times
undertook to reconcile splinter groups .87 In executing this role, Mwalimu Nyerere was
sometimes branded a dictator by those who refused to obey the law and were affected
negatively by the consequences of their own actions.88

The neighbouring community co-existed amicably with many of the liberation
movements which lived at Mgagao Camp . They exchanged goods which were required to
sustain their lives . For instance, the cadres had items such as sugar, rice, cooking oil,
jackets, and blankets supplied to them by the OAU Liberation Committee and donor
countries . At times they exchanged such items for items from the local community such as
local beer, or sold them to get money for purchasing other items. They took time off to
socialize with the villagers, especially women, and this resulted in marriages . Some of the
children born from these marriages were taken back to the freedom fighters’ respective
countries . Others were left behind by the freedom fighters and were brought up by their
mothers, especially where the mothers were reluctant.to let their children go . During the
time of this study, a list of 22 people claiming to be born of freedom fighters was provided
by the Village Chairman who had taken a census of them in Mgagao, following a directive
from Dr Asha-Rose Migiro, then Minister of Community Development, Women Affairs,
and Children in Tanzania (later Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
and presently the Deputy Secretary General of the UN) . Frequent fighting between
individuals in the local community and the freedom fighters occurred, but most of the time
the freedom fighters fought among themselves . The Kihesa-Mgagao Village Chairman told
usthat some of the cadres did not live amicably with the villagers .89 Regardless of

(86) Chung, Fay. Re-Living the Second Chimurenga: Memories from Zimbabwe s Liberation Struggle. Stockholm: the
Nordic Africa Institute, 2006: See pp.340-346.

(87) Interview with Brigadier General Mbita, op.cit., indicates that the efforts to reconcile the two groups in
conflict were thought to have succeeded only to be informed of the deaths later.

(88) GSO Records show that frequent chaos occurred at Mgagao which involved reconciliation and decisions of
the Coordinating Committee of the Prime Minister’s Office. COC/R.1/1 Reports: Freedom Fighters® Affairs.
(89) The Village Chairman describes some of the PAC cadres as people of doubtful characters typical of frustrated
people, a product of the apartheid system which made them what they were.
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such minor negative comments, the villagers accepted the freedom fighters as part of them,
such that it was difficult for everybody to believe that they would be leaving. It was reported
that the whole village spent sleepless nights bidding farewell to the freedom fighters, while
others cried over losing their beloved ones.90

ANC Camps in Tanzania

The ANC relocated its training camp to the Morogoro Region where they had already
established ANC headquarters in exile since 1965 . Mama Ana Abdalla told us that they
established other camps at Kingoluwira, Magadi, and Kidete in Morogoro Region; Pongwe
in Coast Region; Mkuyu in Handeni District, Tanga Region; Mgagao in Iringa Region and
Itumbi in Chunya District, Mbeya Region .91 When the ANC was forced to suspend its
activities in Mozambique in the wake of the 1984 Nkomati Accord, and later in Angola asa
pre-condition for the withdrawal of South African troops from Namibia, the movement
relocated some of its Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) fighters to its camps in Morogoro and Iringa
(Mgagao) in Tanzania.

Chunya Camp

The PACwas established on 6th April 1959 after breaking away from the ANC of South Africa.
However, the PAC was banned on 21 March 1960, after organizing a nation- wide campaign
against the pass laws which led to the Sharpeville and Langa massacres in which 72 people
were killed and more than 360 wounded .92 After this tragic incident, many PAC cadres and
leaders, including its founder, Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe, and Secretary General, Potlako
K . Leballo, were detained . Three members of the Executive Committee, who were not
detained because they were outside South Africa during the massacres, were N . Machomo, P.
Molotsi, and P. Raboroko. Another Executive Committee Member, Z.B. Molote, who was out
on hail, was advised to flee the country to help run PAC underground within South Africa .
Many PAC cadres fled to neighbouring countries, where they could be trained. Instead of the
three members who were out of the country during the massacre (i €. Machomo (London), P.
Molotsi (Accra), and P. Raboroko (Maseru)) helping the young people escaping South Africa
to get training to strengthen liberation activities, they saw them as threats to their leadership
positions . So many of the youths ended in refugee camps, while others got chances for
further studies in different countries which supported the struggle . Meanwhile, Molote,
who continued to run PAC activities underground, was able to

(90) The Village Chairman reports how painful it was to say goodbye to these people.

(91) Minute dated 17/09/76 by B.M. Kibasa, Coordinating Officer, COC/R.1/30/Vol.ll; Meeting Between the
Defence Minister, Hon. Salim A. Salim and the ANC Delegation from Lusaka on 26/2/1988 in COC/ANC/SA/M/
Vol.I. PMC/P.30/1/\ol.2/23 dated 25/5/90;

(92) Interview with P.K. Leballo, Acting President and National Secretary, Pan African Congress of Azania (South
Africa) in the Nationalist, 7 July 1971(GSO Records, PMC/P.30/25). This account has also been drawn from the
Memorandum of the National Executive Committee of the African National Congress to the OAU Liberation
Committee, 20 October 1972.
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travel between South Africaand Lesotho, leading PAC cadres in those areas as ‘Acting
President.’

Early in 1963, PK. Leballo, who was Secretary General since the formation of the PAC,
went to Lesotho after being released from prison in South Africa. He took over Molote’s
position and formed the “Presidential Council” with himself as the Chair . P. Molotsi, who
was in Accra, moved his office to Dar es Salaam in 1963. P. Raboko, who came earlier to
Tanzania than Molotsi, was teaching in Moshi . Other members of the NEC who followed
after Molotsi and Raboko to Dar es Salaam in 1964 were J.D.Nyaose and A B.Ngcobo. Later,
they were joined by M. Nkoana and R. Tshehlana. However, Molotsi refused to cooperate with
his fellow leaders, arguing that they had no mandate to run the PAC in Dar es Salaam .
Approval was granted, after consulting Leballo, for the leadership to remain in Dar es
Salaam . After a short time, Molotsi was removed from the leadershipafter discoveringthathe
was misusing funds released by the OAU Liberation Committee . Later, Nyaose, helped by
Raboko who had left his teaching job, had conflict with Ngcobo over the position left by
Molotsi. Leballo and Z .B . Molote had to come to Dar es Salaam from Maseru to settle the
dispute . After that, Leballo and Molote toured some European countries, and then Molote
went to run the Lusaka office, but Leballo had no permanent office. He sometimes stayed in
Dar es Salaam and sometimes in Lusaka.

At the end of 1964, the PAC had a good number of cadres who had-received military
training in friendly countries . The PAC began to move the majority of its cadres to Tanzania
. Unlike the ANC which had numerous camps in Angola, Zambia, Lesotho, and Tanzania,
with cadres more than a hundred in each, the recognisable PAC military camps which
existed in exile were in Lesotho and Tanzania . The PAC;.however, had numerous cell
structures in countries such as Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, and even Uganda
.93 For the PAC cadres who came to Tanzania from 1964,accommodationwas offered inacamp
at Chunya . The camp settlementwas offered by the Government of Tanzania. The Chunya
Camp was the first PAC camp in Tanzania. Besides this camp, the PAC had established an
army camp in Leopoldville (Kinshasa), Congo, in 1963 where the first group of its
guerrillas was trained . The camp in Leopoldville was at Kikunzu. It belonged to the FNLA,
but was temporarily given to the PAC for the training of its first group of guerrillas in
November 1963 . As a result of the leadership disputes already referred to, conditions in this
camp and other PAC camps were unsatisfactory . For example, conditions inside the
Kinkunzu Camp have been described as consisting of “ramshackle logistical systems,
inadequate food, poor training facilities and inhabitability which led to poor health of
inmates, death and disease.”%4

In the Chunya Camp, the same conditions prevailed . Residents complained of a poor
diet, loneliness, poor training facilities, and, worst of all, the lack of a

(93) Interview with Col. Gide Rose Jale (Mopero), (the South African High Commission in Dar es Salaam) 4
December 2007.
(94) Interview with P.K. Leballo, op. cit.
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programme of action . For this reason, many PAC cadres, particularly those who could speak
Kiswabhili, tended to disappear over the weekends from the camp in order to socialize with
Tanzanian nationals . As the PAC was involved in leadership battles and internal conflicts,
the camp did not develop into a significant military camp. The cadre population in this camp
varied from time to time, and at no time did this camp accommodate more than a hundred
PAC cadres . Similarly, aware of the temporary nature of the settlement and also the
importance of secrecy, given the political conditions of southern Africa as a whole, the
residents of the camp never established a thoroughly organised community life . It was
stressed “once a person establishes himself, he develops roots, and this retards the home
going process .”95 With this rationale, the PAC leadership did not to fund the development
of infrastructure  in the Chunya Camp . Consequently, conditions in the camp remained
precarious, unstable, and transient . The PAC also established camps at Ruvu and Pongwe in
the Coast Region.

Itumbi Camp

In November 1965, another camp was established at Itumbi in Chunya District, Mbeya
Region . It was set in a double-storey, redbrick structure left behind by a British settler, who
was a miner, upon Tanganyika’s independence . He gave the right of its occupancy to his
house boy .96 It is about 15 to 20 kilometres from Matundasi, a village situated to the West
of Chunya Town along the road to Makongolosi .. It is a mining area where gold is mined
just a few kilometres from the residential houses . Even the camp itself is surrounded by
mines and the majority of people there are small-scale miners from various parts of
Tanzania, particularly, Tabora, Shinyanga, and Mwanza Regions . The rest of the
community live on farming and cattle rearing.

The ground floor of the double-storey building housed a small camp press, a store-room,
and a dispensary. The first floor accommodated cadres. There were also a few tents, some
borrowed from the TPDF . These were pitched near the building and were used to alleviate
overcrowding . In front of the red-brick building was a parade ground used for drills by the
soldiers and also for sporting activities such as volleyball and soccer.

The first group of freedom fighters arrived in February 1966 . These were MPLA cadres
from Angola, who stayed for three years before leaving . The second group was from
Zimbabwe, which arrived in 1972, stayed for two years and left. FRELIMO cadres are said to
have stayed in Itumbi briefly, but the exact time is not known . The last group was from
South Africa, comprising of ANC and PAC cadres. Later, the ANC were transferred to Iringa
and only the PAC remained in the camp . Even the

(95) Ibid.
(96) Interview with Mr Chisipula, 29 April 2007.
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PAC was later on transferred to Mgagao following disagreement between a group which
supported Leballo and the rest .97

Like the freedom fighters of Mgagao Camp, those of Itumbi had close social interaction
with the villagers around them . They drank with them and socialized with the women . The
Tanzanian government had introduced the Villagization Policy in 1969, which forced the
villagers from Itumbi to move to Matundasi;98 this did not hinder the freedom fighters from
going there to visit them. The more positive results of this socialization were children. Unlike
Mgagao, no census was taken and therefore it is difficult to establish the exact number of
those who share blood relations with the freedom fighters who lived there . Some of the
children, however, were taken by their fathers, while others remained with their mothers .99
These children have been the lasting bond that ties Tanzania to the freedom fighters and with
the countries that have been liberated as a result of the support given by Tanzania.

Other Liberation Struggle Sites in Mbeya Region

The freedom fighters rented houses in Mbeya town, where they stayed when they visited
the area. Among these was the house opposite Mkapa Conference Hall, which was formerly
Worofea Centre (Welfare Centre), and which belonged to a man bythe name of Kibwana . It
was reported that freedom fighters such as Leballo, Sithole, Mugabe, and Samora used to
visit the place and talk to their fellow freedom fighters while taking drinks . A woman by
the name of Ramla Kibwana (the daughter of the late Kibwana, the owner of the house)
denies that the freedom fighters lived there . However, she admits that they visited the place
to take the local brew which she sold. The first PAFMECSA Meeting was held at the Worofea
Centre in 1962. Others were at Majengo and at Isanga.100

Another place visited in Mbeya City is the centre for receiving migrant labourers for the
mines in South Africa, which was built before the First World War . Later, it was turned
into a camp for FRELIMO freedom fighters near Mbeya Airport, and is now Samora
Secondary School . Samora House, a house the late President of Mozambique is said to have
lived in once, was also visited .101 The house is still there, though not in good condition
because the glass windows have been broken, some doors stolen, and the roof is dilapidated .
However, the compound is still very clean and is being guarded by TPDF soldiers.102

(97) GSO Records show that the last group of PAC cadres was transferred to Mgagao in 1983 by Lt Colonel Matiku.
(98) Interview with Mzee Roki, (Matundas) 29 April 2007.

(99) Interview with Mzee Kayoka, (Matundas) 29 April 2007.

(100) Interview with Mama Ramla Kibwana, (Mbeya) 28 April 2007.

(101) There are conflicting reports concerning this house: For instance, Brigadier Gen. Mbita refutes that Samora
lived in Mbeya, while interviews with the local people, one of them being Samora’s Training Officer, show that he
did live there.

(102) Interview with Said Mpewa, (Mbeya) 28 April 2007.
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Settlementsfor Economicand
Social Development

The Government of Tanzania offered land for settlement and production to the liberation
movements, for cadres who remained in the country for a considerable period of time . The
movements included FRELIMO, ANC, PAC, and SWAPO .103 Throughthe OAUL.beration
Committee, as well as theirowncontacts, the movements were able to secure technical,
financial, and material assistance from UN agencies, international organisations,
Scandinavian countries, and solidarity groups in Europe and North America, for social and
economic projects in the settlements . Accounts from interviews conducted indicate that the
people, the Government of Tanzania, as well as the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar
availed considerable material, financial, social, political, and even moral assistance to these
camps.104

In Ruvuma Region, Dr Lawrence Gama explained that refugees, mostly women
andchildrenarrivedinbignumbers . Thismeanttherewassubstantialneedforfoodand
accommodation . The immediate action was to accommodate the groups in available
premises before a permanent solution was found . In most cases, Tanzanians accepted the
newcomers in their homes, and provided them with food and shelter . The government also
gave support . However, this was a temporary solution . A permanent solution involved
finding land, clearing, and assembling camping material . In most cases, the immediate
support came from Tanzania, and the support of international organizations came later .
According to Dr Gama, Tanzania’s contribution included money, facilities, labour, and
administration costs . The youth, especially from the National Service Camps, were
easily mobilized to build refugee camps, which provided mutual benefits to both the host
and refugee communities.

Rutamba Settlement

Many Mozambicans crossed the Tanzania-Mozambique border to the northern part of
Ruvuma River to join their relatives after the Mueda Massacre in 1960 . However, massive
migration of hundreds upon hundreds of Mozambican refugees to southern Tanzania began
in late 1964; a month after FRELIMO launched military operations against the Portuguese .
Within the first three months, over 10,000 refugees crossed the border .105 In the beginning,
refugees entered without proper arrangements . The government made provision in the
country’s laws to cater for refugees . The Second Vice-President, Rashid Kawawa, set the
purpose of the Tanzanian policy towards refugees . He saidthat:

Tanzania Government is convinced that her independence is incomplete before

the whole of Africa is independent . We shall neither give up nor lag behind in

supporting the refugees. This group of refugees does not get any help from the United

(103) COC/R.1/1 Part B: Reports of Freedom Fighters’ Affairs.
(104) This is apparent from the accounts provided under each settlement.
(105) Interviews with Sayore, Kimario, (Kawawa) op.cit.
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Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. So it depends solely on help from friendly
governments and the Organization of African Unity . The help promised here is that
which will enable them to live here peacefully.106

TANU political leaders urged people in the southern regions, especially in Mtwara to
accommodate the refugees temporarily, while the government was trying to find a
permanent solution . Initially the refugees were sheltered at Litembe Village . From there,
they went to Kianga temporary camp in Mtwara Town . Many of these were welcomed into
the homes of the local communities . Zainabu Mfaume recalls that her late husband,
Shaabani Rajabu, accommodated more than twenty-five refugees for more than three
months.107 Refugees who crossed the Ruvuma River to Newala through Mapili, Mkundi,
and Mkunya were given land to settle at Mkataumbo and Mahuta.

In 1965, Mozambicans who entered Tanzania were settled at Rutamba in Lindi Region .
The planning and establishment of the Rutamba Settlement project covering an area of
2000 acres cost the government £ 654,271 .108 Many were accommaodated by families in
neighbouring villages. Others were given land to settle in Newala and Tunduru Districts.

The settlement comprised of six villages, namely Nambawala, Mwijai, Chilala, Mahuta,
Zambia, and Kamuntu. Each family was given a five acre plot.109 Although the number
fluctuated, it accommodated over 9240 refugees . It is noteworthy that not all refugees from
Mozambique stayed in Rutamba . Their distribution according to their villages and gender is
as follows:

Table 4: Distribution of Refugees in Rutamba Settlement Villages110

Village Male Female Boys Girls Total
1. Nambawala 337 375 252 263 1127
2 . Mwijali 248 354 285 286 1173
3. Zambia 182 212 217 197 805

4 . Mahuta 312 226 251 175 964

5. Chilala 327 508 403 396 1684
6 . Kamuntu 808 876 723 721 3138
Total 2114 2557 2131 2045 8891

Tanzania also provided land and material support for FRELIMO to construct its own
offices and transit camps . Mbeya was a large transit camp for FRELIMO .

(106) Tanzania Government. “Hansard December 14-23, 1965.” Dar es Salaam: The Government Printing Press,
1965, p.634.

(107) Interview with Zainabu Mfaume, (Vigaeni, Mtwara) 24 October 2006.

(108) Ibid.

(109) TNA/R.30/15 Rutamba Settlement: See p.60.

(110) TNA/R.30/15 Rutamba Settlements: See p.60.
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At Songea, FRELIMO set up its sub-headquarters for Niassa District in Mozambique .111
Tanzania also provided a conducive environment for the Mozambican settlement . This is
demonstrated by the fact that many Mozambicans remained in Tanzania after their country
attained independence . Our research verified this conclusion when we found that many
people in southern Tanzania originated from Mozambique .

Lundo Settlement

Besides Rutamba, another social and economic development centre was set up for
Mozambican refugees at Lundo in Songea District. Cosmas Lima explained that the coming
of freedom fighters and refugees to Lundo was a very important historical event for their
village because it encouraged the clearance of forests and bushes around the village .112
Before the formation of Lundo Settlement, forests with fierce wild animals surrounded them;
for example wild pigs were destroying crops in their farms. The use of traps, pesticides, and
frequent patrols around the camps and nearby villages to deal with this problem made it
possible for the freedom fighters, refugees, and Tanzanians bordering the settlement to live
safely and carry out their economic activities.
Businesswomen and traders had varied views about the freedom fighters and refugees. Ms.

ImeldaSongea, whowasthemostactivewomaninselling local beer, said,

My customers increased when the camp was established . In the evening after work,
we gathered at the local bar and shared what we had prepared for the day. There were
many of us supplying the local beer . These people were good customers . They were
paying cash instead of buying on credit as most Tanzanians used to do . This was
very important to us . Eventually | taught the refugees to prepare our local beer and
sell it. This helped them to participate in the economic and money making activities.
Many women from the camp came and joined us in.this business. When the camp was
phased out, some women just shifted their families from the camp to the villages and
continued with ordinary life like us.113

Another aspect in relation to freedom in the.performance of economic activities availed to
the newcomers is linked with the cultivation of coconut trees and cashew nuts . These were
among many economic activities that the newcomers participated in fully without any
restrictions . Refugees cultivated, harvested, and sold their crops as did Tanzanians. They
earned money to support themselves as if they were in their home country, and benefited
from other economic activities . Ms . Pili said they were cultivating rice, queuing in their
cooperative societies, as well as selling and receiving cash, together . No one asked them or
troubled them .114 That is why some of them found no reason to return to their home while
they could find a happier life here in Tanzania . The Tanzanian government did not
differentiate between Mozambicans

(111) Ibid.

