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Section 1.  Letter of Invitation

[insert: Location and Date]

Dear [insert: Name of Bidder]:

1. The Southern African Development Community (SADC) Secretariat invites proposals from qualified firms to provide the following consulting services:  DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADC INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER FRAMEWORK AND GUIDELINES - SADC/3/5/2/97. More details on the services are provided in the attached Terms of Reference.
2. The Bidding Documents has been addressed to the following shortlisted Bidders:

3. A FIRM will be selected under the Limited Bidding method and procedures described in this Request for Proposal.

4. The Request for Proposal includes the following documents:



Section 1 - Letter of Invitation



Section 2 - Information to Bidders



Section 3 - Technical Proposal - Standard Forms



Section 4 - Financial Proposal - Standard Forms



Section 5 - Terms of Reference



Section 6 - Standard Forms of Contract.

5.
Please inform us, upon receipt, within maximum five (5) days from the date of this letter:

(a)
That you received the bidding documents; and

(b)
Whether you will submit a proposal (if not please state the reasons).

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Veronica Zulu Chingalawa,

Acting Senior Officer - Procurement 

Section 2.  Information to Bidders

	Definitions
	(a)
“BD” means the Bidding Documents to be prepared by the Procuring Entity for the selection of Contractor, based on the SADC Secretariat Standard Template.

(b)
“Procuring Entity” means the procurement entity in charge of the procurement procedure.

(c)
“Contractor” means any entity or person that may provide or provides the Services to the Client under the Contract.

(d)
“Contract” means the Contract signed by the Parties and all the attached documents that are the General Conditions (GC), the Special Conditions (SC), and the Appendices.

(e)       “Contracting Authority” means the entity with which the selected Consultant signs the Contract for the Services.

(f)
“Data Sheet” means such part of the Instructions to Bidders used to reflect specific country and assignment conditions.

(g)
“Day” means calendar day.

(h)
“Evaluation Committee ” it is a panel of experts appointed by the Procuring Entity and assigned to evaluate the bids. The Evaluation Committee consists in a Chairperson and a Secretary, with no voting rights and an odd number of voting members. 

(i)
“Instructions to Bidders” (Section 2 of the BD) means the document which provides shortlisted Bidders with all information needed to prepare their Proposals.

(j)
“LOI” (Section 1 of the BD) means the Letter of Invitation being sent by the Procuring Entity to the shortlisted Bidders.

(k)
“Personnel” means professionals and support staff provided by the Bidders or by any Sub-Contractors and assigned to perform the Services or any part thereof; “Foreign Personnel” means such professionals and support staff who at the time of being so provided had their domicile outside the Procuring Entity’s country; “Local Personnel” means such professionals and support staff who at the time of being so provided had their domicile inside the Procuring Entity’s country.

(l)
“Proposal” means the Technical Proposal and the Financial Proposal.

(m)
“Services” means the consulting services or the work to be performed by the Contractor pursuant to the Contract.

(n)
“Subcontractor” means any person or entity with whom the Bidder or Contractors intends to subcontracts any part of the Services.

(m)
“Terms of Reference” (TOR) means the document included in the BD as Section 5 which explains the objectives, scope of work, activities, tasks to be performed, respective responsibilities of the Procuring Entity and the Contractor, and expected results and deliverables of the assignment.



	1.
Introduction
	1.1
The Procuring Entity named in the Data Sheet will select a firm/eligible institution among those listed in the Letter of Invitation, in accordance with the procurement method indicated in the Data Sheet, method detailed in the edition of the Guidelines indicated in the Data Sheet.

1.2
The shortlisted Bidders are invited to submit a Technical Proposal and a Financial Proposal for global price services required for the assignment named in the Data Sheet and presented in details in the Terms of Reference attached as Section 5 of this Bidding Documents. The proposal and the Terms of Reference will be the basis for contract for a signed contract with the successful firm.

1.3
The assignment shall be implemented in accordance with the phasing indicated in the Data Sheet. When the assignment includes several phases, the performance of the Bidder under each phase must be to the Procuring Entity's satisfaction before work begins on the next phase.

1.4
The Bidders must familiarize themselves with local conditions and take them into account in preparing their proposals. To obtain firsthand information on the assignment and on the local conditions, Bidders are encouraged to request the Procuring Entity to provide further information before submitting a proposal and to attend a pre-bid conference if one is specified in the Data Sheet. Attending the pre-proposal conference is optional. The Bidders’ representative should contact the Procuring Entity at the address stated in the Data Sheet or to obtain additional information on the pre-bid conference.

1.5
The Procuring Entity will provide the inputs specified in the Data Sheet, assist the firm in obtaining licenses and permits needed to carry out the services, and make available relevant project data and reports.

1.6
Please note that (i) the costs of preparing the proposal, including a visit to the Procuring Entity, are not reimbursable as a direct cost of the assignment; and (ii) the Procuring Entity is not bound to accept any of the proposals submitted.

1.7
SADC Secretariat policy requires that Bidders provide professional, objective, and impartial advice and at all times hold the Procuring Entity’s interests paramount, without any consideration for future work, and strictly avoid conflicts with other assignments or their own corporate interests. Bidders shall not be hired for any assignment that would be in conflict with their prior or current obligations to other clients, or that may place them in a position of not being able to carry out the assignment in the best interest of the Procuring Entity. 

1.7.1
Bidders will be excluded from the bidding process if it will be in a conflict of interest situation as described below:

(a) Conflict between consulting activities and procurement of goods, works or services. A bidder or a contractor that has been engaged by the SADC Secretariat or the Procuring Entity to provide goods, works, or services for the organization, and each of its affiliates, shall be disqualified from providing consulting services related to those goods, works or services. Conversely, a bidder or a contractor hired to provide services for the preparation or implementation of a project, and each of its affiliates shall be disqualified from subsequently providing goods, works or services resulting from or directly related to the contractor’s consulting services for such preparation or implementation.

(b) Conflict among consulting assignments: Neither, bidders or contractors (including their personnel and sub-Bidders) nor any of their affiliates shall be hired for any assignment that, by its nature, may be in conflict with another assignment of the bidder or contractor. For instance, a contractor assisting SADC Secretariat or the Procuring Entity to implement a project shall not be engaged to prepare an independent assessment for the implementation of the same project, or contractors hired to prepare Terms of Reference (TOR) for an assignment shall not be hired for the assignment in question. 