(112) Interview with Cosmas Lima, (Lundo) December 2007 and February 2008.
(113) Interview with Ms. Imelda Songea, (Lundo) December 2007.

(114) Interview with Mama Pili, (Lundo) December 2007.
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and Tanzanians when it came to the cultivation and selling of agricultural crops . Both were
given land, resources, agricultural facilities, and implements equally . They had freedom in
their farms, cultivating with their families and extended families, and later enjoyed the
results. Mama Pili said that the area at Matekwe was very fertile. There was no agricultural
crop that failed to grow and this was a motivation to the newcomers to apply their
knowledge and power for their own economic advantage . Big farms of cashew nuts
belonged to the newcomers . According to Ms . Pili, this also provided competition to the
indigenous Tanzanians, who started to compete by acquiring new farms and planting new
cash crops . Availability of cash crops and other economic advantages enabled the
newcomers to obtain cash to spend on themselves and their families.

Ms . Imelda Songea gave an account concerning how women’s associations helped to
comfort their fellow refugee women during the struggle for independence . She said that
Tanzanian women accepted women from the Lundo refugee camp to join them in their
associations . These associations were concerned with social as-well as economic matters .
During times of problems like death or illness, they used to help each other . For example,
during death, all members were supposed to come together to prepare the burial ceremony .
Women prepared food, consoled, and gave condolences to the bereaved family . In times of
happiness such as weddings, they did the same by contributing and preparing food for the
ceremony, and presenting gifts to the couple and their parents . In selling their crops and
handicrafts, they also divided their gains equally, without discriminating against the
newcomers . So in all these activities, refugee women participated in the associations and
benefited equally, as did Tanzanians.

After independence, different liberation movements left for their respective countries .
According to different accounts, most of the camps and settlements were handed over to the
Tanzanian government. Most of the buildings are still strong and durable, and are being
used for various activities . The buildings at Mahukuru are used by the Tanzanian
government’s Aboud Jumbe Social Institute = In Rutamba, the buildings have been
converted into a social institute as well . In other areas such as Matekwe settlement, there is
the Matekwe Secondary School . The same applies to Lundo Settlement, where some
buildings are now used as civil servant quarters and a recreational hall . There is an
important historical privilege for Tanzania to use those historical buildings for important
matters of national significance . These buildings remind Tanzanians of the role they played
in the struggle for the liberation of southern African countries.

Economic activities were set up in different areas that were involved in the
accommodation of either freedom fighters or refugees . The establishment and maintenance
of big plantations of cashew nut trees in Nachingwea is an historical landmark in Lindi
Region . According to Councillor Chimbuli Gervas of Rutamba, most of the cashewnut
trees that now dominate the Lindi landscape were owned
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by refugees, who planted them for their own benefit .115 Although Tanzanians had cashew
nut plantations, they were not as large as those of the refugees. The expansion of plantations
owned by Tanzanians was motivated by the settlement of refugees and their families in the
area . Chimbuli added that the expansion began in the late 1960s when the increase of
refugees was at the highest level . The expansion occurred in different areas in the Lindi
Region such as Nachingwea, Matekwe, Rutamba, and Mnazi Mmoja . These areas became
rich in cashew nut plantations as a result of refugee and freedom fighters’ settlements .
Mama Pili also supported this assertion by pointing out the role played by Tanzania in
helping the refugees to solve their economic problems . She further said that Tanzania gave
them the chance to involve themselves in cultivating and selling their products so that they
could get money for their daily use.

Cultivation of food crops is another historical mark that has been left in the region . Food
production was concentrated in areas with big settlements of refugees for their consumption
and sale, in the case of excess production . Food crops like cassava were there before the
coming of refugees, but the establishment of camps for refugees and freedom fighters
resulted in the increase of such crops in the area . This helped the areato supply food to other
areas. In explaining this point, Mama Pili says that most of the refugees were involved in the
cultivation of big farms. They also kept animals, so dairy products were produced in those
settlements for everybody to buy . This point was also supported by Mzee Lima of Lundo
settlement, who said that with the coming of people from Mozambique, cultivation of rice
both for subsistence and commercial purposes was introduced .116 The refugees involved
themselves in big scale farming, and the indigenous Tanzanians imitated the trend and
began to engage in rice cultivation on a large scale . The area is now prominent for
supplying rice to neighbouring areas such as Mbamba Bay and Mbinga Town . Traders from
those areas come to Lundo to buy rice for trading . Mzee Lima said that at the beginning,
rice was eaten during breakfast or as children’s food, but it is now the staple food in the area.

The participation of Tanzania in the liberation struggle led to the development of
villages in various areas of southern Tanzania . They were the result of the establishment of
settlements and economic activities such as agriculture, livestock keeping, trading, forest
product making, and harvesting . Mzee Mtenda, who provided the example of Matekwe
Settlement in Nachingwea, said that the settlement grew to be the most important village in
the area with good houses constructed for refugees and civil servants who were employed
there .117 Further, Matekwe had a lot of supplies of various products. For example, Mzee
Mtenda mentioned the supplies of coconuts, cashew nuts, dairy products, and many others.
This point was also raised by Councillor Nchia of Nachingwea who said that Matekwe
now is an important

(215) Interview with Councillor Chimbuli Gervas, (Rutamba) December 2007.
(116) Interview with Mzee Lima, (Lundo) December 2007.
(117) Interview with Mzee Mtenda, (Nachingwea) December 2007.
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village in Nachingwea compared to others due to the availability of all the important social
services .118 He said Matekwe has a secondary school whose two vehicles help to transport
villagers in times of problems such as illness or death. Therefore, Matekwe is a big village
with a big population, as well as a good economic base, which makes it a food basket to the
neighbouring villages.

The importance of Matekwe as an important food supplier to other areas was also
linked to the prison at Matekwe . According to Councillor Nchia of Nachingwea, after the
refugees were phased out in 1978, the Matekwe settlement was taken by the Tanzanian
Government to be used as a prison . Matekwe Prison was more involved in the maintenance
and development of big plantations. In other words, the core economic activity of Matekwe
Prison was agriculture . This continued until the 1990s, when the prison was phased out and
the establishment of a primary and a secondary school took place.

The development of villages was also seen in other settlements such as Mahukuru,
Rutamba, and Lundo . At Lundo, for example, besides the school buildings present, there are
a lot of other attractive structures used for social as well as economic activities . There is
livestock keeping as well as honey collection from the surrounding bush and forests . These
activities are historically linked with refugee settlement in the area. Lundo Village is self-
sufficient as all the social services are available. This has attracted many people to join the
village after the phasing out of the refugee camp . According to Mr Mwinuka, a teacher at
Lundo Secondary School, the village experiences an influx of people from other areas
because of the available social services .119 Mr Mwinuka added that most of their fellow
teachers in other areas were lacking accommodation, but at Lundo even a nursery school
teacher has a big house. In the past, there were a lot of vacant houses waiting to be occupied
by government employees . In Lundo Village there are important services such as tap water,
milling machines, nursery, primary, and secondary schools, a hospital, recreational halls,
and a police station . Furthermore, there is a weekly market where traders from parts of
Mbinga and other areas buy and sell agricultural produce, and other goods produced by the
indigenous people of Lundo . The area is important in the supply of rice, fish, milk, fruits
like mangoes and oranges, and vegetables.

Ms . Imelda Songea gave an account of how new knowledge was acquired . This was a
two-way process in the sense that both the Tanzanians and Mozambicans benefited from
new skills. Different skills were involved in the daily organization of women’s associations,
including administration skills and economic skills such as handicraft, agriculture, trading,
and dairy farming skills . These were shared among the members in the women’s association
at Rutamba. Ms. Imelda said that she could not remember attending any formal training as
far as their economic activities were concerned .120 For example, she mentioned that the
making of local pots and

(118) Interview with Councillor Nchia of Nachingwea, December 2007.
(119) Interview with Mr Mwinuka, (Lundo) December 2007.
(120) Ms. Imelda Songea, op. cit.
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baskets needed some skills, however, such skills were exchanged among the women
themselves; those who knew taught those who did not know . Cultural skills such as
dancing and singing were also among the skills that were acquired during the liberation
struggle in Lindi Region . The exchange of songs and dancing styles were among the
activities of the women’s association.

The introduction of traditional dances in different areas is another historical mark in
Lindi. This point was articulated by different respondents when asked about the outcomes
of having freedom fighters and refugees in their areas. Traditional dance such as
Sindimba is an alien feature in Tanzania and Lindi, in particular.This dance was
introduced in the area by people from Mozambique. The dance is performed at various
occasions such as wedding ceremonies, traditional ceremonies, and election campaigns . It is
used in initiation ceremonies for boys and girls . Ms.Pili said that there are also some
traditional dances that were introduced by the newcomers in Lindi and one of them
was specifically used during the initiation of bridegrooms in marriages. Tanzanians
have adopted this dance and use it in marriage ceremonies. But before that interaction,
such dances did not exist in Lindi.On the other hand, many areas in southern Tanzania,
including Nachingwea, experienced some negative impact of the liberation struggle .
Accordingto Mr Nambole, southern areas accommodated many people from other
countries that were involved in the liberation struggle .121 He said that Farm 17 provided
training for many more soldiers than all the other training camps; more refugee settlements
were located in southern Tanzanian than in other parts of the country, and these
impacted the lives of the people in the region. The land, people, and their properties were
exposed to the attitudes and behaviour of the newcomers . Mr Nambole mentioned
destruction of wildlife. Lindi Region has many wild animals. According to Mr Nambole
most of these animals were hunted either for food or in self-defence. Since most of these
camps, including Farm 17 and the Matekwe settlements, are located inside the forest, the
ecosystem of flora and fauna was affected. Mr Nambole also mentioned the destruction of
the forests for the construction of camps and other related activities . Much of the timber
and lumbering material came from the forests. This reduced the opportunity of the local
people to earn income from the forests. In addition, the harvesting of those materials by
indigenous businessmen was prohibited for security reasons . He further noted that some
economic activities declined and others ceased completely. This meant that the economic
development of the local communities of southern Tanzania slowed down as a result of the
liberation struggle in the area . On the other hand, he added that the restrictions tosome
extent helped to conserve the forests. So the forests located in southern Tanzania remained
un-damaged by unchecked economic activities .

The graves of freedom fighters and refugees exist in Tanzania . Although some of the
remains were sent back to their respective countries, many were buried in

(121) Interview with Mr Nambole, (Nachingwea) December 2007.
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Tanzania . Mr Mtenda of Nachingwea stressed that many African freedom fighters and
refugees were buried there, even if some African leaders claim that they removed all of their
dead and transferred them to their home land, they cannot refute the fact that graveyards are
still here in Tanzania, and they are still being taken care of .122 Ms . Pili said that the
graveyards of freedom fighters are very important to our history, since they remind us of the
experience that we shared with them .123 Ms . Pili also said that the remains were not
removed and sent back to their respective countries rather they do exist there in reality. “The
graves are still there; | remember even their leaders once came to visit them and we witnessed
the event” Some graveyards exist in Namatula, near Farm 17 in Nachingwea, and in
Kawawa Area in the former Lundo Settlement, and they are maintained by the local
administration.

Tanzania became famous in the world for its involvement in fighting for the
independence of fellow Africans . This statement was from Mr Mbelle, who said that
importantcountrieslike China, Cuba, Russia, andothersprovidedsupportto Tanzania as far as
the liberation struggle was concerned .124 The leaders of these countries visited Tanzania to
see for themselves how the liberation struggle was planned and operated from Tanzania .
The leaders from various countries in the world who visited Tanzania during the era of the
liberation struggle popularized the name of Tanzania. Dr Gama added that Tanzania was a
centre of security in Africa and the world; and that the country was peaceful and stable,
making it difficult for various enemies to interrupt the whole process of the liberation
struggle .125 It is important to note the point made by Dr Gama concerning the security
status of Tanzania . It was due to the involvement of Tanzania in the liberation struggle that
security measures were enhanced in Tanzania, and that most of the important state security
organs were introduced and maintained in the country.

PAC Masuguru Settlement

The Masuguru Settlement at Ruvu in Tanzania was the first stable PAC settlement in exile. It
lasted from 1978 to 1993 . Similar to the ANC of South Africa, the PAC had camps in
various parts of southern Africa . The most notable camps were in Lesotho, Tanzania,
Botswana, and in the Congo . The Botswana camp was, in fact, a refugee camp at Dukwe,
about 130 km north-west of Franscistown . The camp accommodated members of the ANC,
PAC, South African Youth Revolutionary Council (SAYRCO) which was formed by Tsietsie
Mashinini, the leader of the 16 June 1976 Soweto student uprisings, and a few members of
ZAPU and ZANU. The Dukwe Refugee Camp was establishedin 1980 ontheinsistenceofthe
Botswanagovernment, underpressurefrom the South African government to get rid of
‘terrorists’ from within its borders, that all members of liberation movements, not attending
school and who were not employed

(122) Interview with Mr Mtenda, op.cit.

(123) Interview with Ms. Pili, op. cit.

(124) Interview with Mr Mbelle, (Songea) February 2007.
(125) Interview with Dr Gama, (Songea) February 2007.
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should move to Dukwe. The camp had previously accommodated Zimbabweans, who were now
on their way back to their country in preparation for independence.

The relocation of the PAC head-office to Tanzania in 1964 did not mean the closure of
the Maseru chapter of the PAC . It was Leballo and the inner core of his leadership who
were the first to move to Dar es Salaam. The one structure of the PAC continued to operate, as
the Lesotho PAC mission . However, after 1985, following the death of the six PAC cadres
who were murdered by the Basotholand para-militia, relations between the PAC and the
Lesotho Government deteriorated rapidly . The circumstances surrounding the murder of the
six PAC cadres remained unclear, but the complicity of the Lesotho government in the
schemes of the South African regime to eliminate members of the liberation movements in
the neighbouring territories was not ruled out. The PAC began to move the majority of its
cadres to Tanzania.

The Masuguru Camp was started as a transit-and rehabilitation camp in 1978 . Recruits
from South Africa resided there in transit either to military training or education abroad .
The Masuguru Camp was initially established to serve as a “rehabilitation camp,” where
enemy agents and comrades who had committed serious ‘offences’ and breaches of
discipline, were “re-educated.” With the demise of P K. Leballos leadership and the
assumption of power by Vus Make and later John Pokela, the development and purpose of
the camp was redefined along the lines of the ANC’s Mazimbu Settlement near Morogoro
and the Dakawa settlements, which were aimed at establishing a stable ANC exile
community in Tanzania.

Ultimately, the Masuguru Camp grew into a settlement for PAC cadres who had families
living with them . In other words, the settlement resembled efforts of the PAC to “create a
fuller human life” for all its members in exile, especially families, children, and women .126
Residents in this camp were taught technical skills previously denied to them in South
Africa . These included skills in horticulture, poultry, carpentry, sanitary engineering,
plumbing, piggery, motor mechanics, and electrification. The Masuguru Settlement started
during the era of P.K. Leballo in 1978, and assumed an elaborate form during the era of
Nyathi John Pokela in 1982, when the Tanzanian Government granted 440 hectares of land
to the PAC . The aim was to help the organisation to establish a settlement for “self-reliance
and other developmental activities.”

The initial population at the Masuguru Camp counted 52 and increased, by the end of
February 1979, to more than 100 persons. By 1982, the figure had risen to close to a thousand
people . Accommodation in the camp consisted of dormitories, which were later upgraded
into houses . Each house consisted of five bedrooms and a separate communal dining hall
with kitchen and were built as the settlement grew early in 1982. By 1984, about 67 houses
were constructed on the site. From 1982, the scope of activities at the camp developed beyond
the provision of a sanctuary for activists, to the establishment of a self-sufficient community
with aclinic, classrooms, mechanical

(126) Interview with Col. Gide Rose Jale, (Mopero) op.cit.
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and agricultural training centres, where PAC members could acquire skills which were to
be beneficial to the “liberated Azania of the future.”127

Phase one of this settlement was built in 1978 . It involved the construction of 67
houses, a separate dining hall, kitchen and toilets, an administration block, one
classroomandlibrary, astore, roadsandpaths, waterpumps, boundaryfencesandgates . Support
for the initial development of phase one of the settlement was received from various
governments as well as non- governmental organisations . The governments of the
Netherlands and Norway made contributions to the costs of repairing the existing facilities
and to the financing for the construction of the first 67 houses . The Tanzanian Christian
Refugee Service (TCRS) also made a financial contribution towards the purchase of clothes
for the young men at the settlement, and purchased urgently needed medical supplies. In
addition to these financial contributions, United Nations agencies such as the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR) donated US $233,000 and US $350,000 respectively.

The master plan for the development of the Masuguru Camp into a settlement involved
the construction of a full-scale village within the settlement area, with accommodation for
families and single persons . By 1985, approximately 1,500 people were accommodated in
the settlement . A pre-school and a pre-vocational school, a dispensary and a community
centre were developed during this period . Most importantly, the settlement had farm-land to
ensure self-sufficiency in food production . Over 55 hectares of land had to be cleared of bush
before it could be used for farming. During the initial period, there were difficulties with crop
farming. Most of the PAC families and cadres in the settlement came from the townships in
South Africa . They were not skilled enough to take advantage of the fertile land and use it
for growing crops in the settlement area . Skills in agriculture were progressively developed
among camp residents . Various agricultural training courses were organised by the PAC’s
Department of Education and Manpower Development in order to equip its membership
with agricultural skills.

After the formative years (1978-1984), the Masuguru Settlement developed into a full-
scale settlement, a hive of political activities and a home for PAC members in exile . It
provided a stable environment for children and women of the PAC . This curbed the habit of
sending children born in exile into South Africa . Furthermore, the settlement became an
important source of income to the PAC and contributed towards lowering the costs of
feeding the cadres. Between the years 1986 and 1988, for instance, enormous quantities of
paddy, maize, sorghum, cowpea, and fruit such as pineapples and papaws were produced
from the settlement . The farming settlement also raised 1,200 broilers and 12 beef cattle .
Crop production in the settlement was made possible largely through irrigation schemes .
The Ruvu River, which supplies water to the cities of Dar es Salaam, Bagamoyo, and other
towns in Tanzania, passed

(127) Ibid.



44 southern african liberation struggles 1960-1994

through the settlement, thus making irrigation possible . In this way, the settlement helped
the PAC not to depend entirely on material handouts from international donors, especially
on items such as food . The settlement continued to exist until 1993, when most of the assets
were sold and the residents of the settlement were relocated to South Africa in preparation
for the April 1994 elections.

The settlement was beneficial to the neighbouring communities in different ways . For
example, between 1988 and 1990, the United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) estimated an infant mortality rate of 121 (which was over 50%) for the
area of the settlement, including the neighbouring Coast Region . This led to the
development of an extensive medical facility within the settlement . It provided basic health
services, not only for inmates, but also for a population of over 10,000 people living in the
neighbouring villages of Kidogozero, Kitonga, Milo and Mbwewe .

Mazimbu Settlement

The ANC opened its first settlement at Mazimbu in Morogoro Region on 100 acres of land
given to them by the government of Tanzania . As discussed above, PAC cadres settled at
Masuguru, Ruvu in Bagamoyo District, Coast Region . In the case of Mazimbu, the local
community offered voluntary labour in construction work .128 Ephraim Mkwega recalls that
he was among Tanzanian casual labourerswho volunteered to take part in the construction of
the Mazimbu social and economic infrastructure . At the time of the interview, he was 59
years old . He came into contact with the ANC cadres in 1976 at Kihonda when he was 18
years old . He was working with the Tanzania Sisal Marketing Authority (TSMA) . Among
others, the ANC cadres he worked with included Ndlovu, Mabuye, and Ossie Dennis .
Mkwega assisted in erecting animal sheds. They started with two pigs, which soon multiplied
into several hundreds . Later they raised chicken and kept dairy cows . Hon . Anna Abdalla,
the Morogoro Regional Commissioner from 1975, often teamed up with other regional
leaders and the general public in assisting ANC cadres to construct the Mazimbu Settlement
. The ANC did not have money to pay casual labourers regularly . While others left, some
including Mkwega remained. When O.R. Tambo was informed about his commitment to
the ANC and his spirit of voluntarism, he advised that he should be treated as a member of
the Mazimbu Community.129

Initially a school was constructed to accommodate South African students and young
people who ran away from South Africa following the Soweto student uprisings in 1976 .
Construction began with the renovation of two dilapidated buildings in order to create space
for accommodating 30 students, who by then were accommodated in different houses
around Morogoro Town . The school was opened

(128) Interviews with Anna Abdalla, op.cit, Ephraim Mkwega, Tunga R. Tunga, Edith Marsh Mboye, Mohamedi
Jambwari, Monica Mate, Joseph Mussa, Gaudence Vincent Abdallah, Nemess Frorence, and Kibibi Edward Twala,
(Morogoro) May 2007.

(129) Ibid.
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in 1977, but an actual official education programme began in 1978. After completing the two
houses for the accommodation of students, the construction team was not sure how to
proceed with other construction . Their morale was raised first by the visit of the Treasurer
General of the ANC, J . Nkaobe, in January and by another visit by the ANC President,
Oliver R. Tambo in February 1978 . While the Treasurer released funds for the construction
process, the President gave guidelines on how construction work should proceed. He stressed
that the ANC should build a school that would be the pride not only of the students who
would study there, but also of all the oppressed people of South Africa. He added that the
school to be built should be one that would always remain a monument of solidarity between
the people of Tanzania and the oppressed people of South Africa.130

As construction work continued, the Tanzanian government increased the grant of the
land to 250 acres .131 The first new buildings were begun on 8 January 1979-. In the same
year, the Mazimbu Education Centre was renamed Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College
(SOMAFCO) in honour of Solomon Mahlangu, a young student activist hero who was
hanged by the apartheid regime in 1979 .132 In November of the same year, the ANC
developed the Building Project of SOMAFCO . The project description constitutes site
description, a dormitory unit, a school, cultural facilities such as a cultural workshop and
amphitheatre, a children’s centre, a medical centre, sports village centre, vocational training
stores and farming and construction design facilities . The project description also indicated
the education structure and construction management structure as well as financial
estimates for all aspects of the project.

The Education Centre was broadly aimed to cater for remedial education of the
students and school education, considering that most of them had had low Bantu education
and a number of them had been in and out of school .133 SOMAFCO was aimed to fulfil the
wishes of the ANC, dating back to the mid-fifties through the Freedom Charter . Education
was taken by the ANC as one of the important fronts in the liberation struggle . Other fronts
were the military and the political . In the context of the liberation struggle, education had
to fight against the apartheid system of education, including Bantu education . Thus
SOMAFCO was expected to develop a broad spectrum of education that could facilitate
the comprehensive development of recipients as responsible members of society . Education
developed at SOMAFCO was supposed to be transformative . In other words, it was
supposed to transform the South African society from relations of domination, oppression,
and exploitation, and from the condition of inequality and injustice into a new democratic
society . The SOMAFCO education programme had to be based on the

(130) Ibid.

(131) Interview with Anna Abdalla, op. cit.

(132) Interview with the High Commissioner of South Africa to Tanzania, His Excellency Sindiso G. Mfenyane,
who worked and lived at Mazimbu and Dakawa, (Dar es Salaam) May 2007.

(133) Ibid.
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ANC education policy . Among important aspects of the policy were 100% literacy, free
compulsory education for all children, adequate education facilities, mass adult education,
all children to have access to the type of education they are suited to,and education to play
the role of moulding character and preparing full and responsible citizens . This educational
thrust was a direct contrast to the drab apartheid educational curricula that emphasized
pedagogies, highly conservative reading of certain German and Dutch educational traditions
adapted to the racial environment, and integrated to Bantu education.

The specific objectives of SOMAFCO included: First, to have an educational institution
which would cater for the education needs of young people who had been forced to leave
their country through the persecution of the racist South African regime . Second, the
educational institution was also supposed to cater for the education and training of the adult
population so that they could make a contribution to the liberation struggle in South Africa .
Third, SOMAFCO was to be used for the preparation of manpower and cadres who would
be able to contribute in building a new democratic South Africa after the collapse of the
apartheid regime.

In the process of planning a new and alternative type of curriculum, a fundamental
question was raised as to what should be the relationship between the political and
educational aspects of the school at SOMAFCO . As a revolutionary academy, SOMAFCO
had to raise the political and social consciousness of its students . But it had also to provide
good general education and to provide knowledge and skills for service in the new apartheid
free South Africa. The curriculum had, therefore, to take into consideration both aspects and
to strike a balance between them.

In order to raise the political consciousness of the students, the history of liberation
struggle in South Africa became an important part of social sciences . At primary level,
children were also taught revolutionary songs and were familiarised with the ANC leaders .
Natural sciences were given special emphasis as these were greatly downplayed in the Bantu
education system. Arts and culture were also part of the curriculum.

Another important aspect of the curriculum and education programme was the emphasis
put in combining classroom education and production . This was intended to bridge the gap
between mental and physical labour . Thus the students had also to be involved in farming,
horticulture, and handicraft activities . In.farming, they were involved in crop production,
cattle hushandry, piggery, and poultry.

In support of the curriculum and programmes, a number of institutions were established .
The secondary school was the heart and core of the Mazimbu Complex with five forms of
secondary education . At the beginning, it was assumed that was to be the only school, but
sooner or later it was realized that it was necessary to have nursery and primary schools. Due
to the expansion of the education centre, boarding accommodation, and houses for teachers
were established . Other structures built included a productive modern farm, workshops,
and factories making furniture and other articles, and a small but well equipped hospital
. A number of students
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who completed secondary education got scholarships to study abroad in socialist countries,
Scandinavian countries, and even in countries of Western Europe .
During the official opening of SOMAFCO in 1985, the ANC President, Oliver Tambo, in
his speech pointed out the achievements made by SOMAFCO as follows:

We have scored other successes, the most significant being the progress we have made
towards a genuine alliance between learning and production, between mind and
labour, which is the essence of our future liberated society. The Mazimbu of yesterday
was not untypical of a community with many features of a rural African setting . The
same area today is a picture of modern Africa, of which we, our Tanzania brothers
and sisters, as well as our supporters and allies throughout the world are justly proud.
From there we have sent out young people who are now returning as highly trained
specialists committed to advancing the interests of our people now and in the future .
Today, thanks to the great ventures in SOMAFCO, Mazimbu and Dakawa, that new
society (envisaged in the Freedom Charter) in fact is being born.134

Dakawa Settlement

Dakawa was established as the second ANC settlement in Tanzania in 1982. But land
was granted to the ANC by the Tanzania Government before 1982. Kilosa District
offered a total of 3,000 acres and Morogoro District offered a total of 10,000 acres for the
ANC agricultural project.135 Like Mazimbu, Dakawa is also located in Morogoro Region,
about 60 km from the main road between Morogoro and Dodoma.Dakawa constitutes a
larger area than Mazimbu, involving more than 10,000 acres in-an area which was a sugar
cane plantation . The situation which necessitated the establishment of Dakawa as an
extension of Mazimbu was the increasing number of South Africanswho fled from South
Africa. Thisincrease wasduetotheintensification of the liberation struggle, which resulted
in increased repression by the apartheid regime in the 1980s . Thus from the very
beginning, Dakawa was conceived of as a settlement where the ANC could settle its people
who fled from South Africa . The people at Dakawa werenot expected to live asrefugees, but
asaself-reliantcommunity engaged in various projects such as education, health,
agriculture, handicrafts, and manufacturing factories. Dakawa was also expected to
avoid the experience of Mazimbu, where 80% of the people engaged in the development of
the complex were Tanzanian workers . In Dakawa, development was to be done by the South
Africans themselves. Agriculture was to play an important role in their quest to be self-reliant.
On the whole, the objectives of developing Dakawa were first to provide formal and
informal training in a variety of fields for the ANC cadres. The second main objective
was to develop a range of agricultural projects such as crop farming, animal husbandry, and
horticulture . Various types of agricultural projects were outlined, including the production
of maize, sorghum, sunflower, beans, cotton, sweet potatoes, and groundnuts. Third, it was
intended to develop small scale industries for food

(134) Tambo, Oliver. Speech opening SOMAFCO. 1985.
(135) PMC/P.30/20/\VVol.3 Kub: MZA/LDC/3/13, dated 22 July 1981.
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processing, soap making, the making of leather goods, and handicrafts . In terms of a
vocational centre, full-time vocational training was to be established to train cadres of the
organization in fundamental skills . Fields to be offered included carpentry, joinery,
electrical installation, plumbing, motor mechanics, agro mechanics, welding, metalworking,
masonry, painting, and sign writing . The intention was toeventually develop the centre into
a technical college or university . The Dakawa Development Plan also included population
estimates . Given the size of land in Dakawa and the growing influx of immigrants from
South Africa in the 1980s, estimates were made on the different groups of people .
Population estimates in Dakawa indicate as follows:136

Table5: Population Estimatesin DifferentUnitsatDakawa in

the 1980s
Group Children Without  Children With | Total
Parents Parents
a) Creche 150 150 300
b) Nursery 300 300 600
c) Lower Primary 200 200 400
d) Higher Primary 200 200 400
e) Secondary 400 400 800
Sub-totals 1250 1250 2500
f) Village adults 2400
g) Vocational Training Centre 200
h) Students Orientation Centre 250
Total 5350

It was, however, pointed out in the plan that it was impossible to predict with accuracy the
eventual future population of the Dakawa Development Centre . Whereas the eventual
future population of SOMAFCO, Mazimbu was expected to be 2,500 persons, the minimum
estimate for Dakawa was 5,000 persons . Over the five years following 1984, the annual
growth of population was expected to be between 300 and 500 in terms of new arrivals and
natural increase. The estimate of 5,000 was expected to be reached after ten years, that is by
1994,

The 1990 Revised Dakawa Development Plan was aimed at revising the 1984
development plan . This step was necessitated by the political changes that were taking place
inside South Africa. Early in 1990, the ANC was unbanned and developments were such
that the apartheid regime was nearing its collapse, to give rise to a new democratic system.
Nelson Mandela and other prisoners were released.

(136) ANC. Development Plan for the Dakawa Development Centre.1984.
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While the 1984 plan was conceived to have a population of 5,000 accommodated in ten
villages, the new plan was based on a population of about 2,500 accommodated in four
villages . The revised plan put great emphasis on education and training facilities as required
by the ANC. Thus the revision focused on providing primary, secondary, and adult secondary
school education and expanding the vocational training facilities in order to develop the
potential of the inhabitants to cater for the needs of the post-apartheid South Africa . The
revised plan also took into consideration the nature and character of agricultural
development such that it was planned to operate in close cooperation and coordination
with the Mazimbu facilities . The plan for population was revised from that of more than
5,000 to that of 2,500 as shown below.137

Table 6: Revised Plan Population at Dakawa

Group Children Without  Children With | Total
Parents Parents

a) Creche 60 60

b) Nursery 120 120
¢) Primary and Secondary School 500 500
d) Adult Secondary School 200 200
e) Vocational Training School 200 - 200
Sub-totals 900 180 1080
f) Adult/Staff engaged in activities 1420
Totals 2500

It has to be noted, however, that by 1990, when the 1980 Development Plan for Dakawa
was being revised, a great deal of implementation had already been done . Actual
implementation of the 1984 plan began in mid-1984 . At that time, the settlement supported
only 200 to 300 inhabitants . By 1990, it supported 1,200 inhabitants,
engagedinvariousactivities, - includingtechnicaltraining, administration, agriculture, small
industries, and command activities.

The infrastructure ‘had been considerably developed . The main road leading to the
development centre, roads linking villages, and internal roads within villages had been
constructed . Water supply and drainage facilities, sewage facilities, and the power supply
had been developed . Residential houses for accommodation, dormitory blocks, classrooms,
a vocational training centre, and an inter-village centre had been constructed . Education
technical institutions and sports facilities were considerably developed . Not less than six
small industries had been developed at the industrial centre. Agricultural development had
reached the stage of cultivating 400 hectares of mainly maize and sunflower with 25 dairy
cows and 100 beef cattle.

(137) ANC. Revised 1984 Development Plan for Dakawa. 1990. See pp.22-23.
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On 2 February 1990, FW. de Klerk, the last president of the apartheid regime in South
Africa, made an announcement which unbanned the African National Congress, the Pan-
African Congress, and various other restricted organizations in South Africa .76

As far as the future of projects was concerned, the ANC National Executive Committee
issued a policy statement on 20 April 1990. In that statement, among other things, the ANC
NEC pointed out that with the unbanning of the ANC, the NEC had decided to transfer the
ANC’s headquarters to Johannesburg, South Africa . Because of that, the future of all
projects and activities of the ANC outside South Africa had to be reviewed . Despite the
review of the projects, the ANC was of the view that there were compelling reasons for the
continued existence of external projects, especially in relation to human resources
development.

Arising out of that view, the statement pointed out that SOMAFCO was to remain in
operation in the foreseeable future to cater for the over 1000 students. Furthermore, the ANC
decided to continue providing secondary education and vocational training at the Dakawa
Development Centre and to restructure those institutions to meet the needs of the new
situation . Continuing with secondary education and vocational training would enable 500
out-of-school youths in South Africa to benefit from education and training’. It was also
decided that, in addition to the education projects, all other projects at Mazimbu and Dakawa
such as farms and small scaleproduction units were also to continue.

On 6 February 1991, a donors’ conference was held in Arusha, convened by the ANC. In
his opening speech, the Vice Chairman of the Chama Cha Mapinduzi (Party of the
Revolution, CCM), Hon. Rashid Mfaume Kawawa, emphasized that “‘all social and economic
infrastructure established in the different countries of exile to-benefit South Africans must
continue to be serviced until majority rule is attained.”138

The statement by representatives of donor countries (Norway, Finland, and Sweden)
supported this stand with some modifications . The statement of the ANC noted:

With the unfolding situation within South Africa, the ANC’s priorities have changed

and a greater emphasis needs to be placed on project development in South Africa;

therefore, the Conference for Donors will have a dual aim, firstly to present our
remaining needs at Dakawa and Mazimbu and secondly the ANC’s future needs in

South Africa .139

While the ANC continued with the Mazimbu and Dakawa projects in Tanzania, steps were
also taken to develop new projects inside South Africa . When in 1994 a non- racial
democratic state was established with the ANC as the ruling party, the ANC handed over
Mazimbu and Dakawa to the Government of Tanzania. The Government of Tanzania decided
to make use of them in different ways. Mazimbu became a

(138) Kawawa, Hon. Rashid Mfaume. Speech at Donors” Conference. Arusha: 6 February 1991.
(139) ANC. Statement at Donors’ Conference. Arusha: 6 February 1991.
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campus of the Sokoine University of Agriculture . Dakawa is still continuing as an
education centre with an agricultural high school and a vocational training centre .

Zanzibar and FRELIMO

It is pertinent to point out the role that Zanzibar, albeit a part of the Republic since 1964,
specifically played in the liberation struggle of Mozambique . Its relationship began during
the colonial period and continued after independence .

Zanzibar’s Cooperation with Mozambique

There is a long history of cooperation between the people of Zanzibar and those of southern
Africa, particularly Mozambique . The history of this cooperation dates back even before
the formation of political parties after the Second World War . Makonde people came to
Zanzibar as early as the period of Portuguese rule along the East African coast in the early
16th century . A number of vessels carrying both Makonde and Portuguese officials arrived
in Zanzibar, particularly on Pemba Island from Pemba Bay in Cabo Delgado .140 The
Makonde worked with the Portuguese as potters and some as slaves . When the Portuguese
were defeated by the Arabs at the end of the 17th century, they left Zanzibar, but the
Makonde remained . The Makonde also came to Zanzibar from Mozambique running away
from cruel Portuguese rule. They came in search of jobs in clove plantations in Zanzibar in
general and Pemba in particular. Some came as skilled artisans in sculpturing. Most doors
and windows of ancient buildings in Zanzibar such as Beit-el-Ajaib and the Palace Museum
and also other wooden items seen today in Zanzibar were carved by the Makonde . As they
became successful, they invited their relatives in Mozambique to join them. Gradually, a large
number of Makonde people migrated to the islands and became part of the Zanzibari
community . Other people who migrated to Zanzibar from Mozambique alongside the
Makonde were the Yao and the Makua . However, the Makonde were more numerous than
the other tribes from Mozambique . Naturally, all immigrants from Mozambique, whether
Yao or Makua, came to be identified as Makonde.141
Itis also said that the name Pemba originated from Pemba Bay in Mozambique .

As noted above, most Makonde from Pemba Bay in Mozambique migrated to Pemba
Island, some as slaves and others as labourers on clove plantations. The name of the island
before it adopted the name Pemba from Pemba Bay in Mozambique is not yet known .142 In
Kilwa, where the Portuguese stayed, there is also a place called Pemba . The evidence
provided by most people interviewed to prove this claim is that almost all of the people of
Pemba Island have similar dialects with the Makonde. For

(140) Interview with Mchingama, (Zanzibar) April 2006; Interview with Borafya, op. cit.

(141) Ibid.

(142) However, from interviews carried out, most likely the name was still Pemba as the word has local roots. For
example, among the Digo people along the Tanga coastline who used to travel to the Island each farming season
to cultivate paddy, the name for a paddy farm is “pemba.” Furthermore, among the Gunya people of Zanzibar,
“pemba” is the name of the sail of a dhow.



52 southern african liberation struggles 1960-1994

example, both the Makonde and other people in Pemba, put ‘N’ in the place of ‘M’ when
they pronounce words such as Mtu, Mkate, and Mtoto (Swahili words meaning person, bread,
and child respectively) . They pronounce them as Ntu, Nkate, and Ntoto. Similarly, they share
the same intonation in speech.143

Apart from that, those interviewed noted that Pemba Island has a big number  of
Makonde, to the extent that out of every three people, there will be a Makonde . There are
also cultures which are found both in Pemba and in Mozambique. Culture practices such as
mchezo wa ng’ombe (bull fight), which is most practiced in Pemba, is also practiced in
Mozambique, but in Mozambique they usually use the buffalo instead of a bull . That was a
symbol of Portuguese cruelty, in order for a prisoner to be freed he had to fight and defeat a
buffalo . There is also ngoma ya kibati and msewe (kibati and msewe play), played by people
of Pemba Bay of Mozambique, Pemba of Zanzibar, and Pemba of Kilwa.144

During the political awakening in the islands, the Makonde participated fully . They
registered themselves as the African Association, which was established in Zanzibar in
1934 . In 1957, there was a coalition between the African Association and the Shirazi
Association to form the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP); most of the Makonde were among the
active members of the ASP. They actively participated in the struggle for independence in
Zanzibar, particularly as members of the ASP. The Sultan’s government and other political
parties demanded their repatriation to the mainland during the time of elections as they knew
that they would vote for the ASP. For instance, in 1963 three vessels (ships) were provided
by the Sultan to transport all people of mainland origin, including the Makonde, back to
Tanganyika as it was claimed that they were not eligible to vote.145

Furthermore, the Makonde participated fully in carrying out the Zanzibar Revolution .
Unlike other Zanzibaris, they were better experts in using arrows, bows, and machetes, the
traditional weapons employed- in carrying out the popular revolt . They were, therefore, in
the frontline of the operation . It is next to impossible to omit them in the annals of the
history of the Zanzibar Revolution as they provided critical support for its success . There is
a saying which is today used in Zanzibar to tease the Makonde, which nevertheless
vindicates their critical role in the revolution . “Wakati wa mapinduzi, makonde chonga mbele,
(songa mbele) wakati wa kazi ya jeshi, makonde Npupi (mfupi),” meaning, during the
revolution, the Makonde were ordered to go to the frontline; during recruitment into the
regular army, they were disqualified for being too short.146

(143) lbid.