(c) Relationship with SADC Secretariat’s or the Procuring Entity’s staff: bidders or contractors (including their personnel and sub-contractors) having business or family relationship with a member of the SADC Secretariat’s or the Procuring Entity’s staff directly or indirectly involved in any part of: (i) the preparation of the TOR or Technical Specification of a contract, (ii) the selection process for such contract, or (iii) the supervision of the contract, may not be awarded the contract, unless the conflict stemming from this relationship has been resolved in a manner acceptable to the SADC Secretariat throughout the selection process and the execution of the contract. 
1.7.2
Since previous or ongoing participation in relation to the assignment by the Bidder, its professional staff, or its affiliates or associates under a contract with the SADC Secretariat and Procuring Entity may result in rejection of the proposal, the bidders should clarify their situation in that respect with the Procuring Entity before preparing the proposal.

1.7.3
Bidders may be hired for downstream work, when continuity is essential, in which case this possibility shall be indicated in the Data Sheet and the factors used for the selection of the Bidder should take the likelihood of continuation into account.  It will be the exclusive decision of the Procuring Entity whether or not to have the downstream assignment carried out, and if it is carried out, which Bidder will be hired for the purpose.

1.8
It is the SADC Secretariat’s policy to require that Procuring Entity’s staff as well as Bidders under SADC Secretariat-financed contracts observe the highest standard of ethics during the selection and execution of such contracts. In pursuance of this policy, the SADC Secretariat:

(a) defines for the purposes of this provision, the terms set forth below as follows:

(i)
“corrupt practice” is the offering, giving, receiving or soliciting, directly or indirectly, of anything of value to influence improperly the actions of another party;  

(ii) “fraudulent practice” is any act or omission, including misrepresentation, that knowingly or recklessly misleads, or attempts to mislead, a party to obtain financial or other benefits or to avoid an obligation;

(iii) “collusive practices” is an arrangement between two or more parties designed to achieve an improper purpose, including to influence improperly the actions of another party;

(iv) “coercive practices” is impairing or harming, or threatening to impair or harm, directly or indirectly, any party or the property of the party to influence improperly the actions of a party;

(v) “obstructive practice” 

(aa)
deliberately destroying, falsifying, altering or concealing material evidence to the investigation or making false statements to investigators in order to materially impede a SADC Secretariat, or a governmental or independent investigation into allegations of a corrupt, fraudulent, coercive, or collusive practice; and/or threatening, harassing, or intimidating any party to prevent it from disclosing its knowledge of matters relevant to the investigation or from pursuing the investigation, or

(bb)
acts intended to materially impede the exercise of the SADC Secretariat or governmental or inspection and audit rights. 

(b) It will take the following measures against the bidder recommended for award who has, directly or through an agent, engaged in corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive, or obstructive practices in competing for the contract in question;

(i) will reject the bid for award;

(ii) will declare the bidder/the contractor, including its affiliates, ineligible, either indefinitely or for a stated period of time, to become a SADC Secretariat contractor; 

(iii) will cancel or terminate any ongoing contract with the bidder /the contractor;

(iv) will request a the relevant national authorities to conduct a joint investigation with SADC Secretariat to inspect or carry out audits of the bidder /the contractor’ accounting records and financial statements in connection with the contract in question for which it was found guilty of engaging in corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive, or obstructive practices;

(v) will forfeit the bid or performance securities of the bidder /the contractor; 

(vi) will suspend any payments due to the bidder/ contractor, under the contract in question or any other contract the bidder/contractor might have with the organization, until the extent of damage caused by the its engagement in corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive or obstructive practices in competing for the SADC Secretariat’s contract are determined and recovered, and 

(vii) will sue the bidder /contractor to recover the damages caused by its engagement in corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive or obstructive practices in competing for the contract in question, if they are not fully recovered by the securities and the payments otherwise due to the bidder/contractor.

1.9
Neither the shortlisted Bidders nor their personnel or subcontractor shall not be under a declaration of ineligibility for corrupt and fraudulent practices issued by the SADC Secretariat in accordance with the above sub para. 1.8 (d).

1.10
Bidders shall furnish information as described in the Financial Proposal submission form (Section 4A) on commissions and gratuities, if any, paid or to be paid to agents relating to this proposal, and to execute the work if the firm is awarded the contract.

1.11
Without limitation on the generality of this rule, Bidders, and their subcontractors and personnel shall not be hired under the circumstances set forth below:

(a) They are bankrupt;

(b) Payments to them have been suspended in accordance with the judgment of a court of law other than a judgment declaring bankruptcy and resulting, in accordance with their national laws in the total or partial loss of the right to administer and dispose of their property;

(c) Legal proceedings have been instituted against them involving an order suspending payments and which may result, in accordance with their national laws, in a declaration of bankruptcy or in any other situation entailing the total or partial loss of the right to administer and dispose of their property;

(d) They have been convicted, by a final judgment, of any crime or offence concerning their professional conduct;

(e) They are guilty of serious misrepresentation with regard to information required for participation in an invitation to tender;

(f) They have been sanctioned by SADC Secretariat according to the SADC Secretariat Policy for Procurement and Grants. 
1.11
Only shortlisted Bidders are allowed to participate in this bidding process. If a Bidders is shortlisted as Joint Venture or Consortium, the composition of Joint Venture or Consortium can be changed with prior approval of the Procuring Entity and only if :(i) is supported by solid and objective arguments, (ii) does not alter the competition, (iii) is not generating a conflict of interest, and (iv) is not invalidating the criteria and conditions in place when the joint venture or consortium was prequalified.


	2.
Clarification and Amendment of Bidding Documents
	2.1
Bidders may request a clarification of any of the Bidding Documents up to the number of days indicated in the Data Sheet before the proposal submission date. Any request for clarification must be sent in writing by paper mail, cable, telex, facsimile, or electronic mail to the Procuring Entity’s address indicated in the Data Sheet. The Procuring Entity will respond by cable, telex, facsimile, or electronic mail to such requests and will send written copies of the response (including an explanation of the query but without identifying the source of inquiry) to all invited Bidders who intend to submit proposals.

2.2
At any time before the submission of proposals, the Procuring Entity may, for any reason, whether at its own initiative or in response to a clarification requested by an invited firm, amend the BD. Any amendment shall be issued in writing through addenda. Addenda shall be sent by mail, cable, telex, facsimile, or electronic mail to all invited Bidders and will be binding on them. The Procuring Entity may at its discretion extend the deadline for the submission of proposals.