(144) Interview with Mr Atanas Benjamini Guga and Mr Andrick Kajogoo Venedi, members of the Makonde
community living in Zanzibar and working in the Consulate of the Republic of Mozambique, (Zanzibar)
March 2007.

(145) Ibid. Mchingama, op. cit.

(146) Interview with Mr Athumani Nyuni, Mwenyekiti, wa Wazee wa CCM, (Zanzibar) March 2007. Also
interview with Mr Borafya, op. cit.
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The Mozambique African National Union (MANU)

When the wind of change was blowing in Africa in the early 1960s, the Makonde people
living in Tanganyika and Zanzibar were also touched by the struggles . They, therefore,
started to be involved in the struggle for the independence of their country of origin .
MANU, which was popularly known as Makonde Union was formed in Tanganyika, from
where it crossed the Indian Ocean to Zanzibar . MANU was a catalyst for the Makonde
people of Zanzibar to fight for the independence of Mozambique. The party was welcomed,
accepted and supported by the ASP. However, because Zanzibar was still under colonial rule
and Arab domination, ASP support was limited although quite significant.

MANU rented a house at a place called Mwembeladu, close to Biziredi Mosque . The office
was popularly known as the Makonde Club . This name has been maintained to date . This
was the first office of MANU in Zanzibar . However, because MANU members were
financially poor, they could not manage to pay rent. Soon afterwards, MANU found itself in
heavy debts. The ASP settled the debts, after which it assisted in paying the rent.147

The FRELIMO Party before the

Zanzibar Revolution

As already explained, MANU merged with the National African Union of Independent
Mozambique (UNAMI) and the Mozambique National Democratic Union (UDENAMO) to
form FRELIMO in 1962 . Given that some of the MANU members-did not join FRELIMO,
the new front was obliged to set up its first office not at Mwembeladu, but at Makadara, in
the Mwembemimba area . There too they rented the premises. That was the first FRELIMO
office in Zanzibar . The ASP stopped paying rent for the Makonde Union and instead
supported FRELIMO . However, the ASP was not able to offer adequate support to
FRELIMO as they were still under colonial rule . Consequently, FRELIMO accumulated
debts for failing to pay rent. The landlord, who was a member of the ASP, cancelled the debt
as his contribution to the struggle for independence in Mozambique.148

The ASP offered FRELIMO an office in one of the rooms at ASP headquartersat Mapipa
ya Ngozi, currently Kisiwandui . The same premises are presently serving as a CCM Sub-
Office for Zanzibar . This was the first FRELIMO Office in Zanzibar . This was before the
Revolution . In 1963, FRELIMO called the youth to join their colleagues in Dar es Salaam for
military training in Liberia and at Bagamoyo . Mozambican youth living in Zanzibar and
Pemba Islands were very eager to go for training . Therefore, they responded positively .
Youth from Pemba and Zanzibar assembled at Kisiwandui where FRELIMO offices were
located . However, neither the youth nor FRELIMO

(147) Mchingama, op. cit.
(148) Mchingama, op. cit.
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could cover the cost of transport . The ASP was not able to assist as it was tied up with
financing its election campaign . The ASP advised the youth to travel in the ships provided
by the Sultan government to repatriate people of mainland origin to Tanganyika . However,
on reaching the port, they found that the ships had sailed away . While waiting for further
assistance, they collaborated with ASP Youth in planning the Zanzibar Revolution.

The FRELIMO Party after the
Zanzibar Revolution

The Zanzibar Revolution was successfully carried out by the ASP Youth League in
collaboration with the FRELIMO Youth on 12 January 1964 . As noted above, the Makonde
played a critical role in the revolution . Naturally, the Revolutionary Government felt
obliged to provide, in turn, full support to the Mozambique Freedom Fighters. FRELIMO was
the only party which was recognized by the Revolutionary Government and the ASP.

As noted previously, it was on 25 September 1964 that the armed struggle was launched
at Chai, in the Province of Cabo Delgado.149 After the revolution, Karume declared that the
government would support freedom fighters in countries which were still struggling for
their independence . In a public meeting which was held at Maisara ground at Mnazi Mmoja
area in Zanzibar, President Karume emphasized that Zanzibar was independent and should
help its friends in southern Africa who were under colonial rule. This objective is also found
in the ASP manifesto. The call to assist liberation struggles was responded to by the people
of Zanzibar; they were determined to provide any assistance of which they were capable.150

Because the Makonde were part of the Zanzibari community, the Revolutionary
Government provided very close cooperation to FRELIMO in the struggle for Mozambican
independence. Unlike Mozambique, other countries which were under colonial rule, did not
get direct support from Zanzibar . Contribution to these other countries was mostly through
the Union Government which was created when the two countries, Tanganyika and Zanzibar,
united on 26 April 1964 . After the revolution, Zanzibar’s economic position was good because
cloves commanded a good price on the world market . Zanzibar contributed a lot to the
Liberation Committee, through the Union Government; however, statistical data could not be
obtained.151

After the revolution, FRELIMO continued to operate from the same office at
Kisiwandui . As already hinted, before the revolution, there was another movement which
was also fighting for the independence of Mozambique, namely the Revolutionary
Committee of Mozambique (COREMO). The movement was

(149) Essack, Karim. The Struggle for People’s Power in Southern Africa. Dar es Salaam: Thakers Printers and
Publishers, 1975.

(150) ZNA/BAI/68/2, op. cit.; Interview with Mr Athuman Hemed Nyuni, Mr Borafya Juma Silima, op. cit.
(151) Interviews with Mr Borafya, op. cit.; Prof. A. Sherif, (Zanzibar) April 2007.
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opposed to FRELIMO . However, the ASP gave it an office at Kisiwandui building. In order
to strengthen FRELIMO after the assassination of Dr Mondlane in 1969, the Revolutionary
Government banned COREMO and all its members were expelled from Zanzibar.152

The Revolutionary Government donated to FRELIMO twin buildings at Kikwajuni area.
Hitherto the buildings housed the American Library. The Americans, who were using the
buildings, were moved out and the buildings became new FRELIMO Offices . These
buildings are currently used as offices and the residence of the Consulate of the Republic of
Mozambique in Zanzibar.153

Another building which the government gave to FRELIMO is found in Migombani area in
Zanzibar . The FRELIMO Representative in Zanzibar, Mr Bartholomeo Mtika, lived in that
building . Thiswas before the establishment of the Mozambique Consulate in Zanzibar . When
Mr Mtika left for Mozambique, the house was taken over by the Revolutionary Government
. The house is currently used by the National Insurance Company, Zanzibar branch . When
the Consulate of the Republic of Mozambique was established in Zanzibar, the
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar provided another building to FRELIMO where the
Consular General is living . The building is in Migombani area, a few metres from the
former building which was used by the FRELIMO Representative.154

Mtoni and Chukwani Camps

When FRELIMO asked for assistance from the Revolutionary Government under the
leadership of President Abeid Amani Karume to send its youth to-Dar es Salaam to join
their colleagues for military training, Karume advised FRELIMO to send them to the
Zanzibar Liberation Army (ZLA) for training by Chinese instructors . Many FRELIMO
youth undertook military training at Chukwani and*Mtoni Camps. These were the major
camps where they trained together with Zanzibar youth. After completing the training, they
were sent to join their colleagues at Nachingwea, from where they proceeded to the frontline
in Mozambique . Others were left as reserves in Zanzibar at the advice of President Karume.
This shows the great confidence that the ASP had in FRELIMO youth as the backbone of the
revolution . All the training costs were borne by the Revolutionary Government . Other
FRELIMO youth were given military training at Kitope and Dunga Camps.

Kitope Camp and Residence

Kitope is an area in Zanzibar, where a large number of people of Mozambican origin have
been residing for a long time . It is located in the Northern Region on

(152) Interview with Capt. Mchingama, op. cit.

(153) Interview with Mr Bernado Costantino Lidimba, Consul General, (Consulate of the Republic of Mozambique
in Zanzibar) April 2007.

(154) Ibid. and Capt. Mchingama, op.cit.
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Zanzibar Island . Other areas in Zanzibar where Mozambican immigrants are found in large
numbers are Dunga, Chuwini, and Pemba. It is at Kitope where the first camp was set up to
provide FRELIMO youth with preliminary military training before they were sent to
Nachingwea for basic training . The camp is called Dongongwe Camp . Apart from military
training, the trainees were also engaged in agricultural activities for their own food self-
sufficiency . The surplus was sold to get money to support other activities at the camp .
Mozambique representative, Mr Bartholomeo Mtika, popularly known by the Kitope
community as Mr Gulugulu, was the leader supervising all activities in the camp.

The Kitope community contributed a lot to the struggle for the independence of
Mozambique . This is due to the fact that the ASP was very strong in Kitope . Many of its
residents were Makonde people . They were active members of the ASP; they participated
actively in the preparations of the revolution which, as noted previously, were done in this
area . Eventually, they teamed up with other activists in carrying out the revolution . When
Karume came back from Ghana in 1958, where he attended the All African People
Congress, his first destination was Kitope . The ground where he addressed the masses at
Kitope has retained the name of Ghana. The ASP, later the CCM branch at Kitope, is known
as the Ghana Branch.

At the ASP branch, a liberation committee was formed by the party members to assist
FRELIMO in its struggle . The committee included ASP and FRELIMO -members (who
were also members of ASP). The work of the established committee was to discuss issues
pertaining to the independence of Mozambique and to inform people about the proceedings
. Mr Fadhil Juma, who was the Chairperson at Kitope, supervised the activities of the
committee . The committee also mobilized provision of moral and material support to the
freedom fighters . Committee members mobilized people to contribute to the struggle .
People contributed materials such as food, clothes, cooking vessels, donkeys, money, and
other items. The committee members collected these materials and gave people receipts .
Each person contributed between 100 and 200 Tsh . Other contributions also came from
other areas . Those materials were handed over to the FRELIMO office.155

Ms . Farashuu Ally and Mr Lucas, an elderly man who migrated to Kitope from
Mozambique in the early 1950s, were among the committee members . They explained that
many people responded favourably when they were asked to contribute for FRELIMO
fighters . The most memorable contribution consisted of donkeys . It is estimated that more
than thirty donkeys were contributed . These were needed by FRELIMO fighters to carry
heavy luggage, including weapons, to the battle ground . As FRELIMO was engaged in
guerrilla warfare, donkeys (after their vocal chords were removed) were better suited than
noisy motor transport for transporting materials to the battle field . Other people in Kitope
sold donkeys to FRELIMO at a

(155) Interview with Bi Farashuu Ali, Mr Lucas, and bi Asha Fundi, (Kitope Area) March 2007.
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token price as a contribution to the struggle .156 Chinese military surgeons operated on the
donkeys to remove their vocal chords, in order to make them voiceless and hence safe for
use on the battle field . Then the donkeys, together with other materials, were sent by the
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar to Dar es Salaam to be transported to Nachingwea
Camp.

The Kitope Camp, however, was found not to be conducive for the youth who were
prepared to be sent to the mainland . This is because the area was regularly infested by
malaria causing mosquitoes; thus many youth were frequently attacked by malaria .
Therefore, the camp was transferred to Dunga .157

Dunga Camp and Plantation

The camp and farm are located in the southern region of Zanzibar. The camp is about twelve
miles from Zanzibar Town . Youth from Kitope Camp and other areas who volunteered to
join liberation struggles were collected at Dunga Camp for preliminary training before they
were taken to the mainland camps . The camp was under the supervision of a leader, a
Makonde called Mr Mwabole. Later, the camp was under the leadership of Jabili Mpinyeke.
He was the last FRELIMO Chair before Mozambique gained independence .158 The camp
was another contribution of the Zanzibar government to FRELIMO . It was more advanced
compared to Dongongwe Camp at Kitope . Larger numbers of youth were collected and the
government provided instructors and medical doctors to supervise the whole process of
preparing youth and providing them with medical checkups and treatments to make sure
that they were fit for the struggle . All the costs were covered by the government . The
government also issued an assistance of office furniture for the FRELIMO offices at Dunga.
Being of good quality and durable, some of the furniture is still in use . Other furniture has
been preserved in FRELIMO stores as souvenirs of the struggle.159

Dunga Camp was placed alongside the ASP youth league offices . It is only one hundred
metres from the ASP youth league office to the FRELIMO camp . The government saw the
need to camouflage the camp from the enemies of the liberation struggle . The area during
the liberations struggles was kept secret so that the foreign enemies, FRELIMO enemies,
should notdiscover the camp. Thus the sign postshowed that both offices belonged to the ASP
Youth League . This was done deliberately by the government of Zanzibar to hide the camp
from being easily detected by the enemies of the liberation struggle of Mozambique, and also
to make FRELIMO youth and the ASP youth league work closely in supporting FRELIMO’s
liberation struggles.160

(156) Ibid.

(157) lbid.

(158) Mr Nyuni and Borafya, op. cit.

(159) Capt. Mchingama, op. cit.

(160) Interview with Mr Bernado Constantino Lidimba, Consul General of the Consulate of the Republic of
Mozambique, (Zanzibar) April 2007; Capt. Mchingama, Mr Nyuni, and Mr Borafia, op. cit.
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Furthermore, the government contributed farm land, approximately three acres, to
FRELIMO at Dunga Camp and another farm in the Kitope area . Both farms were
contributed by the Zanzibar government to FRELIMO fighters to help the youth to
produce food and sell surplus for their immediate needs at the camp as well as to cover
some other costs . Crops such as sweet potatoes, cassava, and fruit plants were cultivated by
FRELIMO youth and other members; the Zanzibar youth also assisted the FRELIMO youth
in agricultural activities . The plantation, which also contained coconut palms, supplied
food to almost the whole of Zanzibar Island . Zanzibaris provided a good market for the
products, especially during the holy month of Ramadan when the products were much
consumed as the majority of Zanzibaris are Moslems .161 Traders bought cassava, sweet
potatoes, and coconuts in large quantities to sell them in town.

On Pemba, there was also a farm at Ngezi where the Makonde FRELIMO fighters
cultivated similar crops and sold them to the people of Pemba . Though people needed these
products for their subsistence needs, they were also aware that by buying those products
they were contributing to the liberation struggle of Mozambique . The plantations still exist
and are in use . They are still owned by the Mozambican community resident in Zanzibar .

A Makonde dance, popularly known-as sindimba, was introduced in the camp . This was
among the strategies of mobilizing funds for the liberation struggle . Both men and women
danced . All the dancing preparations took place in the camp . The sindimba dance was
done in form of role play; in the middle of dancing they dramatized"different Zanzibari
cultures, for instance mwarabu na mkewe (Arab man and his wife), Mvuvi (fisherman), and
many others . The most interesting thing was that the Zanzibar youth, male and female, also
joined the sindimba dancing group; they were well trained and-therefore danced as if they
were born and brought up in Mozambique . During different occasions such as public,
religious holidays, and wedding ceremonies, sindimba dancing groups entertained the
people of Zanzibar . Also they built ukumbi wa makuti (local halls) at Mnazi Mmoja and
Maisara ground at Stone Town area and people paid entrance fees. Many people were attracted
to the dance . They could not stay at home while a sindimba group was performing nearby.
This provided FRELIMO with funds to support the liberation struggle .162 The Dunga offices
still exist and are in use . However, the offices now are not for FRELIMO only, but for all
Mozambicans living in Zanzibar even though others are not members of FRELIMO . The
FRELIMO members have their office inthe building and those who are not members have a
room in the building . A tower has been built as amemorial to the struggle; every year, on
the Independence Day of Mozambique (25 June), on the launching day of the liberation
struggles in Mozambique (25 September), and also during Mozambican women’s day (7
April), all the Mozambican people living

(161) Interview with Mr Ernest Mmamu, a Makonde residing and working at the Dunga Camp, (Dunga)
March 2007.
(162) Interview with Mr Ernest Mmamu, op. cit.
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in Zanzibar, with their Zanzibari comrades, come together at the tower and place flowers at
the tower in remembrance of the liberation struggle and of those who lost their lives in the
struggle . On such occasions, different activities including the sindimba dance are
performed.163

Other Socio-Economic Dimensions

Tanzania also provided education opportunities, health care, and other essential social
services, in order to advance the cause of the liberation struggle . Although some of these
services were provided in the military training camps and settlements for social and
economic development, some of the cadres were also granted opportunities to study in the
regular institutions and colleges with Tanzanians. Colonel Kedy Rose Mopereo, who arrived
in Tanzania in 1977 asa member of the PAC, told us, “Tanzania contributed to my education . |
schooled here, | did my tertiary at Ustawi wa Jamii . | was among the first South Africans
who pioneered to the opening of the Institute of Social Work (Taasisi ya Ustawi wa Jamii);
that was in 1980, and | graduated in 1983.”164 This PAC cadre, currently serving as a Military
Advisor inthe South African High Commission in Dar es Salaam, explained:

I was recruited into the PAC as a “Child soldier” at the age of 16 . | played an active
role in the SOWETO students’ uprisings in June 1976 . | was a courier between the
PAC leaders and the students and other cells, both inside South Africa and outside, ie.
Botswana . | was imprisoned at Matsapa Prison in Swaziland for crossing the border
illegally . In spite of assurances from both the UNHCR and the racist regime, I chose
to proceed to Dar es Salaam rather than be repatriated to South Africa. On arriving in
Dar es Salaam, we were delivered to the PAC Houses . | personally stayed in Upanga
Area, in a Street called Senegal, next to the Fire Station . That was my first place of
residence in Tanzania.

We were assured of our safety as the Government of Tanzania managed to rally the
support of the masses on the ground. \We were a security risk and yet the Government
leased houses to us without fearing attacks. They were willing and ready even to accept
some of us in their schools.