	3.
Preparation of Proposal
	3.1
Bidders are requested to submit a proposal written in the language indicated in the Bid Data Sheet. All correspondence between the Bidder and Contracting Authority shall be in this language. 


	Technical Proposal
	3.2
In preparing the Technical Proposal, Bidders are expected to examine the documents constituting this BD in detail. Material deficiencies in providing the information requested may result in rejection of a proposal.

3.3
While preparing the Technical Proposal, Bidders must give particular attention to the following:

(i)
If a Bidder considers that it does not have all the expertise for the assignment, it may obtain a full range of expertise by associating with individual Bidder(s) and/or subcontract part of the services to other consulting firms, as appropriate. In case of subcontracting this shall be in the limit stated in the Data Sheet but under no circumstances shall exceed forty percent (40%) of the total staff-days input. The Bidders are encouraged to seek the participation of regional Bidders when subcontracting part of the assignment. Under no circumstances, the Bidders shall associate with the other short listed Bidders, or their affiliates, invited for this assignment. Affiliates are the group of companies, firms, associations, etc. where the Bidder or any of the major shareholders owns a minimum of twenty percent (20%) of shares of the share capital. For the same purpose, major shareholder is any legal or physical person who owns no less than twenty percent (20%) of the shares of the Bidder.
(ii)
For assignments on a global priced contract, the estimated number of professional working days is given in the Data Sheet. 

(vi)
Reports to be issued by the Bidders as part of this assignment must be in the language(s) specified in the Data Sheet.  It is desirable that the firm’s personnel have a working knowledge of the official languages of the country (ies) of the assignment.
3.4
The Technical Proposal shall provide the following information using the attached Standard Forms (Section 3):

(i)
Any comments or suggestions on the Terms of Reference on facilities to provided by the Procuring Entity and on Standard Form of Contract (Form Tech 2).

(ii)
A description of the methodology and work plan for performing the assignment (Form Tech 3).

(iii)
If requested in the TOR he list of the proposed staff team for the implementation. 
(vi)
A detailed description of the proposed methodology, staffing, and monitoring of training, if the Data Sheet specifies training as a major component of the assignment.

(vii)
Any additional information requested in the Data Sheet.

3.5
The Technical Proposal shall not include any financial information. If financial information is included in the technical proposal this will be automatically disqualified. 



	Financial Proposal
	3.6
In preparing the Financial Proposal, Bidders are expected to take into account the requirements and conditions outlined in the BD documents. The Financial Proposal should follow Standard Forms (Section 4). It lists all costs associated with the assignment, including (a) lump sums and (b) reimbursable expenses if the case. The Reimbursable expense shall cover only the cost indicated in the Data Sheet. All other cost estimated by the bidders for the execution of the assignment shall be included in the lump sum.

3.7
The Financial Proposal shall not include the local taxes (including social security), duties, fees, levies, and other charges imposed under the applicable law in the Procuring Entity’s country or in the countries of assignment, on the Bidders, the subcontractors, and their personnel (other than nationals or permanent residents of the Procuring Entity’s country), unless the Data Sheet specifies otherwise. For this purpose, the bidders’, the subcontractors’ and their personnel’ home countries shall not be considered as countries of assignment.

3.8
If so specified in the Data Sheet, the Financial Proposal must include, without any modification, the amount indicated as fixed reimbursable expenses, to cover for the expenditures already priced by the Procuring Entity (i.e, cost of trainings, cost of study tours, cost of financial audits, cost of equipments, etc).
3.9
The total budget available for this assignment, including the taxes indicated at para. 3.7 and the reimbursable expenses indicated at paragraph 3.8, is indicated in the Data Sheet. Financial Proposal exceeding the available budget will be rejected as non-responsive. 
3.10
Bidders must express the price of their services in the US Dollars. The payment will be made in US Dollars, and the Bidder shall bear all the cost and risks implied by the currency exchange. Financial Proposals expressed in other currencies than the US Dollars will be automatically disqualified. 
3.11
Commissions and gratuities, if any, paid or to be paid by Bidders and related to the assignment will be listed in the Financial Proposal submission form (Section 4A).

3.12
The Data Sheet indicates how long the proposals must remain valid after the submission date. During this period, the Bidder is expected to keep available the professional staff proposed for the assignment. The Procuring Entity will make its best effort to complete evaluation within this period. If the Procuring Entity wishes to extend the validity period of the proposals, the Bidders who do not agree have the right not to extend the validity of their proposals. 



	4.
Submission, Receipt, and Opening of Proposals
	4.1
The original proposal (Technical and Financial Proposal) shall be prepared in indelible ink.  It shall contain no interlineation or overwriting, except as necessary to correct errors made by the firm itself. Any such corrections must be initialed by the persons or person who sign(s) the proposals.

4.2
An authorized representative of the firm initials all pages of the proposal. The representative’s authorization is confirmed by a written power of attorney accompanying the proposal.
4.3
For each proposal, the Bidders shall prepare the number of copies indicated in the Data Sheet.  Each Technical Proposal and Financial Proposal shall be marked “Original” or “Copy” as appropriate. If there are any discrepancies between the original and the copies of the proposal, the original governs.

4.4
The original and all copies of the Technical Proposal shall be placed in a sealed envelope clearly marked “Technical Proposal,” and the original and all copies of the Financial Proposal in a sealed envelope clearly marked “Financial Proposal” and warning: “Do Not Open with the Technical Proposal.”  Both envelopes shall be placed into an outer envelope and sealed.  This outer envelope shall bear the submission address and other information indicated in the Data Sheet and be clearly marked, “Do Not Open, Except in Presence of the Evaluation Committee.” Information on the outer and inner envelopes should also include the name of the Bidder and the contract name and reference number. 

4.5
The completed Technical and Financial Proposals must be delivered at the submission address on or before the time and date stated in the Data Sheet. Any proposal received after the closing time for submission of proposals shall automatically rejected and shall be returned unopened to the Bidder.



	5.
Proposal Evaluation


	

	General
	5.1
From the time the bids are opened to the time the contract is awarded, if any Bidder wishes to contact the Procuring Entity on any matter related to its proposal, it should do so in writing at the address indicated in the Data Sheet. Any effort by the firm to influence the Procuring Entity in the Procuring Entity’s proposal evaluation, proposal comparison or contract award decisions may result in the rejection of the Bidder’s proposal.

5.2
Evaluators of Technical Proposals shall have no access to the Financial Proposals until the technical evaluation, including any SADC Secretariat reviews, is concluded.



	Public Opening and Evaluation of Technical Proposals: Scoring
	5.3 The Procuring Entity shall conduct the bid opening in public at the address, date and time specified in the Data Sheet. Only the representatives of the bidders and the Evaluation Committee members are allowed to participate in public opening sessions. Any other interested person shall request, in writing, the SADC Secretariat’s permission to participate in a specific bid opening session.
5.4 The bid opening shall commence with the Chairperson the Evaluation Committee reading out the Bidders’ names and the time of arrival of the proposal. A registration number will be given to each proposal. All envelopes shall be opened one at a time, by the Chairperson of the Evaluation Committee, in order of their arrival. 

5.5 At the opening, only the Technical Proposal envelope shall be opened immediately and checked for compliance with formal submission requirements by the evaluation committee. The Financial Proposal shall remain sealed and deposited in a safe place until all submitted proposals, of technically responsive bids, are opened publicly. In case the envelopes are not submitted separately the Bidder will be excluded. 
5.6 No Bid shall be rejected at Bid opening except for late bids, in accordance with ITB Sub-Clause 4.5 and the other listed in the template for opening checklist (see in Annex to Services to SADC Guidelines for Procurement and Grants). Only envelopes that are opened and read out at Bid opening shall be considered further.
5.7 The Procuring Entity shall prepare the minutes of the Bid opening that shall include a brief description of the bid opening procedures and its finding as. The Bidders’ representatives who are present shall be requested to sign the attendance sheet.  A copy of the minute shall be distributed to all Bidders who submitted bids in time.
5.8 Once the Bid opening is concluded, the Evaluation Committee, as a whole, and each of its voting members individually, evaluates the proposals on the basis of their responsiveness to the Terms of Reference, applying the evaluation criteria, sub criteria (typically not more than three per criteria), and point system specified in the Data Sheet. Each responsive proposal will be given a technical score (St). A proposal shall be rejected at this stage if it does not respond to important aspects of the Terms of Reference or if it fails to achieve the minimum technical score indicated in the Data Sheet.


	Public Opening and Evaluation of Financial Proposals: Ranking 


	5.9
After the evaluation of quality is completed, the Procuring Entity shall notify those Bidders whose proposals did not meet the minimum qualifying mark or were considered nonresponsive to the BD and Terms of Reference, indicating that their Financial Proposals will be returned unopened after completing the selection process. The Procuring Entity shall simultaneously notify the Bidders that have secured the minimum qualifying mark, indicating the date and time set for opening the Financial Proposals. The opening date shall not be sooner than two weeks after the notification date. The notification may be sent by registered letter, cable, telex, facsimile, or electronic mail.

5.10
The Financial Proposals shall be opened publicly in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to attend. The name of the Bidder, the technical scores, and the proposed prices shall be read aloud and recorded when the Financial Proposals are opened. The Procuring Entity shall prepare minutes of the public opening.

5.11
The evaluation committee will determine whether the Financial Proposals are complete (i.e., whether they have costed all items of the corresponding Technical Proposals; if not, the Procuring Entity will cost them and add their cost to the initial price), correct any computational errors, and determine if the total price is within the maximum budget available. The evaluation shall exclude those taxes, duties, fees, levies, and other charges imposed under the applicable law; and to be applied to foreign and non-permanent resident Bidders (and to be paid under the contract, unless the Bidder is exempted), and estimated as per paragraph. 3.7. Should the Financial Proposal, after applying any correction or adjustments, exceeds the available budget for the assignment indicated at paragraph 3.9, this shall be automatically disqualified. 

5.12
Once corrections or adjustments have been applied, the Financial Proposal shall be adjusted with the Regional Preference. If so specified in the BDS, The Procuring Entity shall grant a margin of preference in the evaluation of bids form companies nationals from the SADC region when compared to bids from elsewhere. The margin of preference shall be calculated as a maximum fifteen percent (15%) discount to the evaluated total price. In case of a consortium, to qualify for the regional preference, the applicant must be from the region and the companies providing at least 50% of the services offered must be from the region. 
5.13
The lowest Financial Proposal (Fm) will be given a financial score (Sf) of 100 points. The financial scores (Sf) of the other Financial Proposals will be computed as indicated in the Data Sheet.  Proposals will be ranked according to their combined technical (St) and financial (Sf) scores using the weights (T = the weight given to the Technical Proposal; P = the weight given to the Financial Proposal; 
T + P = 1) indicated in the Data Sheet: 
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. The firm achieving the highest combined technical and financial score will be awarded the contract. 



	6.
Negotiations of Contract
	6.1
The Contracting Authority, prior to award the contract, may enter into negotiation with the successful bidder in order to confirm the availability for the assignment, incorporation in the methodology of the aspects for which clarifications where requested during the evaluation and the modification of the schedule of mobilization of the team and submission of deliverables under the contract.
6.2   No negotiation on the: (i) unit or total price, and/or (ii) proposed methodology is allowed.

6.3      As far as possible, the negotiation shall be conducted in writing. Only on exceptional circumstances, the Contracting Authority and the successful shall meet for negotiations. In such case the meeting shall take place at the address indicated in the Bid Data Sheet. 

6.5    The negotiations shall be recorded in a minute of the negotiations and be attached as annex to the contract. 


	7.
Award of Contract
	7.1
The Bidder who submitted a technical and financial responsive proposal and received the highest combined score, calculated as per formula given in paragraph 5.13 and the Data Sheet, will be awarded the contract.

7.2
After the approval of the Evaluation Report, the Procuring Entity will promptly notify other both the success and the unsuccessful bidders about the outcome of the evaluation of the bids. 

7.3
In case of the successful Bidder, following the notification of award the validity of its offer shall be automatically extended with sixty (60) days. 
7.4
No later than thirty (30) days from that date of notification of the recommendation for the award of the contract, the Procuring Entity shall submit to the applicant the contract for the services. The successful Bidder shall be given fifteen (15) days to sign the contract to the Contracting Authority. If it fails to do so, the Procuring Entity may consider cancelling the award of the contract.
7.5
The Contractor is expected to commence the assignment on the date and at the location specified in the Data Sheet.