I did my tertiary education at the National Institute for Social Welfare. | was among
the first South Africans who pioneered the opening of the Institute . That was in 1980
and | graduated in 1983. In a way, that contributed to the liberation struggle. I used the
skills I learnt at the Institute in Zimbabwe and later in South Africa.165

Mrs Zainab Bakilana was in charge of PAC and ANC students in Tanzania who were being
sponsored by the African American Institute, through the Southern African Training
Programme, between 1984 and 1994 . She told us that many students from South Africa
passed through this programme. There was a close liaison between her office, the offices of
the liberation movements, and USAID . The qualifying students were sent to the United
States, Ghana, Nigeria, or Ethiopia according to their choice

(163) Capt. Mchingama, op.cit.
(164) Interview with Colonel Rose Jalle Mopero, op.cit.
(165) Interview with Col. Rose Jalle, op.cit.
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of studies . The majority of the students were admitted to Tanzanian Colleges and Institutes,
namely, the College of Business Education, the Co-operative College of Moshi, and
Mzumbe Institute .166

Tanzania started offering scholarships to Mozambican refugees in various fields from
1962 . Political education was provided for both FRELIMO cadres and freedom fighters to
sensitize them on the course and meaning of the liberation struggle .167 The Tanzanian
Government allowed FRELIMO to build several educational centres in the country. They
built Bagamoyo Secondary School, headed by Graca Machel, and the Mozambican Institute
at Kurasini in Dar es Salaam, which offered secondary education specifically for
Mozambican youth . In 1963, the Institute, which also trained health staff for liberated
areas, had 130 students .168 FRELIMO built a teachers’ training centre at Tunduru . This
effort was in preparation for their own social needs in a liberated Mozambique.

Another aspect was financial assistance to the liberation movements . The government
mobilized resources to help the armed struggle . The magnitude of the contribution in
monetary terms is difficult to document as it was part of the TPDF national defence and
security recurrent budget . Besides direct material and financial contributions to liberation
movements, Tanzania did not default in its mandatory financial contributions to the OAU
Liberation Committee . Between 1964/1965 and 1967/1968, the country contributed a total
of Sterling Pound 81,093 .169 Between 1977/1978 and 1986/1987, Tanzania’s total
contributions were USD $351,879 .170 Annual contributions were:

Table 7: Cash Contributions by Tanzania to the OAU Liberation Committee

Year Contributions in Contributions in US Totals
Sterling Pounds Dollars

1964/1965 £ 20,000

1965/1966 £ 22,000

1966/1967 £ 24,000

1967/1968 £ 15,093

1964 to 1968 £ 81,093

1977/1978 $ 15,098

1980/1981 $ 73,603

(166) Interview with Zainab Bakilana, (Dar es Salaam) 19 December 2008.

(167) Interviews with Kingunge Ngombale Mwiru, op.cit; Lt. Gen. G. Sayore (Rtd), (Dar es Salaam) 10 May
2007. Among other duties, Hon. Ngombale Mwiru served as the Principal of TANU’s and later CCM’s Kivukoni
Ideological College (presently Mwalimu J.K. Nyerere Memorial College) and Chief Education Officer of the
National Service, while Lt. Gen. Sayore served as a Military Instructor at Farm 17 Military Camp.

(168) Panaf. Eduardo Mondlane. London: Panaf Book Ltd, 1972: Seep.37.

(169) OAU Liberation Committee. Report to the 12th Session. Conakry, Guinea: 9 January 1968: See Annex | for
“Detailed Statement of Arrears of Contribution to the Special Fund of the OAU Liberation Committee as at 31st.”
(170) OAU Liberation Committee. Report to the 56th Session. Abuja, Nigeria: 24-25 May 1991.
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1981/1982 $ 70,607

1983/1984 $ 60,602

Settlement of Arrears $ 50,353

1985/1986 $ 103,477

1986/1987 $ 28,492

1977 to 1987 $351,879

In addition to contributions via the TPDF and the OAU, Tanzanians set up a fundraising
committee in order to mobilise financial and other material contributions from the general
public for the liberation struggle. Known as the TANU and later the CCM Committee for
the Liberation of Africa, its members included:

» Executive Secretary of TANU, Secretary General of CCM
 Principal Secretary, PMO and 2nd VP

« Commander of the Defence Forces (CDF)

« Executive Secretary, OAU Liberation Committee

« Director of Intelligencel71

The Committee was normally chaired by a Cabinet Minister . For example, since its
inception in 1972 until 29 June 1973, it was chaired by Hon. I M. Bhoke Munaka,
Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s and Second Vice President’s Office . In its first
meeting, the Committee approved and promised to provide financial and material support to
the ZANU/ZAPU Joint Military Command Agreement signed at Mbeya on 23 May 1972 by
J.Z . Moyo (Chairman of ZAPU) and H W. Chitepo (Chairman of ZANU) . The signing
ceremony was witnessed by G .S . Magombe, Executive Secretary of the OAU Liberation
Committee . Consequently, the Committee approved the ZAPU request for financial
assistance as detailed below:

Table 8: ZAPU Request for Financial Assistance

# Item Amount
i Rental charges 16,290.00
i . Vehicle Maintenance 2,098 85
iii . Telephone and Telegram 9,098.80
iv. Transport and fare 2,487.10
Vi, Debts 1,841.05
V. Licence and insurance 1,896.30
TOTAL: 33,712.10

Other liberation movements whose requests for financial assistance were approved
included FROLIZI (20,000.00Tsh) and the MPLA (253,902.10Tsh) 172 In

(171) GSO Records, PMC/P.30/25.
(172) Ibid.
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its third meeting held on 12 March 1973, it approved an assistance of £ 10,000 to SWAPO .
It should be noted that these contributions were over and beyond regular contributions to
the OAU Liberation Committee . In its fifth meeting held on 19 July 1973, the Committee
considered: Requests for war equipment, food, and funds from ZANU and SWAPO, and a
request for English language lessons for FRELIMO’s Health Cadres.

In relation to the MPLA, requests discussed and agreed upon by the Committee, are
noted in a Minute to the Principal Secretary, Vice President’s Office, from the State House,
dated 25 January 1970, as follows:

1. Todayat 12:30, the President and Vice President met an MPLA delegation led by its
President, Dr A. Neto.

2. Itwasagreed:
a) MPLA should be assisted with war equipment.
b) Provided with a separate training camp, if possible at Chunya.
c) Provided with construction equipment.
d) Provided with cash money.

3. The President to set up a special fund for liberation and also to request friendly
countries to contribute to it.

Similar to FRELIMO an annual budget be prepared for MPLA.
5. Every possible assistance be provided to Angolans in their war for liberation.

While by 1991 some of the OAU Member States had outstanding debts accumulated over
several years, Tanzania and a few other countries had no such debts (Annex I) . When the
guerrilla warfare started in 1964, many Mozambican freedom fighters died and many others
sustained injuries . Those who were injured had nowhere to go except Tanzania . Tanzanians
sympathised with them and nursed them back to life . Tanzanians were encouraged to donate
blood in order to save the lives of freedom fighters .173 Mtwara Region, for example, gave
FRELIMO land at Ligula near the regional hospital to construct a hospital for the sick and
injured freedom fighters . The Government of Tanzania supplied FRELIMO health centres
with medical equipment, medicines, beds, and doctors .174 Although they built their own
health centres, Mozambicans who were living in rural areas were treated in government
hospitals and health centres . After independence, FRELIMO handed over its health centres
and hospitals to the government of Tanzania . Ligula hospital in Mtwara is a case in point .
The maternity wing at Ligula Regional Hospital has been named
“FRELIMO Ward.”

In order to assist the Liberation Movements in Health Training, Tanzania set up the

Morogoro Multinational Health Training Programme . The project started in 1977 and

(173) Interview with Ambassador Christopher Liundi, (Dar es Salaam) 30 October 2008.
(174) Interview with Suleiman Tuliza, (Majengo, Mtwara) 12 October 2006.
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wound up on 15 February 1985 . It was funded by the UNDP and the WHO through the
OAU Liberation Committee and in cooperation with the Tanzanian Ministry of Health . It
attained its objectives by training 187 Zimbabweans, 242 Namibians, and 91 South
Africans, totalling 520 people.175

Tanzania willingly offered transport facilities to Mozambican freedom fighters . All
material support received from friendly nations entered through Tanzanian harbours and
airports from where they were transported to the centres of operation . For example, many
weapons were transported by road up to Mbeya; others were transported by sea to Mtwara
Port, then by road to Nachingwea . Tanzania also constructed the road from Kitaya along
Ruvuma River up to Newala to facilitate movement of both guerrilla fighters and weapons to
the frontline 176 Brig. Gen (Rtd) Mbita explained that the former Home Affairs’ Minister of
Tanzania, Job Lusinde, arranged for arms to be transported up to the Tunduma border post,
where they were received by Zambian and Liberation Movements’ leaders . Among such
leaders were President Kaunda himself, his Home Affairs’ Minister, Aron Milner, Joshua
Nkomo, and Gen . Msika from ZAPU . It was only after the indigenization of the Zambian
Armed Forces that these political leaders ceded this task to the Zambian Army.177

Similarly, the impetus for the construction by the Government of the People’s Republic of
China of the TAZARA Railway Line from Dar es Salaam to Kapiri Mposhi in Zambia, from
1970 t01975; as well as the construction of the Dar es Salaam to Tunduma Highway and the
TAZAMA oil pipeline from the Dar es Salaam port to Zambia was largely derived from the
political objective of supporting the liberation struggle in southern Africa.178

Tanzania also assumed the important role of issuing travel documents to the liberation
fighters . In one of its reports, the OAU Liberation Committee observed:

The problem of issuing travelling documents to the liberation fighters has of late,

become an acute one. It will be recalled that since the establishment of the committee,

the government of Tanzania has borne the greatest share of this responsibility and

has been issuing travelling documents to freedom fighters either on going out for

military training or for academic studies. This has resulted in a massive concentration

of freedom fighters in Tanzania.179

Samora Machel, the President of Mozambique’s representation, gives a holistic picture of
Tanzania’s contribution:

(175) Report of the Executive Secretary to the 43rd Session of the OAU Liberation Committee. Accra, Ghana:
February 1985. Besides Dr Kassiga from Tanzania, other instructors at the Institute included Dr Shabalala, a
former Minister of Health under President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa. Interview with Brig. Gen. (Rtd) Mbita
and Mama Anna Abdalla, op.cit.

(176) Interview with Mussa Mzee, (Chuno-Kianga, Mtwara) 28 October 2007.

(177) Interview with Brig. Gen. (Rtd) Hashim Mbita, op. cit.

(178) While Western countries dismissed TAZARA as a useless and an unviable project, the US government
deliberately funded the construction of the Dar es Salaam to Tunduma Highway in order to discourage the idea of
the construction of TAZARA. Interview with Prof. T. Mbwette, (Dar es Salaam) 17 November 2008.

(179) OAU Liberation Committee. Report to the 10th Session. Kinshasa, Congo: January 1967; Interview with
Raphael Kubaga, former Director of Immigration, (Dar es Salaam) March 2007. Similarly, See PMC/P.30/20/834,
dated 20 September1977.
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evittory of consequent struggle, the re-establishment of peace in Mozambique

took place in the year 1974, a year proclaimed by TANU as the year of liberation, a year
of great mobilization of the masses in solidarity towards our struggle and that of our
brotherly people in Southern Africa.

The Mozambican people learned from Tanzania the great lesson of fraternity and

internationalism . In your country we never felt as foreigners and everywhere we
enveloped ourselves in the warmth of solidarity .

In spite of your poverty, in spite of difficulties, you have always been ready to tighten

your belt in response to the needs of war in Mozambique.

Inyour villages the people would pick out maize, some cassava, a goat, a hen to offer

to Mozambique.

Four million shillings, four million sacrifices were handed to us at your party’s

celebration in 1974 .

In the hospitals the people would queue to donate blood to Mozambique . Tanzanian

blood saved many Mozambican lives.

To say thank you to TANU, to yourself, to your people and government is

too little . But we shall say this: we learned from your example and FRELIMO’s
leadership. Mozambique will always be for Tanzania led by TANU a sure ally for the
consolidation and development of the Revolution which belongs to us all... 180

International Community Support

The second aspect of the contribution of Tanzania to the liberation struggle of
southern Africa involved the mobilization of the international community to support the

struggle. Thisrolehadthreeaspects. Firstly, itinvolved the securing of arms, aswell as financial,
moral, and material support for the liberation movements. The countries which supplied arms

to the liberation movements were the USSR, China, India, Egypt under Abdul Nasser, and

Algeria under Ben Bella. The arms were allowed to come in free of customs duty; the TPDF

undertook the task of moving them from the Dar es Salaam port to the borders, before they

were handed over to the respective liberation movements.181 Initially, it was difficult to
pass or hand over the arms to Zambia, because the Zambian army was headed by British
Officers . However, after the re- organisation of the Zambia Army in 1970, the arms could

be passed or handed over safely and Zambia became a trusted and loyal supporter of the

liberation struggle.182 The second aspect was to sensitize and mobilize the international

community to support the liberation struggle . This effort was undertaken especially by

President Nyerere in international fora, such as with the United Nations Organisation (UNO),

(180) Machel, Samora. Report to the 24th Session of the OAU Liberation Committee. Dar es Salaam, TZ, 1975.
(181) Interviews with Msuya, op. cit; Mbita, op. cit.

(182) Interviews with Gen. Sarakikya (Rtd), op.cit; Lt. Gen. Sayore (Rtd), op.cit. As a result of sharing borders with
Mozambique, Southern Rhodesia, and Angola, Zambia was more vulnerable to attacks than Tanzania. The First
Commander of the Zambian Defence Forces, Major Kingsley Chinkuli spent some time in Tanzania as a Guest of
the CDF, Gen. Sarakikya. He studied closely the role of the TPDF in the liberation struggle. The TPDF was allowed
by the Government of Zambia to ferry supplies through its territory, up to the border with Angola. Interview with
Brig. Gen. Mbita, op. cit.. As Smith was intimidating Zambia, Mozambique diverted attention from it.
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the Commonwealth, the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), the Arab League, and the
Organisation of African Unity .183

Thirdly, President Nyerere worked closely with the OAU Liberation Committee, which
was based in Tanzania, and with the Frontline States, whose meetings he chaired until he retired
in 1985 . In supporting the liberation struggle, he worked tirelessly to resolve conflicts
between and among the liberation movements . The efforts made by Tanzania in all these
areas were significant; they resulted in the recognition of liberation movements as
legitimate representatives of oppressed people, rather than as terrorist organizations. On this
basis, the UN accorded those liberation movements that were recognised by the OAU,
Observer Status in the General Assembly.184

The OAU Liberation Committee

Besides hosting the Committee, the OAU mandated Tanzania’s Head of State to appoint its
Executive Secretaries, then notify the OAU for formal endorsement .185 The first two
Executive Secretaries, Sebastian Chale, 1963-1968 and George Magombe, 1968-1972, were
career diplomats. Regarding Ambassador Chale, it is noted,

The Chairman informed members that there was good progress with the setting up

of the Secretariat at Dar es Salaam . He declared that Tanganyika Government had

appointed Mr Sebastian Chale, former Counsellor at the Tanganyika Mission to the

UIN as the Provisional Executive Secretary186
Most probably, their appointment reflected the era of the liberation struggle in which
diplomatic negotiations assumed an upper hand as a means to political change in southern
Africa.

However in 1972, President Nyerere appointed a TPDF Officer, Major Hashim 1 .
Mbita, as the Executive Secretary of the Liberation Committee .187 Unlike his predecessors,
who were career diplomats, Major Mbita focused on the armed struggle as the most effective
means for political change in southern Africa . He made a tour of the liberated areas in
Mozambique less than two months after his appointment. That was followed by a tour of
Guinea Bissau through Guinea Conakry.188 Furthermore, he familiarized himself with the
activities of his Office with regard to the liberation movements’ role and the relationship
between these movements and the Liberation

(183) Interviews with Dr Salim Ahmed Salim, (Dar es Salaam) 31 January 2007 and 7 February 2007; Justice
Warioba, op. cit.; Kileo, op. cit.; Mbita, op. cit.

(184) lbid.

(185) Ibid.

(186) Ibid.

(187) Prior to this appointment, he had served as the President’s Press Secretary and the Executive Secretary of
TANU. Although at one stage President Nyerere had planned to appoint him as the country’s Envoy in London,
he suddenly changed his mind and sent him instead for basic military training in a TPDF camp. On completing
the military course in the United Kingdom, he was appointed as a Political Education Officer in the TPDF with
the rank of a Major, before being appointed as TANU Executive Secretary. Interview with Brig. Gen (Rtd) Mbita,
op. cit.

(188) Ibid.
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Committee, the Assembly of the Heads of State and Government, the independent African
States, and friendly countries and organizations outside Africa .

In all these areas, the Secretariat found the need for effecting significant changes. These
concerns were reported to the 21st Ordinary Session of the Committee held in Accra,
Ghana, in January 1973 .189 The Report emphasized that the ability of the Executive
Secretariat to inform both the African and the world public on the activities of the liberation
movements was an important facet of its functioning . Although the liberation struggle had
been on for over ten years, it was pointed out that very little was known about it in Africa and
the world at large. Besides contributions by governments to the struggle, the Report stressed
that people in independent African states could play an important role in the liberation
struggle, both morally and materially. However, to play this role effectively, they needed to
be informed and educated regarding every stage of the struggle and its requirements.

Furthermore, the Report called for efficiency and discipline at the Executive Secretariat .
It was observed that the Secretariat needed to become more executive, leaving the
committee and higher organs of the OAU to concentrate on formulation of policies for the
Secretariat to execute . Finally, the Committee was invited tonote that the Secretariat needed
to function as a “War Office” of the OAU. These proposals were refined into what the
Meeting adopted as the “Accra Declaration.”

The Accra Declaration on the New Strategy for the Liberation of Africa (1973) adopted
resolutions intended to consolidate and further the gains of the liberation struggle in order to
move decisively towards the final elimination of colonialism and racism from the continent .
Resolutions adopted specified the roles to be assumed under the following rubrics: African
States, Liberation Movements, the Executive Secretariat, and-International Action . For
example, under International Action, the Committee resolved that direct approaches be
made to states as well as institutions in order to obtain maximum concrete assistance,
especially arms and equipment . To obtain such assistance, the Committee decided to
dispatch missions to the socialist countries assisting the liberation struggle, including China
and the USSR, for the purpose of soliciting greater material assistance for the liberation
movements and thanking them for the assistance they had given thus far . Similarly, the non-
aligned countries were approached as a follow-up of a decision taken by the Conference of
Foreign Ministers held in Georgetown, Guyana in August 1972, pledging to support the
liberation movements . Missions were also sent to other sympathetic countries, in particular,
the Scandinavian countries, in search of humanitarian and financial assistance.

The impact of the Accra Declaration was quite dramatic . In his second report tabled at
the 22nd session of the Committee in Mogadishu, Somalia, in October 1973, the Executive
Secretary noted:

(189) Mbita, Major Hashim I., Executive Secretary of the Liberation Committee. Report to the 21st Ordinary
Session of the OAU Liberation Committee. Accra, Ghana, 8-13 January 1973.



6.1 tanzania analysis 67

The period under review has been characterized by events ranging from the
assassination of Cde Amilcar Cabral, intensification of the armed struggle in
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Guinea Bissau; and general international solidarity
with the liberation struggle as witnessed at the Oslo Conference, 10th Anniversary of
the OAU and at the Non-Aligned Conference in Algiers.190

Meanwhile, in a bid to popularise the cause of the liberation struggle in independent
African States, the Secretariat continued with its familiarization programme . Members of
the Secretariat were honoured to be received by the heads of state of Somalia, Nigeria, and
Zaire . The Arab Republic of Egypt, Ghana, and Zambia were also visited . In each country,
fruitful discussions on matters related to the liberation struggle were held with relevant
government officials . Towards the end of March 1973, the Executive Secretariat held an
informal meeting with directors of the United Nations Specialized Agencies in Geneva with
the aim of finding out how best the agencies, in cooperation with the OAU, could implement
General Assembly Resolution 2704 (xxv), granting assistance to liberation movements. The
meeting had very positive results. Two specialized agencies, the FAO and WHO, responded;
they sentmissions to Dares Salaam to conductconsultationwithliberationmovements, the
Government of Tanzania, and the Executive Secretariat of the Liberation Committee .
Henceforth, liberation movements started to receive assistance from UN Agencies such as
the UNDP, FAO, UNESCO, WHO, and ILO.191

The post Accra Declaration period also saw tremendous growth of interest in the affairs
of the liberation struggle by the world community.. Several international meetings were held
with the goal of helping victims of colonialism, apartheid,  and economic exploitation . At
the invitation of the Socialist Alliance of Working People of Yugoslavia (SWAPY), a team
from the Secretariat visited Belgrade at the beginning of April 1973.