	8.
Confidentiality 
	8.1
Information relating to evaluation of proposals and recommendations concerning awards shall not be disclosed to the Bidders who submitted the proposals or to other persons not officially concerned with the process, until the winning firm has been notified that it has been awarded the contract.



	9.
Appeals 
	9.1
Short listed Bidders may appeal any of the Procuring Entity’s decision taken during the evaluation process by following the procedures described on the SADC Secretariat Guidelines at the article specified in the Data Sheet.


	
	

	
	


Information to Bidders

Data Sheet

	Clause Reference

	Clarifications and/or Amendment to Reference Clause

	1.1
	The name of the Procuring Entity is: The SADC Secretariat
The name of the Contracting Authority is:The SADC Secretariat

The procurement method is: Limited Bidding 
The Edition of the Guidelines is: January 2017


	1.2


	The name, objectives, and description of the assignment are: 

Contract Name: DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADC INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER FRAMEWORK AND GUIDELINES
Contract Reference: SADC/3/5/2/97

Brief description of the specific objectives of the contract:  

OBJECTIVE, PURPOSE & EXPECTED RESULTS

Overall objective

The main objective of the consultancy is to develop a SADC regional framework and guidelines for industrial clusters. Specifically, the framework and guidelines will assist SADC to

1. develop regional clusters that facilitate the interface with Regional and Global value chains; 

2. develop business linkage programmes for entrepreneurship development and outreach; and

3. facilitate access to information, preferential procurement, financing and assistance in accessing modern technology

Purpose

The purpose of this contract is to hire a consulting firm to develop regional cluster framework and guidelines for the SADC.

Results to be achieved by the contractor

The following are expected outcomes to be achieved by this consultancy in chronological order;

1. Regional clusters and their status, 

2. Regional cluster opportunities, 

3. Cluster development critical success factors (i.e. infrastructure needs, technological programmes etc.), 

4. Benchmarking outcomes with comparator regions and/or countries, prioritised cluster types (geography, industry, existing networks etc.), 

5. Proposed regional cluster models to be promoted. 

6. Specific Framework and Guidelines for Regional Cluster Development for all the proposed regional cluster types which the SADC Secretariat and SADC Members States will use to promote entrepreneurship and regional integration. 

	1.3
	The assignment is phased:  No 

	1.4
	A pre-bid conference will be held:  NO 

	1.5
	The Procuring Entity will provide the following inputs:

Assistance with work and residence permits; all relevant reports/ information available in the SADC Secretariat will be made available when the consultant starts working.

	1.7.3
	The Procuring Entity envisages the need for continuity for downstream work:  NO



	2.1
	The Last date to receive requests for Clarifications is 11 MARCH 2020 at 16:00 hours local time. 

A list of questions and responses will be published on the SADC website as they become available.

The Last date for Responses is   13 MARCH 2020 at 16:00 hours local time.
The address for requesting clarifications is:

Head of Procurement 

Southern African Development Community (SADC) Secretariat

CBD Plot 54385
Room DGP05 on Ground Floor

City:  Gaborone 
Country: Botswana

Phone: +2673951863

Fax: +2673972848/3181070

Attention: Mr. Purpose Chifani 

Email: pchifani@sadc.int 
With copy to:;  nlihiku@sadc.int ;  ctutalife@sadc.int 
The correspondence shall bear the following reference: 

Contract Name: DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADC INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER FRAMEWORK AND GUIDELINES
Contract Reference: SADC/3/5/2/97



	3.1
	The language of the bidding process is:    English
However, any supporting documents that are part of the bid shall be issued in any SADC Secretariat official languages (i.e: English, French and Portuguese). If the original documents are written in a language other than SADC Secretariat official languages, they shall be accompanied by an original certified translation into any of the SADC Secretariat official languages. The cost of the translation shall be borne by the bidders.


In case of discrepancies between the original language and the language of translation, the language of translation shall prevail.

	3.3
	(i)
The Bidder will not subcontract any portion of the assignment. 

(ii)    The estimated implementation period for the assignment is: 6 months
(vi) Reports that are part of the assignment must be written in the following language(s): English only. 

	3.4
	Additional information in the Technical Proposal includes: 
i) Training is not foreseen under this assignment.

 ii) Translations do not need to be certified. 

	3.6
	This contract has no reimbursable expenses


	3.7


	Taxes:  It is the responsibility of the bidders to ensure that they familiarize themselves with the relevant tax regulations in their home country and in Botswana. Any liability for taxes must be factored into the fee rate and should not be a separate component of the financial proposal.

	3.8 
	This contract has no reimbursable expenses.

	3.9
	The maximum available budget for this contract is US$150,000. 

	3.12


	Proposals must remain valid 120 days after the submission date.


	4.3
	Bidders must submit an original and 3 additional copies of each proposal, in hard copy and electronic memory stick (written in a Microsoft Office application).

	4.4
	The proposal submission address is: 
“DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADC INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER FRAMEWORK AND GUIDELINES Contract Reference: SADC/3/5/2/97

“Do not open before 23 MARCH 2020 AT 15:00 HOURS 

The proposal submission address is: 

Secretary to the Tender Committee

Southern African Development Community (SADC) Secretariat

CBD Plot 54385
Room DGP11 on Ground Floor

City:  Gaborone 
Country: Botswana

Phone: +2673951863

Fax: +2673972848/3181070

Attention: Mrs. Veronica Zulu Chingalawa
Email: vchingalawa@sadc.int

City:  Gaborone
Country: Botswana

It is the Bidder’s responsibility to obtain a receipt and have the envelope dropped in the Tender Box which is situated in the entrance lobby at the above address and which accessible 24hrs a day, 7 days a week.



	4.5
	Proposals must be submitted no later than the following date and time: 
23 MARCH 2020 AT 15:00 HOURS 

	5.1


	The address to send information to the Procuring Entity is: 
Head of Procurement 

Southern African Development Community (SADC) Secretariat

CBD Plot 54385
Room DGP07 on Ground Floor

City:  Gaborone 
Country: Botswana

Phone: +2673951863

Fax: +2673972848/3181070

Attention: Mr. Purpose Chifani 

Email: pchifani@sadc.int 

       With copy to:;  nlihiku@sadc.int ;  ctutalife@sadc.int


	5.3
	The Bid public opening will be held: 23 MARCH 2020 AT 15:00 HOURS
Southern African Development Community (SADC) Secretariat

Western Commercial Road (near Lobatse and Willie Siboni Roads)

CBD Plot 54385

New CBD 

City: Gaborone 
Country: Botswana

The bidder’s must notify the Procuring Entity, in writing, with at least one day prior to the bid opening, the names of their representatives attending the bid opening. 

	5.8


	TECHNICAL SCORE (100 points)

The number of points to be given under each of the evaluation criteria are: 

ADEQUACY OF THE PROPOSED WORK PLAN AND METHODOLOGY IN RESPONDING TO THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 

                       Understanding of TORs                                                    10
                       Technical Approach and Methodology                            20
                       Work Plan.                                                                        10

QUALIFICATION AND COMPETENCE OF KEY EXPERTS – (60 points) (FORM TECH 5)


KE1: Team Leader – 30
             KE2 : Senior Expert – 30
The number of points to be given under each evaluation sub-criteria for key staff, expressed in percentage from the number points allocated to each key staff, are:


(i) Education and qualifications
15%


(ii) Specific experience
70%


(iii) General Experience & Skills
15%

The minimum technical score required to pass is 70% of available points


	5.10
	The Provisional Date and Time set for opening of financial offers for technically acceptable bids is 30 MARCH 2020 at 15:00 Hours local time.
Technically responsive bidders will be invited to attend the opening of financial offers at their own expense.

Bidders are required to specify whether or not they will attend the opening of financial proposals in a covering letter sent with their technical proposal.
In the event that no company indicates that they will attend the financial proposals opening, the financial proposals will be opened on earlier than the dates indicated above.

	5.11
	The evaluation shall include those taxes, duties, fees, levies, and other charges imposed under the applicable law; and to be applied to foreign and non-permanent resident Bidders and must be included as part of the fees.

	5.12
	Regional Preference is NOT applicable.

	5.13


	The formula for determining the financial scores is the following:

Sf = 100 x Fm/F, in which Sf is the financial score, Fm is the lowest price and F the price of the proposal under consideration, or another proportional linear formula.

The weights given to the technical and Financial Proposals are:

T=0.8 and

P= 0.2

The formula for the final (combined technical and financial) score is:
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	6.3
	The address where the negotiations of the contract (if required) will be held is: 

The SADC Secretariat, 

Western Commercial Road (near Lobatse and Willie Siboni Roads)

CBD Plot 54385

New CBD

City: Gaborone 
Country: Botswana

	7.5
	The expected date to commence the assignment is 1 APRIL 2020. 

	9.1
	The procedures to be followed to appeal a Procuring Entity decision in the procurement process are described in the article 7 of the SADC Secretariat Procurement Guidelines January 2017 edition


SADC WEBSITE REVAMP ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE OF DATES

	Activity
	Date

	Request for Proposals Launch Date
	05 MARCH 2020

	Last date for Receipt of Clarifications
	11 MARCH 2020, 16:00 hours local time

	Last date for Responses
	13 MARCH 2020, 16:00 hours local time

	Proposals Submission Date
	23 MARCH 2020, 15:00 hours local time

	**Evaluation of Proposals
	24 MARCH 2020

	**SADC Internal Tender Committee Meeting for approval of Technical Evaluation Report
	

	**Financial Proposal Opening
	30 MARCH 2020

	**Notification of Award
	30 MARCH 2020 

	**Contract Signing
	01 APRIL 2020

	**Commencement of Services
	01 APRIL 2020


**Provisional Dates
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Form TECH-1 Technical Proposal Submission Form
[Location, Date]

To:
[Name and address of Procuring Entity]

Ladies/Gentlemen:


We, the undersigned, offer to provide the consulting services for “DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADC INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER FRAMEWORK AND GUIDELINES Contract Reference: SADC/3/5/2/97 in accordance with your Bidding Documents dated [insert the date] and our Proposal. We are hereby submitting our Proposal, which includes this Technical Proposal, and a Financial Proposal sealed under a separate envelope.

Our Proposal is binding upon us and subject to the modifications resulting from correction and clarification made during the evaluation process, for a period of [insert the number of days] form the deadline for submission of the bid, as indicated in the Data Sheet reference to clauses 3.12 and 4.5. 


We understand you are not bound to accept any Proposal you receive.


We remain,

Yours sincerely,

Name and Title of Signatory:

Name of Firm:

Address:

Phone:

Facsimile:

e-mail: 

FORM TECH- 2 Comments and Suggestions on the Terms of REFERENCE
A – On the Terms of Reference

[Present and justify here any modifications or improvement to the Terms of Reference you are proposing to improve performance in carrying out the assignment (such as deleting some activity you consider unnecessary, or adding another, or proposing a different phasing of the activities).  Such suggestions should be concise and to the point, and incorporated in your Proposal.]

FORM TECH-3
Description of Approach, Methodology and Work Plan for Performing the Assignment

[Technical approach, methodology and work plan are key components of the Technical Proposal.  You are suggested to present your Technical Proposal (max. 30 pages, inclusive of charts and diagrams) divided into the following three chapters:

a) Technical Approach and Methodology,

b) Work Plan, and

c) Organization and Staffing,

a)
Technical Approach and Methodology.  In this chapter you should explain your understanding of the objectives of the assignment, approach to the services, methodology for carrying out the activities and obtaining the expected output, and the degree of detail of such output. You should highlight the problems being addressed and their importance, and explain the technical approach you would adopt to address them. You should also explain the methodologies you propose to adopt and highlight the compatibility of those methodologies with the proposed approach.
b)
Work Plan.  In this chapter you should propose the main activities of the assignment, their content and duration, phasing and interrelations, milestones (including interim approvals by the Purchaser), and delivery dates of the reports. The proposed work plan should be consistent with the technical approach and methodology, showing understanding of the TOR and ability to translate them into a feasible working plan. A list of the final documents, including reports, drawings, and tables to be delivered as final output, should be included here. The work plan should be consistent with the Work Schedule of Form TECH-7. 
c)
Organization and Staffing.  In this chapter you should propose the structure and composition of your team. You should list the main disciplines of the assignment, the key expert responsible, and proposed technical and support staff.]