With the support rendered, the liberation struggle. scored spectacular victories, starting
with the PAIGC declaration of independence in Guinea Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands
in 1974. This event was followed by the demise of colonial rule in other Portuguese colonies
in 1975, the end of illegal white minority rule in Zimbabwe in 1980 and the termination of
apartheid South Africa illegal mandate in Namibia in 1990 . The culmination of the
liberation struggle came with the collapse of the apartheid state and subsequent
democratisation of South Africain 1994.

(190) Mbita, H.1., Executive Secretary. Report to the 22nd Session of the Committee. Mogadishu, Somalia:
October 1973.

(191) Asalreadyexplained, this financialandhumanitarianassistance wasprovided mostly throughthe settlements
for economic and social development set up by the different liberation movements.
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Conflict Resolution

The most challenging task that Tanzania and the other countries supporting the
liberation struggles faced was that of reconciling splinter groups within and among the
liberation movements . This was also a formidable challenge to the OAU Liberation
Committee.192 The limited written accounts of exile liberation movements in southern Africa
demonstrate the divisive nature of ethnicity within the liberation movements . Besides
ideological divisions, ethnic tensions were manifested within ZANU before and after the
death of its leader, Herbert Chitepo, in 1974 . This was also true of ZAPU and other
liberation movements in Zimbabwe . Within the ANC and PAC of South Africa, the issue of
Xhosa or predominantly Nguni (Xhosa and Zulu) leadership created tension in the camps,
especially during the 1980s . Liberation movements in Angola and Namibia faced similar
problems.193

Mozambique provides a good example of a country where Tanzania successfully
reconciled splinter groups . Nationalist organizations from Mozambique such as MANU,
UDENAMO, and UNAMI were invited to attend a meeting convened by President Nyerere
in Dar es Salaam . At that meeting, Nyerere urged the Mozambican people to forget their
differences and form a united front. He stressed:

No country can attain freedom without uniting all freedom fighters in a unified

movement . Faction can only lead to confusion among the people and among those

willing to help the struggle for liberation, thus weakening the whole liberation

movement in that country .194

His appeal bore fruits when these nationalist organizations decided to bring unity of all
patriotic forces of Mozambique by means of forming a united front, “Frente da Libertacao de
Mocambique” (FRELIMO), with headquarters in Dar es Salaam.195

Dr Eduardo Chivambo Mondlane was elected President, Rev . Uria Simango, the Vice-
President, while David Mabunde became the General Secretary. In June 1962, FRELIMO
was registered under the Societies Ordinance, Cap 337, by the Tanganyika Ministry of Home
Affairs.196 FRELIMO was allowed to open branches anywhere in Tanzania. A case in point is
the FRELIMO Newala branch registered in June 1962 .197 However, between 1967 and 1969,
FRELIMOexperiencedethnicandracialtensions.198 The problem was exacerbated after the
assassination of Dr Eduardo Mondlane, its founder and President, when the contest for
leadership arose . The leadership crisis

(192) Interviews with Dr Salim, op. cit.; Justice Warioba, op. cit.; Brig. Gen. Mbita (Rtd), op. cit., Hon. Dr Malecela,
op. Cit.

(193) Interviews with Sayore, op.cit.; Mbita, op. cit.; Bgoya, op. cit.; and Warioba, op. cit.

(194) Esack, op.cit. Similarly, interview with Hon. Kingunge Ngombale Mwiru, op.cit.

(195) TNA/490: Association-Registration, Frente de Libertacao de Mozambique (FRELIMO).

(196) TNA/490: Association-Registration, A 6/1, 194.

(197) Ibid.

(198) Interview with Walter Bgoya, op. cit.
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was resolved with the intervention of President Nyerere and the election of Samora Machel
as President of FRELIMO .199

The Case of Angola

Angola did not have one movement, but four: MPLA, FNLA, UNITA, and FLEC . This
presented the OAU and the Frontline States with an urgency to create a united front among
the first three movements as the fourth one was concerned with the Cabinda enclave only.
Tanzania worked closely with the OAU Liberation Committee and the Frontline States to
promote unity among the three liberation movements . After a meeting held in Lubumbashi
and attended by Nyerere, Kaunda, Mobutu, and Holden Roberto, the leader of the FNLA,
Nyerere invited Holden Roberto to Tanzania and arrived with him in Dar es Salaam .
Tanzania’s Foreign Minister, John Malecela, said the three Presidents had discussed good
neighbourliness, the liberation struggle, and African Unity .200 In a subsequent meeting,
held in the Tanzanian city of Mwanza, the three Presidents were joined by Dr Agostinho
Neto, President of the MPLA, and FNLA’s Holden Roberto . The two leaders briefed the
Presidents on the struggle, but no details about unity were given . Nyerere’s conciliatory line
towards Mobutu and Holden Roberto was a diplomatic move to keep the two in line rather
than an approval of their political line on Angola . Tanzania, as the headquarters of the OAU
Liberation Committee, and a staunch believer in African unity, could not afford to take sides
201

With the support of the OAU, the MPLA, FNLA, UNITA, and Portugal as the colonial
power, signed an accord in December 1974 to establish a common platform for a transitional
government . Prior to independence in November 1975, Western powers, particularly the
United States, France, and others increased arms supplies to the FNLA through Mobutu’s
Zaire . Tanzania’s position on this action was clear . During a state visit to Belgium and the
Netherlands in September 1975, President Nyerere warned the West to stop meddling in
Angola. The West, he noted, “was trying to gain control of Angola and to make it a puppet
state which they can exploit for their own benefit. .. War in Angola is no longer a conflict
between Angolans.” Without foreign intervention, he argued, “Angolans would, with the help
of Africa, be able to solve their own problems more quickly and with much less
suffering.”202

The South African invasion of Angolaand itsall-out support for UNITAand FNLA, and the
tacit approval and involvement of the United States in that aggression, provided favourable
political conditions for Nyerere to throw a challenge to those

(199) LC/1/108: ““Security Information”, F.43, 5th November 1969. For the Agreement between the Portuguese State
and FRELIMO on the Independence of Mozambique, see LC/1/138: “FRELIMO”,1974.

(200) Interview with Hon. Dr Malecela, op.cit.

(201) GSO records show that Tanzania recognized and rendered support to the three movements. COC/A.2/1/30
dated 26 September 1973 shows that Kuyalvamoko Nemafuta was introduced as the First Representative of the
FNLA in Tanzania. This measure was necessary in order to strengthen the Unity Agreement between MPLA and
FNLA signed in Kinshasa on 13 December 1972. Interview with Mbita, op. cit.

(202) Nyerere, J.K., as quoted in the Daily News, 14 December1975.
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OAU member states who wavered over which liberation movement to support in the Angola
conflict . Tanzania disassociated itself with the FNLA and UNITA and threw its entire
weight behind the MPLA .203 Nyerere called on all member states, including the Frontline
States, to bury their differences. “Despite our differences,” he added, “it should be possible
for many African countries to speak with one voice against the involvement of South Africa.
Even those countries which were hesitating in their condemnation of foreign intervention
can now take a position ” He stressed that FNLA and UNITA did not deserve support
because of their collusion with the enemy . His support for the MPLA was unequivocal:
“We would not hesitate to pass arms to the MPLA to fight South Africa. It would still be
proper for the Government of Angola to ask for help . It did not matter where that help came
from so long as it was directed at defeating South Africa.”204

Jenerali Ulimwengu, who attended the OAU Special Meeting on Angola in Addis Ababa
in January 1976, described some of its defining moments:

Murtala Mohamed, who had just taken power in Lagos, made a statement in the
meeting that whoever is going to attack the People’s Republic of Angola, should know
that he is attacking Nigeria. He played a very big role in at least declaring openly that
Nigeria was on the side of the People’s Republic of Angola. At that time, Nyerere was
a supporter of the People’s Republic of Angola . He had already taken his stand and
campaigned in Europe and Asia. Before coming to Addis Ababa, | remember he looked
like for three days he had never changed his clothes. He was not sleeping . Definitely his
Ambassador to the UN, Salim Ahmed Salim, had not changed his, because he arrived
in jeans . He lost his bag and did not have time to go shopping . He had travelled for
three days. So these people were not sleeping at all.205

The eventual defeat of Portuguese colonialism and the South African invasion of Angola by
the People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola (FAPLA) with the support of
Cuban internationalist forces at the battle of Cuito Cuanhavalle greatly encouraged the
intensification of the armed struggle against white minority rule in Zimbabwe, the apartheid
regime in South Africa, and its illegal occupation of Namibia .

(203) As pointed out by Nyerere in the 1950s, the South African apartheid regime was the enemy of African
dignity and humanity. After independence, the Government of Tanzania inserted a clause in the national passports
allowing the holders to visit all countries in the world except South Africa. Naturally, Tanzania took South
Africa’s aggression against an independent African State as aggression against the entire African continent. No
compromise withitwasjustified. However, between November and December 1975, the Government of Tanzania
held to the thesis of a Government of National Unity in Angola. See interview with Jenerali Ulimwengu, (Dar
es Salaam) December 2007, who offered a highly illuminating account on the proceedings of the OAU Summit
Meeting on Angola in Addis Ababa, in February 1976. He attended the Meeting as a Representative of the Pan
African Youth Movement.

(204) 1bid.

(205) Ibid.
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The Dar es Salaam Declaration

With the defeat of Portuguese colonialism in 1975, President Nyerere convened an
extraordinary session of the OAU Council of Ministers in Dar es Salaam . It was an
historic meeting in that it identified Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and Namibia  as priorities . It
issued the Dar es Salaam Declaration by which it demanded the withdrawal of South
African military and economic support for the Smith regime. It called on South Africa to
abide by the United Nations Security Council resolutions to end its occupation of Namibia .
It called for the intensification of support to the liberation movements of Zimbabwe and
Namibia.206

In an analysis of the Dar es Salaam Declaration, Nyerere reiterated the political line he
adopted as ecarly as the 1950s of identifying apartheid South Africa as “the effective
authority” in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), Namibia, and South Africa itself . Although Britain
was the colonial power in Rhodesia, he cautioned:

The only external influence which could have any real effect is held in South Africa .
Thus Africa’s confrontation in southern Africa now is basically with South Africa. That is,
South Africa as a colonial power in Namibia and —to all intents and purposes — in Rhodesia;
and as a racist regime in South Africa itself.

Regarding the essence of the Dar es Salaam Declaration, Nyerere noted:

The Dar es Salaam Declaration is not about so called Dialogue or Detente with South
Africa ... Itis about the liberation of Southern Africa: its purpose is to make sure in
our own minds about how we should proceed now, after the successes of the freedom
fighters in Angola and Mozambique.207

As before, Nyerere declared that Africa was ready to talk with South Africa about
decolonisation, if the latter was ready . Israel Elinewinga, a former Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs, narrated to us how President Nyerere sent him to Salisbury to explore with
lan Smith prospects for a negotiated settlement of the political crisisin Southern Rhodesia .
Smith remarked to him that President Nyerere was too clever by half.208 But he warned
against complacence . Africa and the liberation movements must strengthen their armed
forces in order to talk “from a position of strength.”209

The Liberation of Zimbabwe, Namibia,
and South Africa

With his Frontline and other OAU colleagues, Nyerere worked tirelessly to ensure unity
among the liberation movements in Zimbabwe . The Smith regime, like South Africa in
Namibia, sought to reach accommodation with puppet movements in order to blunt the
effectiveness of the liberation movement. Unity was, therefore, a priority.

(206) OAU Liberation Committee. Report to the 26th Session. Maputo, Mozambique: OAU, January 1976: See
p.228; Report to the 27th Session. Dar es Salaam, Tanzania: OAU, May 1976: Seep.16.

(207) Africa Magazine. London: 1975, p.20.

(208) Interview with Isael Elinewinga, (Moshi) 10 April 2007.

(209) Africa Magazine, op.cit. OAU Liberation Committee. Session Reports. op. cit.
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Although Zimbabwean liberation movements had been invited to settle and train their
cadres in Tanzania as early as the 1960s, continuous efforts were made to unite their
operations .210 At the Fourth TANU Meeting on the Liberation of Africa held on 27 April
1972, Agenda No 5 was onthe ZAPU/ZANU Joint Military Command 211 The military
successes achieved by Zimbabwean freedom fighters, as a result of effective rear base
support by the Frontline States, particularly Mozambique, forced Margaret Thatcher, the
British Prime Minister, to declare the need for the liberation struggle to move from the
battle field to the negotiation table .212 Tanzania spearheaded the creation of the Patriotic
Front comprised of ZANU and ZAPU in order to strengthen the position of the nationalist
forces against the white settlers led by lan Smith .213 Similarly, in Namibia, Tanzania
supported SWAPO against the South African supported Turnhalle Alliance . It was an
essential measure for the genuine victory of the Namibian masses .214 Ambassador Kileo
recalls:

..actually, it was not supposed to be Zimbabwe getting independence first; it was
supposed to be Namibia . It was going to be Namibia and that is why | mentioned
President Carter . I don’t know what would have happened to the fortunes of Namibia
if Carter had remained president for a second term. The coming to power of President
Reagan changed many things . In 1978, the United Nations Security Council passed
Resolution 435 which called for granting for independence to Namibia .215

On coming to power, the Republican Government of President Reagan linked the
Independence of Namibiawiththewithdrawal of Cubantroopsfrom Angola.lttook almosta
decade of skilful negotiations between the Frontline States and the Western Five Contact
Group on the one hand and intensified armed struggle by SWAPO in Namibia and by the
MPLA with the support of the Cuban Internationalist Forces in Angola on the other, to
reach a settlement on this impasse .216 Nyerere defended the right of the MPLA to seek
military assistance from anywhere and that Africa “must welcome” such assistance to fight
against South Africa. He highly appreciated Soviet and Cuban assistance to the MPLA.217
Nyerere defended Cuban internationalist assistance and, on a visit to the United States in
1977, he objected to US insistence that Cuban troops should withdraw from Angola: “We
do not want them to leave until we are sure that both the Western countries and South
Africa are not entertaining

(210) Interviews with Mbita, op. cit; Kileo, op. cit; Mwamunyange, op. cit; Warioba, op. cit; Sayore, op. cit;
Kimario, op.cit.

(211) GSO Records: SHC/P.100/18/56.

(212) Interviews with Mbita, op. cit.; Sayore, op. cit.; Warioba, op. cit.; Kileo, op.cit.

(213) Ibid.

(214) Interviews with Kimario, op. cit.; Mwamunyange, op. cit.; Mbita, op. cit.; and Kileo, op.cit.

(215) Interview with Ambassador Charles Kileo, op. cit. The same sentiments were expressed by Justice Warioba,
op. cit.

(216) Interview with Ambassador Kileo, op.cit. Annex |1 Speech by Fidel Castro onthesignificance ofthe battle of
Cuito Cuanavale. Commemoration at the UDSM in March 2008.

(217) Guardian. 13 January 1976.



6.1 tanzania analysis 73

the idea of overthrowing the government of the MPLA ”218 In an article, President Nyerere
wrote:219
South Africa wants a client state in Angola now that it has no Portuguese ally in that
country . It wants it so as to strengthen its hold on Namibia for South Africa itself has
no border with Angola. And it wants it so as to weaken Africa’s united approach to its
opposition to its internal racialism and exploitation.

Much as this was a powerful argument which no self-respecting head of state could
challenge, it was still challenged by those who were more preoccupied with its corollary
that the Soviet Union was the principal enemy and that the MPLA was a tool of Soviet
expansion . They demanded the setting up of a government of national unity in Angola
regardless of the South African aggression and US complicity in it. Furthermore, due to the
Sino-Soviet conflict, the People’s Republic of China held a similar position . In a message to
Idi Amin, the then Chairman of the OAU, China praised his efforts “in promoting the unity
of the three organisations in Angola, maintaining the African unity and dignity of the OAU,
and opposing the interference of the Soviet Union in Angola and in African issues .”220
Zambia “acknowledged” Angola as a sovereign state; it did not recognise its government
under the MPLA 221 On the contrary, the other Frontline States (i e . Mozambique and
Tanzania) supported the MPLA unconditionally.

Meanwhile, Tanzania continued to remind Africa about what was at stake in Angola . A
Radio Tanzania commentary of 18 November 1975,222 stressed that the western powers
were interested in installing a puppet regime in Angola in order to exploit its resources:

Angola is so rich in natural resources . A great deal of capitalist high-handedness to

pave the way for the kind of administration that sings the capitalist tune was to be

expected. The MPLA, which now rules the former Portuguese colony, is the only truly
national liberation movement. The FNLA and UNITA are capitalist puppets.

When Cuba provided military support to the. MPLA in order to safeguard Angola’s
sovereignty and independence, the US President, Gerald Ford, sent a letter to the African
Heads of State declaring that it would not “stand idly by” if Soviet and Cuban support for the
MPLA continued . He sent Assistant Secretary of State William Schaufele to emphasize his
position . Schaufele visited countries whose governments toed the US line by supporting the
anti-MPLA alliance . Ford’s letter was very offensive . While on a visit to India, Nyerere
described Ford’s letter as “arrogant and uncalled for ”He stressed that whenever any country
was attacked, it reserved the right to ask for foreign aid, including troops .223 As the rift
among OAU member states was

(218) International Herald Tribune. 8 August 1977.

(219) Guardian. 13 January 1976.

(220) Daily News. 19 January 1976.

(221) The Times of London. 19 February 1976.

(222) Interview with Paul Sozigwa, (Dar es Salaam) 29 May 2008.
(223) Daily News. 19 January 1976.
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widening, Tanzania and other states which supported the MPLA, maintained their position .
This was a u-turn from the old thesis of a united front for the three Angolan movements,
which hitherto Tanzania promoted earnestly . Nyerere argued that the crisis in Angola was
the continuation of the liberation struggle which began in 1961 . The struggle continued
because:

Those who supported Portugal have sought out and found others to act in their
interests . Some of these others are Angolans who are confused, some are Angolans
who are traitors to the reality of independence, and some are Angolan supporters of
racialism - both black and white. The MPLA is the movement which bore the brunt of
the anti-colonial struggle . UNITA did little fighting sometimes, although at others it
fought the MPLA. The FNLA existed in exile. It did little more.224

Nyerere warned the Americans that they were “simply not thinking” and that their
intervention in Angola was “self-defeating and dangerous for world peace .” He reminded
them to remember the lessons of Vietnam: “It is still within America’s power to get out of
Angola, to save itself from another Vietnam.”225

As a political strategist, Nyerere understood the tactical importance of Angolan
independence in the ultimate liberation of the whole of southern Africa . Indeed, the defeat
of the apartheid South African troops by Cuban, Angolan, and SWAPO troops paved the
way for the liberation of Namibia and South Africa itself . Giving in to Western demands on
Angola would have given South Africa greater leeway to bantustanise the region. Tanzania
was committed to defeating such a scheme because, besides obstructing the liberation
process, it posed great danger to Tanzania’s own independence. Nyerere always maintained
that:

Tanzania’s independence is linked with the independence of the other Frontline

States . We have never in the past had our people participate directly in the liberation

wars . But aggression against an independent state-is a very different thing . | am

saying Tanzanian troops will be used if the independence of Mozambique, Zambia,

etc., is threatened .226

That was a reaffirmation of supporting the liberation movement even more because Angola
and Mozambique had gained independence and had become rear bases for the liberation
struggle in Zimbabwe, South Africa, and Namibia . With the other Frontline States, they
were therefore targets for destabilisation by the racist regimes . On this basis, Tanzania and
Zimbabwe deployed their troops in Mozambique to defend the FRELIMO Government
against destabilization by apartheid South African sponsored RENAMO (Mozambique
National Resistance).227

(224) Guardian. 13 January 1976.