FORM TECH-4 Team Composition and Task Assignments
	Professional Staff

	Name of Staff
	Area of Expertise
	Position Assigned
	Task Assigned

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Form  TECH - 5
Curriculum Vitae (CV) for Proposed Professional Staff

	Proposed role in the project:
	[insert the name of the position and indicate the key position]

	1.
Family name:
	[insert the name]

	2.
First names:
	[insert the names in full]

	3.
Date of birth:
	[insert the date]

	4.
Nationality:
	[insert the country or countries of citizenship]

	5.
Civil status:
	[insert: married/ divorced/single/ widower]

	6.
Contract details:
	Address:[insert the physical address]

	
	Phone: [insert the phone and mobile no.]

	
	E-mail: [insert the email]

	8.
Education:
	

	
	

	Institution:

[Date from – Date to]
	Degree(s) or Diploma(s) obtained:  

	[indicate the month and the year]
	[insert the name of the diploma and the specialty/major]

	[indicate the month and the year]
	[insert the name of the diploma and the specialty/major]


7.
Language skills: (Indicate competence on a scale of 1 to 5) (1 – excellent; 5 – basic)

	Language
	Reading
	Speaking
	Writing

	[insert the language]
	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]

	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]

	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]
	[insert the no.]


	8.
Membership of professional bodies: 
	[indicate the name of the professional body]

	9.
Other skills:
	[insert the skills]

	10.
Present position:
	[insert the name]

	11.
Years of experience:
	[insert the no]

	12.
Key qualifications: (Relevant to the assignment)
[insert the key qualifications]  


13.
Specific experience in the region:

	Country
	Date from - Date to

	[insert the country]
	[indicate the month and the year]

	[insert the country]
	[indicate the month and the year]

	[insert the country]
	[indicate the month and the year]


14. Professional experience

:
	Date from – Date to
	Location of the assignment
	Company& reference person (name & contact details)
	Position
	Description

	[indicate the month and the year]
	[indicate the country and the city]
	Name of the Company:

Address of the company:

Phone:

Fax:

Email: 

Name and title of the reference person from the company:
	[indicate the exact name and title and if it was a short term or a long term position]
	Name of the contract: 

Beneficiary of the contract:

Brief description of the contract: 

Responsibilities: 

	[indicate the month and the year]
	[indicate the country and the city]
	Name of the Company:

Address of the company:

Phone:

Fax:

Email: 

Name and title of the reference person from the company:
	[indicate the exact name and title and if it was a short term or a long term position]
	Name of the contract: 

Beneficiary of the contract:

Brief description of the contract: 

Responsibilities: 

	
	
	
	
	

	[indicate the month and the year]
	[indicate the country and the city]
	Name of the Company:

Address of the company:

Phone:

Fax:

Email: 

Name and title of the reference person from the company:
	[indicate the exact name and title and if it was a short term or a long term position]
	Name of the contract: 

Beneficiary of the contract:

Brief description of the contract: 

Responsibilities: 


15. Other relevant information: (e.g. Publications) 

[insert the details]
16. Statement: 

I, the undersigned, certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, this CV correctly describes myself, my qualifications, and my experience. I understand that any willful misstatement described herein may lead to my disqualification or dismissal, if engaged.

I hereby declare that at any point in time, at the SADC Secretariat request, I will provide certified copies of all documents to prove that I have the qualifications and the professional experience and indicated at points 8 and 14 above3
, documents which are attached to this CV as photocopies. 

By signing this statement, I also authorized the SADC Secretariat to contact my previous or current employers indicated at point 14 above, to obtain directly reference about my professional conduct and achievements. 

	
	Date:
	4 March 2020


ATTACHMENTS: 
1) Proof of qualifications indicated at point 8



2) Proof of working experience indicated at point 14
Form  TECH-6  Staffing Schedule
	N°
	Name of Staff

	Staff input (in the form of a bar chart)

	Total staff-days input


	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	n
	Home
	Field

	Total

	Key Experts 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	[Home]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[Field]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal
	
	
	

	Non key experts 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	[Home]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	[Field]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Subtotal
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
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                       Full time input

                       Part time input

FORM TECH-7 Work Schedule
	N°
	Activity

	Months


	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	n

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	n
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Section 4.  Financial Proposal Submission Forms

[Comments in brackets [  ] provide guidance to the Service Providers for the preparation of their Financial Proposals; they should not appear on the Financial Proposals to be submitted.]
35Form  FIN-1  Financial Proposal Submission Form


36Form  FIN-2  Summary of Costs




Form  FIN-1 Financial Proposal Submission Form 
[Location, Date]

To:
The SADC Secretariat
Ladies/Gentlemen:


We, the undersigned, offer to provide the consulting services for “DEVELOPMENT OF THE SADC INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER FRAMEWORK AND GUIDELINES Contract Reference: SADC/3/5/2/97” - in accordance with your Bidding Documents dated [insert the date] and our Proposal (Technical and Financial Proposals).  Our attached Financial Proposal is for the sum of US$ [insert the amount in words and figures]. This amount is exclusive of the taxes (including social security), duties, fees, levies, and other charges imposed under the applicable law in the Procuring Entity’s country or in the countries of assignment, on the our firm(s), subcontractors, and personnel (other than nationals or permanent residents of the Procuring Entity’s country). However, the Financial Proposal includes the reimbursable expenses indicated in the Data Sheet reference to the clause 3.8, amounting US$ [insert the amount(s) in words and figures], as well as the taxes indicated in the Data Sheet reference to clause 3.7, which we have estimated at [insert the amount(s) in words and figures]. 

Our Financial Proposal shall be binding upon us subject to the modifications resulting from correction and clarification made during the evaluation process, up to expiration of the validity period of the Proposal.


Commissions and gratuities, if any, paid or to be paid by us to agents relating to this Proposal and Contract execution, if we are awarded the Contract, are listed below:

	Name and Address 

of Agents
	Amount and 

Currency
	Purpose of Commission

or Gratuity

	___________________
	_________________
	__________________

	___________________
	_________________
	__________________

	___________________
	_________________
	__________________

	
	
	



We understand you are not bound to accept any Proposal you receive.


We remain,

Yours sincerely,

Name and Title of Signatory:

Name of Firm:

Address:

Phone:

Facsimile:

E-mail:
Form  FIN-2  Summary of Costs
	Cost component
	Costs

	
	(US$)

	Total Contract Price
	


Section 5.  Terms of Reference
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Partner country and Procuring Entity

The procuring entity is Southern Africa Development Community (SADC)

Contracting authority

The contracting authority for this consultancy is Southern Africa Development Community (SADC).