(225) Daily News. 29 September1976.

(226) Daily News. 29 September1976.

(227) Interviews with Sayore, op. cit.; Kotta, op. cit.; Gen. Sayore mounted an artillery attack against lan Smith
forces in retaliation for the massacre of Zimbabwean refugees in Mozambique. In its coverage, the BBC wrongly
reported that TPDF solders had employed guided missiles to hit the Rhodesian city of Mutare. A roll of honour
showing names and ranks of Tanzanian solders who died on the frontline in Mozambique and Zimbabwe is
available at the Army Archives (Annex I11).
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Conclusion

This chapter has discussed the roles and contributions of Tanzania in the struggle to liberate
southern Africa from colonial domination and racial oppression . The main source has been
oral interviews, supplemented by archival and contemporary sources . These sources have
highlighted the role that the masses and the leadership in Tanzania assumed in supporting the
liberation struggle of southern Africa. Tanzania supported the recourse to armed struggle as
a means of achieving the political changes in southern Africa where peaceful negotiations
failed . Wehave demonstrated the strength of the support in several key areas that facilitated
the success of the struggle . Tanzania gave full military support in the provision of arms and
military training in camps set aside for the liberation movements, and placed its soldiers in the
frontline to fight the enemy side by side with the forces of the liberation movements in
Mozambique and Zimbabwe . The country set up settlements for refugees and provided
economic, social and educational support for their development . Tanzania hosted and
managed the OAU Liberation Committee and mabilized support and solidarity to the cause
of liberation from within and without.

The support for liberation movements was inextricably linked to Tanzania’s security and
freedom . The sacrifices Tanzania readily made in terms of human and material resources
were largely premised on this motive .

Although the contribution of Tanzania in the liberation struggle is widely acknowledged,
the role that the country played is often subsumed under the charismatic image of the
country’s founding president, Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere . President Samora
Machel of Mozambique noted in-a Speech in 1985, «..to speak of Nyerere is to speak of the
liberation of Africa . He is a symbol that cannot be substituted . He will remain the source of
inspiration in the struggle for justice, equality and human dignity for Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the entire World.”228 On 20 October 1999, the National Assembly of South
Africa in Cape Town passed a motion in honour of Mwalimu Nyerere, who had passed away
six days earlier . Opening the motion, the Deputy President, Jacob Zuma observed:

The Continent has lost one of its greatest sons and an outstanding leader in the true
sense of the word . He was Mwalimu, the teacher, who taught the African Continent
about peace, democracy and unity; Mwalimu the freedom fighter, who became one of
the leading commanders of the liberation of Africa....229

However, Nyerere himself was of the view that the contribution was made by Tanzania as a
nation, as reflected in his last public speech as Head of State on 4 November 1985:

(228) Machel, Samora. Speech on the Occasion of the Retirement of Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere. Dar es Salaam:
14 November 1985.
(229) Zuma, Jacob. Speech to the National Assembly. Cape Town, South Africa: 20 October 1999.
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Our Nation is also famous internationally for its firm support for the liberation
struggles in Africa . You have supported the Government and Party policies of
helping FRELIMO, the MPLA of Angola, the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe, SWAPO
of Namibia, and the Liberation Movements of South Africa. And you have given help
directly; in particular 1 am remembering the blood donations which were made for
the Freedom Fighters of Mozambique, but there have also been other gifts voluntarily
contributed by Tanzanian individuals and groups as an expression of solidarity with
their brothers who are still fighting for freedom.

This solidarity still continues, so that in Angola recently, 1 was able to say that
Tanzania will continue to be committed to the Liberation of Africa, politically and
economically . For this is not my policy; it is not even just the policy of Chama Cha
Mapinduzi. Itis a policy to which our whole people are committed. Being able to state
that truth made me very proud.230

(230) Nyerere, J.K. Farewell Speech given on 4 November 1985. Dar es Salaam: Government Press, 1986.
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Abbreviations

ANC: African National Congress of South Africa and of Zimbabwe ASP:
Afro-Shirazi Party (Zanzibar)

CCM: Party of the Revolution (Chama Cha Mapinduzi, Tanzania)

COREMO: Revolutionary Committee of Mozambique

FAPLA: People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola

FLCS: Front for the Liberation of the Somali Coast (Front de Libération de la
Cote des Somalis, Djibouti)

FLEC: Front for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda (Angola)

FNLA: National Front for the Liberation of Angola (Frente Nacional de
Libertacdo de Angola)

FRELIMO: Mozambique Liberation Front(Frenteda Libertacaode Mocambique)

FROLIZI: Front for the Liberation of Zimbabwe

GSO: General Security Office KANU:
Kenya African National Union

MANU: Mozambique African National Union (popularly Makonde Union, later
FRELIMO)

MCP: Malawi Congress Party

MK: Spear of the Nation (Umkhonto We Sizwe, Military Wing of ANC South
Africa)

MOLINACO:  Mouvement pour la Liberation des Comoroes (Comoros)

MPLA: Movimento Popular de Libertacao de Angola

OAU.: Organisation of African Unity

PAC: Pan African Congress of South Africa

PAFMECA (later PAFMECSA): Pan-African Freedom Movement of Eastern, Central and

PAIGC:

RC:

SAYRCO:
SDU:
SOMAFCO:
SWAPO:
TANU:

UDENAMO:
UNAMI:
UNDP:
UNHCR:

Southern Africa

African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde (Partido
Africano da Independéncia da Guiné e Cabo Verde)
Regional Commissioner RENAMO:

Mozambique NationalResistance

South African Youth Revolutionary Council

Special Duties Unit

Solomon Mahlangu Freedom College

South West African People’sOrganization
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Abdallah, Mrs. Anna
[Dar es Salaam; 30 May 2008]

Mrs. Anna Abdallah was very much involved in the Southern Liberation Struggles when she was
Regional Commissioner of Morogoro from 1975. During that period, freedom fighters from South
Africa used to enter in large numbers into the country and were in need of areas where to set up their
settlements, training camps, amd carry out development and economic activities.  Mrs. Abdallah, in her
capacity as Regional Commissioner managed to do all that in accordance with principles accepted by all
those involved in furthering ties of cooperation among freedom fighters and citizens living around them.
Those areas including Mazimbu and Dakawa were valorized by those foreigners and to day those spaces
were handed over to the Government and are currently used as institutes of various nature. Mrs.
Abdallah held different high posts within the United Government of Tanzania including the position of
Minister of Health and the National Chairperson of the Union of Women in Tanzania.

Thank you. First and foremost, | am pleased that finally this issue has been successful.
Leave alone we who contributed very little. In a general way Tanzania as a country has
done a great job in the Southern African Liberation Struggles and in the history of
Tanzania. As regards our neighbours, in reality most people of this generation tend to
forget about this fact. Let us leave alone the issue of Southern Africa. Let us remember
that when we acquired independence, the founder of this nation was ready to delay this
event until such a time all of us acquired independence together. This is something that had
never happened anywhere. But the willingness of Tanzania to become the cradle of
liberation was overwhelming and known.

It is good if this endeavour has been carried out, it is worth  mentioning that we did a
tremendous job, because there were risks involved, 1 don’t how it is said in Kiswahili.
Considering the Southern part of this country, for example Regions of Lindi, Mtwara and
Ruvuma, don’t think that people there are lagging behind in terms of development because
they don’t like to work. The whole of that area was a battle field. Hence it was not possible to
build roads, it was an area of camps of refugees coming from Mozambique. There were only
settlements for refugees. Today we hear about those camps because refugees from Burundi
went to settle there. For a long time we had experienced the settlement of refugees’camps
coming from Mozambique.

To get in those camps one needed a permit especially white people. A white man sighted in
the area was suspected to be Portuguese. Even by plane still one needed a permit. Until when
independence was acquired in the Southern part of Africa, hence the Southern regions of
Tanzania became free and started indulging into development and economic activities. It was
impossible to build roads with the risk of seeing them destroyed at any time.

My dears, the way you are doing justice to this history is really good. We don’t need to
be showered with pride even if they don’t like it but at least we want people across the
world to not forget Tanzania, Tanganyika by then, the way it sacrificed itself to the point of
endangering its own existence during the liberation struggle of the Southern part of Africa.
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Regarding this issue, | came to know about it because | was there, we were there. We
used to spend up to a whole week traveling to Lindi but now things have improved. Five to
six hours are sufficient to get in Lindi. Today there is a lot of development but during those
days the area was home to big refugee camps. Towards the end, health centres were built
which today help citizens. There is only one secondary school in Tunduru which used to a
big refugee camp. There is what people completely forget; we have a culture of welcoming
refugees. At least today’s refugees don’t have any grudges against us and our critics don’t
ask why now we welcome refugees. But those days, refugees coming from the Southern
part of Africa crossing borders were followed to be killed. We had a strip of ten kilometers
I think, from our border to Mozambique in which people were not allowed to settle. They
were removed from there. That area was only used by our soldiers — there were roads we
used to call security roads — still these roads exist up today but I think we have forgotten
them; | believe there is a need of reviving them and we intend to do so because it was
possible to depart from Mtwara up to Tunduru using the border areas.

Today people live in peace and we have forgotten all about wars. People from Tanzania
cross the border without any hindrances, we have built socialism. These are achievements
that people just see, but they really don’t know where we came from. ~ People got injured
and others died. Someone going to a well to fetch water and steps on a mine. Trenches
were a common sight. Leaving that aside, regarding my working experience, in 1975 | was
designated as Regional Commissioner of Morogoro. | was the first woman to be nominated
as Regional Commissioner. | was posted there and did not know that. Morogoro was the
craddle for the Liberation Struggle. May be, had | know before | would have had mixed
feelings. In your endeavour as Regional Commissioner, there is a small committee called
Peace and Security Committee of which you are the Chairperson. Therefore, when | was
nominated, | got sworn in and later on proceeded to Morogoro. -Once there, the first thing |
did was to | meet this small committee of Peace and Security for briefing taking into
account the presence of freedom fighters from South Africa, Zimbabwe and | think even
fighters from Namibia and many more. | was really surprised. Every group had their own
specific place. Zimbabweans were in Kingolwira; they were all together, those for ZANU-
PF and those for ZAPU-PF of Mr. Nkomo who were at logger heads among themselves.
They used to fight a lot.

On the other hand, there were South Africans who | think were divided into two groups.
But later on they merged and became one. There were many more scattered in different
areas of the region.

Then came Mr.Hashim Mbita, Executive Secretary of the Liberation Committee who
came to inform us that the Government had decided to set up a camp for the ANC freedom
fighters. During those days we used to receive young, child and elderly refugees. | asked
him to give us time. | convened a meeting of the Peace and Security Committee. We
identified Mazumbu, an area where there was a sisal plantation which was “abandoned”.
The labourers who used to
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work in that plantation decided to settle there pretending the place was theirs. They had divided
the field among themselves purporting that owner had fled, therefore the area was theirs. The area
had become a village and most unfortunately as politics had it, the village was registered and the
dwellers had authority over it. But the area was owned by someone with a title deed and the
labourers had invaded it. The Committee advised that the area was most convenient to settle ANC
people. The first challenge we faced was to remove Tanzanians in an area they considered to be
theirs so that we hand it over to foreigners. Luckly enough, during those days of one party system
things were easy, otherwise how would it have been today! Citizens went to court accusing that
we expropriated their land. | used to go their and tell them those people were foreigners and one
day they will leave the country. Every time the question they would ask was when are they going
to leave. Frankly speaking even myself | was not sure that one day refugees from South Africa
would go back home. Some arrived injured or in bad shape.  There was also an Institute, | think,
to train Doctors. The current Minister of Health of South Africa was in Morogoro. By then, I think
he was a Medical Assistant and was a Doctor lecturing at the institute. - He was called Tshabalala
Msimiangi. Many current Ministers also used to teach there. They used to teach not only ANC
people but also other refugees from Namibia, Zimbabwe and other countries. The way I
understood, they used to go out and tell us that they were going to do some “ services *’ in areas
where there was liberation struggles that involved really fighting ‘physically’. People used to get
injured and the medical staff would go to the battle field to treat them thanks to the existence of the
Institute. | thank, premises of the Institute are now being used by the Institute of Lands; but they are
still there. Therefore, there was that aspect , but there was also, | think, other camps training freedom
fighters how to fight especially fighting for liberation as part of the struggle to return back home.
Meanwhile in Mazimbu | succeded getting the land and we relocated the citizens.

| begged them in earnest, we talked with them, we gave them another alternative area
surrounding Morogoro. Among those entitled to get compendation there were others who
were just invaders but also got land. After the arrangement, they all left. Refugees, with the
assistance of the Liberation Committee started building the area. As for the Hospital of
Mazimbu, | remember the last time we met, we had decided to put it under the
supervision of the University and as a matter of fact later on the area was entrusted
into the University. | think the Region was still using it but 1 am not sure. That
Hospital was built by an organization of freedom fighters in collaboration with
Sandinavian Countries, Ithink, these countries are Norway and Sweden. And the other
houses were refurbished . They even built a “workshop” there. They started with a
workshop to make furniture; they indulged into big agricultural projects but a major chunk of
the land was left out and we started distributing it to citizens. They were good animal
breeders and used to distribute seeds to citizens living in their vicinity. They helped citizens
in giving them grade bull breeders. We used to work in collaboration and they were aware
of the existence of an administration structure. The Liberation Committee used to come and
visit them every now and then.
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After that, young people boys and girls started coming. In my capacity as Regional
Commissioner | started sensing the danger of mixing young people together. We started
witnessing problems of pregnancies, young people as old as thirteen, fourteen getting
pregnant. Those responsible for such acts were not coming from outside but were within
the camp! Imagine, people came all the way leaving their families behind to be mixed with
young girls.  We made consultations on the way to put an end to the situation. We
decided to start a camp for adults. Right now in the area there are schools in Wami and
Dakawa. There is also a Secondary School and a Vocational Institute. Those are vestiges
of the Liberation struggles for Southern Africa. Therefore, we moved there all the
Agricultural Institutes. All adult refugees who came after were taken to Dakawa. The place
became a centre for young people, a Day Care Centre was built in order to take care of
children that will be born there.

That situation disturbed me a lot. Those were people who ran away from their homes to
come and get children here! During that period we were not talking very much about
women harassment. | was not feeling shy to speak, may be because | was not hailing from
there! | told them that what was happening was not good. For the sake of remediating the
situation we created a camp in Wami. We started a Vocational Centre, catering for all
skills; agriculture, timber and so on and so forth. Sponsors came in handy and brought
electricity, for the area was in the bush. We managed to get money to take electricity and
made roads from the right hand side where there was a correctional centre for young
people. On the left hand side, | think, there were maize plantations. Refugees were given
that portion too.

Today, ‘Infrastructure’ is very good, they even dag wells. As | am saying now, there is a
Government’s ‘high School” and a VVocational Institute.

But of all the things, in Mazimbu there is a big Centre of the ANC history. Up to the
present moment there is a cemetery there and the place is well built. There is also a Higher
Institute which | believe was handed over to them. There are trees; myself | planted some
trees and other people did the same. | think you also planted one. In the year 2005, | went
to visit the area. Trees had grown taller and bigger and borne the name of the person who
planted them. The area symbolizes a very rich history.

One thing that made Ambassador Mbita proud was that I used to ponder when would |
leave but each time | brushed that thought off. The day independence was acquired in
South Africa, freedom fighters came to celebrate the closure of the camp. | think it is
Mbeki who came. Came also Tambo. He looked for me but | was in the villages and told
them that | could not be there in time. | am grateful for that even Oliver Tambo asked “
Where is Mrs. Anna Abdalla? We want to see her.” By then I had already moved to this
centre. They distributed presents and | was given one. Mine was a cow.

I hail from an non-pastoralist area but have indulged into a system of animal husbandry
which does not involve slaughtering. That is what | want to do. | got my first cow as a gift
from freedom fighters from South Africa. Now | have many cows and feel proud about
that. Their origin is Mazimbu. | continue rearing and sharpening my knowledge, | intend
to develop this endeavor and have more animals.
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When | go to South Africa, | hide myself very much, for if they saw me it could create
commotion because they would acclaim and invite me. | remember one day | participated,
I think, in a SADC meeting, then came one Minister who said: “ I understand that Mrs.
Anna Abdalla is here, let me tell you about her”. I was seated in the Conference like any
other fellow participants. He started recounting and did it earnestly. When he finished,
fellow participants asked “ Where is she? Where is she? We want to see her.” I said to
myself,ah! things are now getting nasty! But with Mr. Msimiangi, we were both of us
Ministers of Health for five years and met very often. Whenever we met, it was joyful
moments with interminable conversation. We were like brother and sister. People tend to
forget what happened but | for one, will not blame them because most of them were young
people and we don’t have the culture of writing history. Even here in Tanzania, people died
and in Mozambique people died too. And those Tanzanians who died in Mozambique their
graves were relocated to Mtwara, that is where is their cemetery . 1 visited Mtwara and that
area had become like park. Maybe when graves will be relocated but now people forget
that there are Tanzanians who were involved in the Liberation Struggles.

When you go to Mozamabique, you will find people who tell you that they were born in
refugee camps in Tanzania and they hold high positions. Likewise if you go to Angola, you
will meet people who speak Kiswahili. We also trained “ Immigration Officers” and that is
why when you get at entry points you meet people who speak Kiswahili. When you ask
them, they tell you that they learnt it in Tanzania.

Let me just say that this issue of analyzing history, we don’t have that culture even
during the Father of the Nation’s days. Imagine, if we were left without his directives,
would we have participated in the Struggle for Sourthern Africa Liberation. But we did
what we did without expecting anything in return from those we liberated; we did that
with the intention of liberating our fellow Africans.
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Bakilana, Zainab
[Dar es Salaam; 19 December 2008]

Zainab Bakilana is one of the Tanzanians who contributed to the liberation struggle in the area of
education for freedom fighters, in her capacity of representative of the African American Institute as
it was known by then in Tanzania. After graduating her Degree course at the University of Dar es
Salaam, Zainab tought in different schools for some years. She joined the Department of broadcasting and
after some time worked in book publication at the Tanzania Publishing House, as editor. In1985 sejoired
the ‘African American Institute as their representative in Tanzania with the responsibility of managing
their programmes including the “ The Southern Afiican Training Programme (SATP). - During fifieen
years, Zainab assisted ANC, PAC and other students from Southern Africa as adviser, guardian and
scouter for scholarships for them inside and outside the country but also in making a follow up about their
lives while studing. She did all this in collaboration with the concerned liberation movements and sponsors.
Zainab narrated in a summary her activities during that period, as part of Tanzanian contribution towards
the liberation of Southern Afrika.

Let me start by introducing myself. | was born in a village of Kabanga, Ngara District,
Kagera Region. For my primary school education, I went to Kamachumu-primary school in
Bukoba.  After that, | went to Rwamishenye for my Middle school.education. After
Rwamishenye, | proceeded to Bwiru Girls where | studied until ‘completing Form Four
before joing Jangwani Girls where | finished Form Six. After.Form Six, | joined the
University of Dar es Salaam. | think it was my first time to see you Dr. Temu, as a History
Lecturer. After graduating from Dar University | became a teacher for quite some years
before joining Radio Tanzania,Dar es Salaam. A lot of things emanated from there.

I joined book publishing business as editor at the “Tanzania Publishing House” and I
think it is during that period that people from the African American Istitute, AAI as they
like to call themselves, saw me when they were looking for someone to represent them in
the country. Hence, in 1985, I joined the ““ African American Institute”. In my capacity as
representative of the “African American Institute”, I was entrusted with the responsibility
of running their office in the country and managing the implementation of their
programmes. Programmes were a bit-many, but the one concerning my being here was
known as The Southern Africa Training Programme” or SATP. It was called the Southern
Africa Training Programme because it did not involve students or people from South Africa
as we know: it geographically but people from Namibia had their share in the programme.
The programme aimed principally at helping Liberation Movements  from Southern
Africa in the preparation or development of people who would later on take up posts in
the Liberated Southern Africa. It was about preparing the future of these people from
Southern Africa, and SATP used to look for schools especially outside the country. Most
people used to be taken to schools in countries called “3™ Countries”, I don’t know

why they called them that way, may be the reason could be that first they came from their
countries, here was their second home and the country of destination was the third one.



6.2 tanzania personal stories 87

They used to come here and join others who were in refugee camps. From here they would
be taken for further studies. Most of them were sent to America, others to some African
Countries such as Ghana, Nigeria and Ethiopia. They were taken to different institutes
according to their own demands or requests made by their political parties.

SATP was managed by funds coming from the American Government. Henceforth, each
year they used to disburse money commensurate to the number of students admitted in
Universities. In the event funds were not sufficient, some American Universities would
volunteer to foot some of the costs involved in the studies and SATP, as a programme, would
pay for the remaing costs. For some students, payment was effecte to local universities. There
were a lot of students at Moshi Cooperative College, a lot of students at IDM. Mzumbe and
others were in admitted at CBE Business School. Unfortunately, it waswnot.easy to.admit them
in national Universities for some reasons, especially due to the weak base of their=primary
school education. Although it was not easy to admit them in our natienal universities-but where
they went their performance was good. SATP used to pay “full tuition and board’-for them with
money as up keeping allowance. Those were office matters. \When,I'was recruited, | wasteldithat |
would come across students of different ages, and in reality of.all'ages; some were justadults, some
were almost of my age and others very young even ‘some~ teenagers. were among them who
probably had just completed their primary school ‘education. .The person who:was interviewing
me told me, “ One thing that we will want youdto.do here ismot just to look for-schools and place
these children. “As you know there are a lot of children still remembering their. parents and the bad
things they went through. Henceforth, they will need‘mentorship from you and keep on telling
them that everything will be alright. dn“nutshell that what | was'daing. | was an advisor and a
teacher to them but above all | was an advisor.and.a friend.

Another thing, is when looking for students, SATP used to give advantage to
the ANC may be due to the-fact that they were a larger, group and the number of their
people wanting to go for further students was higher. "We had to work with their leaders.
For instance when it was about to‘choose who should go and to study what, this was not

decided by us. ANC leaders would bring names of students and pinpoint that that one will
do for example Social Work, that.other onewill do Accountancy and we would follow

their instructions:»On this, we had no say.

As 1 said the ‘AfricaniAmerican Institute’ had no money; their funds used to come from
the American Government through USAID. Therefore, we knew that the source of its
ineome was the’*State Department.”

About all the, students who got, sent abroad for further studies none of them was allowed to
come-and contact-us directly..-Hence, they had to be designated by their party. If the party was
PAC, we“would demanded-that someone from that party brings us a letter introducing the
interested person. _The party representative should sign the letter and mention that the person was
allowed ‘to travel andalso indicate what subject he was going to read. We made sure that
everything was followed to the letter. Personally, | would transmit a letter informing that such
party was asking that their person go to study ‘Social Work” and would go to such and
such University. My colleague who was in New York would make a follow up to ensure
that the person went to the determined University and read the course he was asked to
study. That was the practice in all the parties. ANC were stricter; they demanded that we
agree what the interested person was going to read and where and copies of his progress
report be forwarded to them. Semester reports used to be sent to the concerned parties and
to me. Once | got them, | would ask the parties whether they had received copies of same.

In the event of no receipt, | would forward the reports to them. | never heard them
complaining about any students refusing to come back ; | believe even students were
“strict” about the issue. Asitis common to most people, obviously there are those who stayed
behind pretending to continue studying additional subjects. Maybe that was not the right
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reason, some wanted after their B.A. to continue and get “ Masters”. This was something
of utmost importance for party leaders for they wanted to make sure that students who had
gone for further studies, learned and came back. On those grounds, they would have a lot
of people with sufficient skills, capable of handling things in the camps and in their offices.
They could also deploy some of them in their offices outside the country. We never had a
problem of people disappearing, and if there were such cases, it was something in the
region of ten percent. And that is acceptable.

Those who studied at Muhimbili and in other institutes had some problems.

Capability wise they were good, but they lacked a good and strong base. Like all students
across the world, they did not like failing exams.

A few of them studied at Muhimbili. The reason is that during that period, Namibia was
much more advanced than South Africa in terms of liberation struggle and refugees returned
back with two doctors. One of them was the Chief “Chemist” and another one was a “dentist”.
They started their studies in Ghana and came here to complete their Degree course and
proceeded to Namibia. There are some young people from South Africa around four of them
whom | know very well, completed their studies at the Cooperative College of Moshi and went
back to South Africa. For a short period we kept contact but later on communication seized.
These ones and many more, | am pretty sure that they returned back home. And those who
came from Muzumbe and from the Cooperative College of Moshi, they also returned in the
plane which ferried a lot of them back to their country. On the other side, the unfortunate part
is that | came to learn that some died. They died indeed! Many of them returned and some,
when they finished their studies worked in their office, others were taken to the Zambian’s
liaison office. | know about one who was a nurse in their office of England. I also know a few
people who now work in Public service. Like that one who joined the army and continued
serving the army; without any doubt he was, during that period, in the army but used to tell us
that he was just roaming around. He returned back and now he is in the army. Another one
whom | know well, joined the Navy and he is in Durban. This one who joined the Navy used
to lecture at the College of Business. It was a rare decision to allow him to work at that
College; the reason behind being that he was very intelligent. | came to know him during a
conversation we had, I happened to tell him that “I have a problem; my son is studying at the
Cooperative College and I would like him to get additional tuitions”. He said, “Oooh | can do
that”.

During the years 2000, a lot South African Companies started entering the Tanzanian
market, and | remember about one of them dealing in Real Estate called me asking about
one student. | wrote them that there was nothing wrong with him and that had finished his
studies. Hence, | hope that he returned back home and managed to secure employment in a

company in his country, but at the same time there could be other students.

There is another thing | heard about. Last week, when | was in South Africa, | heard

someone complaining that young people who came to Tanzania were denied employment.

The way | remember it is that freedom fighters are not common refugees. So, for them to
secure employment there was a lot of procedures to be followed. For instance it was
necessary that the party that brought them to join the “diaspora” accept the idea, otherwise
they had go I don’t know where to change their “status” before getting employment. May
be the person who was saying this never went into hiding, because had he been a
“refugee”, he would have known that the Tanzanian Government could not give
employment to a freedom fighter without a permit from their principals. If someone came
in through the UNHCR, that was a different case. But for a freedom fighter, they were not

allowed to work and there are reasons for that.
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Reasons are that ‘freedom fighters’ were brought to study in accordance to the needs of
the “movement”, so it would not have proper for the Government harvest what somebody
else had sowed for own reasons. Therefore, unless their movement says “we have so and
so, and for the time being we don’t know how to use them if there is any chance of
employing them please go ahead”. It is after getting such a permission that you could
employ them. Otherwise, they were given an opportunity to come and study because their
parties wanted to use them for their needs. As | said earlier on, after studying here, if there
happened to be a camp let us say in Angola, they would be sent in Angola, if there was a
camp in Uganda they would be taken to Uganda. And when there was a need of sending
“representatives” to their overseas’ offices for instance for their office in India
“Deployment” would be effected by their party commensurate to the needs. Henceforth,
the contract was not to train and employ ; but the premise was to mold “manpower”.

Concerning the source of funds to educate these students, a big chunk of it was provided by
the American Government. The ANC and PAC were aware of that. They knew it just as goes
the Kiswahili proverb “ sooth your enemy in order to benefit”. Americans knew very well that
freedom fighters did not like them but even though they accepted to help their people who
used the acquired knowledge to liberate themselves. <1 have never been told by anyone nor
did I ask anyone, but | believe that it was something usual to use the monies received from
the Americans as a way of making themselves known, and it was only normal for us to
use them in order to achieve what we wanted. This came out when considering the truth, at
least according to my opinion, that ANC representatives were not afraid of their sponsors.
Those people were careful and knew what they were doing by accepting and using the
money. | believe, it is exactly just for like any other kind of money we use for
“scholarships”. A lot of people as well as Tanzanian leaders studied under a programme
called by then “ African Training for Leadership”, which trained leaders. A lot of people and
University Professors studied under this programme and | believe they knew very well what was
the purpose of the funds used.
Personaly I did not know the reasons, but the “politics behind it” was that there were

people “lobbying” Americans for assistance. In order to satisfy them, their Government
decided to set aside a fund used for people Americans feared not because they hated them
but because they feared them. And the freedom fighters were “intelligent enough” to say, “
Okay, that is your money, we shall use it for our benefit”. This could be seen in different
ways.

I was also involved in the preparations of students once they had secured scholarships by
getting them traveling documents in the event they had to travel very far. | had to make
arrangement for visas and very often than not | used to quarrel with a certain lady at the
“United States Embassy” because they used to say “Aren’t these people terrorists?”. And |
used to reply, “ No. I don’t deal with terrorists. These are freedom fighters.” Then she
would ask again “What is the difference”? I then told her “You tell them. It is your money,
so why are you funding terrorists?” “They were still being called terrorists” but even though
they would travel and come back. Those were my thoughts. They were my thoughts
because nobody ever told me that | could come across that kind of scenario but as regards
being told that freedom fighters were considered as terrorists, | surely got it from one
officer from the United States of America Embassy to whom | said that they could not be
called terrorists because these are people who wanted their freedom.

May be the other reasons why freedom fighters were called terrorists was the prevalent
“analysis” of those days, during the Eithies’period when the “Afro American Lobby” was at
its “very high level”, especially after the assassination of Martin Luther King. The
American Government was under pressure to identify itself in a way or the other with
“other areas of struggle” especially concerning
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those of Africa in order to low internal pressure; therefore “they had to spend money on
them”. It was necessary to do so. People who used to come from the Southern part of
Africa were freedom fighters, an unwanted species. If sponsors had wished to send them
scholarships in South Africa, that would not have worked  because the Boers could not
accorded them that opportunity. Among black people who used to leave South Africa, most
of them used to come from “Liberation Movements, invariably ANC or PAC.” For
Americans, in order to say that they were helping it was necessary to extend their assistance
through “liberation movements.” Now there were some “extremist individuals” like the
lady who said “these terrorists”, but the “State Department” knew what they were doing
and also knew that they would be questions requiring answers from Blacks who had started
entering into the American Senate, and if they were to raise questions into Senate as to why
the Government was helping the Apartheid Government and did not assist those oppressed.
The answer would be “we educate them”.

But Americans including British were not all that stupid. During the 1980’s and early 1990°s
up to the end, they were already aware that South Africa will at all cost be free and those who
will be at the helm are the “freedom fighters”. How would they then engage the will be new
leaders without assisting them? For this reason “they did something”.

Life span ofthe SATP was very short. | just joined it in the middle. Before getting that
job, the programme was in existence for quite some time in Zimbabwe, it was even run in
Namibia. So it was a longtime programme. The list of leaders whowent through that
programme s very long.

Tanzania helped a lot. Leave alone the asylum extended to refugees, Tanzania provided
scholarships in many institutes of higher learning within the country. ~ Tanzania provided also
opportunities to educate liberation movements’people as well as welcoming freedom fighters.
A lot of scholarships were made available to the extent of sending almost thirty students
annually to the Cooperative College of Moshi. Besides, these students were made to pay the
same tuition fees as local students.” Therefore, there was no discrimination as whom should pay
more. During holidays, when it was about carrying out practical assignments, they were given
the same opportunity like Tanzanians, they were considered like any other Tanzanian students
and their practical assignments were done here in Tanzania. That should be counted as
assistance. The same thing was done with IDM Mzumbe and in other Institutes accross the country. To
be a counselor that included almost everything. A lot of people used to ask me how | managed to work
with those people? “They were supposed to be rough” and very hard to work with! I managed to work
with them because | understood their plight. For adults refugees, it was easy to talk to them and know
what were their problems. But for the little ones, they were overwhelmed by anger. | had children who
were involved in the “Soweto Uprisings”. These were very small children to the extent of getting puzzled
as to why their parents let them come to Tanzania? These children lived under the the guidance of adult
refugees who loved them and treated them as *“ compatriots”, but there were other refugees whose
behavior left a lot be desired; therefore the children were put under “strict discipline”. Adults adapted
easily to the new life but children were dominated by anger and were sad. Whenever | talked to them it
was very difficult to pass the message across. Even though | tried my level best; not a single day |
reported an ANC child to their principals for involvement into a fracas at school and tell them this child
of yours is unbearable. | did not do that because | knew what would follow. So, | tried to deal with them
as if they were my own. | could not take to Police undisciplined and rough children. | never did that. |
tried to talk to them, we collaborated very well and went on that way until such a time they would
volunteer to come to me and tell you their problems.
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Henceforth, | was an advisor to them and used to tell them that life was not easy even ourselves
had our own problems. In the schools where they were, they had a handsome stipend. The
situation was tough but not to that extent. Dealing with these children, major difficulties would
arise when on tried to identify themselves with their problems. The best way was to make one step
back and say “Hey, I am not supposed to behave this way. What | have to do is to guide them and

not to substitute myself to them and start feeling sorry”.

Truly, it was though. One major thing I managed to do is that | used to work non stop

during four hours per day from eight in the morning up twelve but would decide to leave
the office at six in the evening so that people could come in at any time. It was “no appointment,

just come in”. If someone had problems, | would tell them to come, and dealt with their
problems as much as | could. And even for those who were in disagreement with their parties,
I would take them somewhere else to get assistance; something which probably was not
within my jurisdiction.
There were others who come and married in Tanzania; these were many. Others went

back with Tanzanian girls and there were women married to Tanzanians. | wish I could

see them again. Some of them used different names from their current ones. | used to wonder
how come | worked with students who had gone to learn film production;

South Africa is very much advanced in terms of radio and TV production, but | have never ever
come across a name | would recognize? And these are "blacks" and others are people
of forty years of age by now.

One day, | received a call from the South African Embassy. An army man was at the
Embassy and wanted to see me. Unfortunately | was not around.

Concerning the SATP programme, 1 quit the job but I don’t know whether it is still
continuing. | would not be surprised if they continued with it because now they are able to
work from within South Africa, especially if they still are in need of assistance in terms of
training. 1 would not be surprised if the programme was still on. There are nowadays those
who call themselves Africa American Institute and who have a “Website” which I think,
contain history about SATP. For instance information about the inception of SATP, whether it
has been closed, because since | left the Office, a lot people left too.

Truant students were also part of the group. Oh! Yeah, how possible was it to not have such
people? When you have people aged between fifteen up to forty, truants will always be there
and I don’t know how they used to deal with them. Among freedom fighters, there were
those who were “absolutely genuine”, there were those who were “opportunists” and there
were those who were “planted for subversive purposes” may be by the Boers’” Government.
Boers used to send such people to all groups and most of them ended being appreehended at
““various levels”.

The generation | dealt with was a generation that had acquired a certain level of
education; these were young people from Soweto and other settlements nearby and it was
not easy for them to join Institutes of higher learning such as Business Colleges. The gape
was so huge and that made their “placement problematic”. That is the reason why most of
them were directed towards “Humanities or Social Work Studies” and few joined Medical
Universities.  But for those who embraced professions such accountancy, | had to get them
supplementary tuitions because of mathematics. On the other hand, there were some who
liked maths, but that is where used to rise problems. If you told someone coming from
South Africa that they spoke English “of some sort” and informed them they did not
qualify to join an Agriculture Institute because they did not study science, they would
hardly believe you. For them Science was Hygiene and general science; how to cleanly
wash clothes. Certainly, the Boers were preparing them to become house boys or things of
that sort. Now, when you told them that “You need to have some chemistry or physics”,
they would ask you “What is chemistry? What is biology?They did not know! It was very
tough and | believe those who went to Mrs. Ligate school were much better because they
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started primary up to secondary school educaton. After a “full fledged primary school
education”, students joined regular secondary schools. Those who were taken to other
schools were at bit aged but even though they faced problems because their education was
very, very elementary.

I am glad because I believe, almost everyone who worked with these “freedom fighters” or
“terrorists” as they were called learned something. Personally, I learned quite a lot concerning
human beings and always | say, | am not a politician but we saw a lot of politics. As His
Excellency, the Ambassador used to say “you can see all the hypocrisy come out” and we used to
see it direct.

“Thank you”.
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Bgoya,Walter
[Dar es Salaam; August 2008]

Walter Bgoya has been an activist for quite some time, his history begins from the time he
was a student at Kansas University, where he experienced live racial discrimination
which he could not tolerate. After completing his studies, he was employed by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairss, where he worked closely with Mwalimu Nyerere who was at
the origin of many things concerning liberation struggle. On the other hand, even out of
office, he could meet freedom fighters from various countries and farther the ties which
enabled him participate in their many activities and also to reinforce friendship with
some freedom fighter leaders. During that period, he participated as a delegate from
Tanzania in OAU meetings where the liberation struggle aspect took centre stage and
thus increasing his willingness in participating in all the activities geared towards
fighting  for independence, especially in the Southern part of Africa. After quitting
public service, he continued with liberation struggle activism, and freedom fighters who
knew him continued to seek his advice and using his experience. ~At the Tanzania
Publishing House where he was, he was part of a number of famous people conversant
with liberation struggle activism through getting together and talking even planning
strategies geared towards advancing their activities. They also managed to print books
concerning liberation struggle and social development. At the moment of this interview,
Mr. Bgoya is the Executive Director of Mkuki na Nyota Publishers Ltd.

I am WalterBgoya. 1 was born in Ngara, Kagera Region towards the end of 1942. |
studied in Christian mission primary schoolsand then to governemnt schools for secondary
education. At the end of 1960 | was offered a scholarship by the African American Institute
to study at the University of Kansas. In July 1961, | left for the US, five months before

independence on 9 December 1961.

Going to America was exciting and the picture that had been built over the years of
propaganda about life in that country was such that, apart from material things, it was a
great disappointment. Racial discrimination was rife and even though | came from a
country that was still under colonialism, | had not experienced the humiliation and
indiginities of racism. The university was, itself generally progressive, and there was a lot

of room for discussions, debates and student activism.

Because of the influence of political developments in Tanganyika, the political rallie