Country background

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) was established as a development coordinating conference (SADCC) in 1980 and transformed into a development community in 1992. It is an inter-governmental organisation whose goal is to promote sustainable and equitable economic growth and socio-economic development through efficient productive systems, deeper co-operation and integration, good governance and durable peace and security among fifteen Southern African Member States.
Current situation in the sector

The SADC Treaty provides the overall structure and mandate for working towards regional integration of the region, whereas the revised Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP) 2015-2020 and the 2015 SADC Industrialisation Strategy and Roadmap 2015-2063 provide the framework for the trade and industrialization aspects. 

The RISDP prioritises Industrial Development and Market Integration and places industrialisation at the centre of the regional integration agenda and seeks to front-load and accelerate industrialisation in the SADC region. The SADC Industrialisation Strategy and Roadmap 2015-2063 and the detailed and costed Action Plan for the Strategy seek to engender a major economic and technological transformation at the national and regional levels. It seeks to do so through the beneficiation and value addition of the region’s diverse resources, within the context of deeper regional integration. It further seeks to address the development challenges of the region by progressively moving from a factor-driven to an investment and efficiency-driven approach and ultimately to a high growth trajectory driven by knowledge, innovation and business sophistication. Furthermore, the Action Plan provides a breakdown of the key outputs and activities to be undertaken at both regional and national levels in line with the three overarching pillars of Industrialisation, Regional Integration and Competitiveness.
Industrialisation is the main instrument for structural transformation that will foster regional integration and hence make the SADC Member States competitive. Manufacturing value addition is key for catalysing regional value chains (RVCs) thereby graduating them into global value chains GVCs). In order to adequately participate in RVCs the SADC Action Plan has identified potential priority value chains in the following areas

· Agro-processing

· Minerals beneficiation

· Pharmaceuticals 

· Consumer goods 

· Capital goods; and

· Services  

In order to sustain industrialisation through value chains the Industrialisation Strategy Action Plan recognises the need to ring-fence the same by developing regional industrial clusters of the six value chains and SME sectors operating in the region. The regional industrial cluster framework will provide both real and conceptual structure intended to serve as a guide for the building of clusters with regional impact. This two-pronged approach is expected to yield the following outputs;

a. A well-developed industrial and/or technological clusters in the SADC 

b. A well-developed SME sector capable of supplying high quality intermediate inputs and components to enterprises in domestic, regional and global value chains

Porter (2000) describes clusters as geographic concentrations of interconnected companies, specialised suppliers, service providers, firms in related industries and associated institutions (such as universities, standards agencies, trade associations) in a particular field that compete but also cooperate. Clusters are thus (regional) concentrations of businesses including their service providers along a particular value chain. In other words, clusters are networks of alliances between a large number of different actors in a (regional) production system. Successful clusters mostly involve a complementary mix of three kinds of businesses:

i. Internationally active companies which are particularly strong in the market and are technological leaders, (large firms)

ii. Suppliers or supplementary businesses (often small or medium sized enterprises – SMEs),

iii. Particularly innovative and dynamic knowledge-based specialists (e.g. research facilities, advanced training institutions, ICT specialists among others).

The SADC region does not have formally established regional industrial clusters although opportunities for such exist. More often than not cluster development is done at national level with minimal spill over effects for regional benefit. This section presents a brief of cluster developments at national level for the SADC Member States. The presentation is threefold namely cluster developments, national industrial policies and SME policies for the member states. 

Most SADC Member States have developed clusters through specials economic zones (SEZ) such as export processing zones (EPZ) and industrial and/or technological parks. SEZ is an area in a country that is subject to unique economic regulations that differ from other areas in the same country. The SEZ regulations tend to be conducive to private investment, usually FDI. SEZs are created to facilitate rapid economic growth by leveraging tax incentives to attract foreign currency and technological advancement. In the same vein, SEZ development can be used as a tool to promote regional development through backward (inputs and finance for production) and forward (markets) linkages. Specific cases of SEZ are EPZs and industrial parks. These are areas within a city or country that have been zoned by Government for industrial activities for export promotion and industrial as well as technological development, respectively. 

On the other hand, many countries state their cluster development and promotion initiatives in the industrialisation policies. Clusters are viewed as one of the important vehicles to bring about industrialisation of a country. Clusters are pathways for triggering industrial transformation and are increasingly seen as a viable solution for economic growth and competitiveness in developed as well as developing countries. The concept therefore reviews the industrial policies to ascertain the extent in which industrial clustering is engendered at national level.

SME development and policies have a significant bearing on the performance of firms that are operating in clusters. This is due to the fact that SMEs are one of the sectors that either operate or provide backward or forward linkages with firms operating in clusters. All large corporations usually graduated from being an SME and the policies around SMEs are therefore relevant in determining the success and sustainability of industrial clusters.
Related programmes and other donor activities

It has been noted that all SADC Member States have strategies for promotion of industrialisation, clusters and SMEs in their development policies and programmes. As stated before, national industrial cluster development is an important platform and is a relevant prerequisite for development of regional policies to complement the national efforts. A review of cluster, industrialisation and SME policies of some of the SADC Member States identifies following in relation to regional cluster development.

1.5.1.
Clusters

1. Cluster programmes/policies have specific sectors that are being promoted, ranging from agro-processing to mineral beneficiation 

2. The objective of cluster development is to contribute towards national industrialisation with some linking them to regional integration

3. Specific objectives of cluster establishment and development include FDI attraction, technology and skills transfer, attain global competitiveness and value chains development.

4. Most clusters are delivered through special economic zones (SEZ) such as export processing zones (EPZ)

1.5.2
Industrialisation Policy

1. Manufacturing (agro-processing) and beneficiation are the identified sectors for national industrialisation

2. There is a recognition that growth and development can be achieved through industrialisation that is private sector driven

3. The role of Government in the industrialisation process is to provide public goods and create a conducive environment for the thriving of the private sector.

1.5.3
SME Policy

1. SMEs are recognised as a sector to be developed in order to contribute to employment and wealth creation

2. Governments are willing to provide supports services such as skills development and transfers for the growth of SMEs

3. SMEs are recognised as key sector for cluster development

In light of the above, the Secretariat has decided to develop a regional framework and guidelines for industrial clusters that will assist in the promotion, development and management of a regional industrial clusters. The SISR 2015-63 has identified regional cluster development as one of the tools for industrialisation and regional integration of the SADC Member States. The regional industrial cluster framework will provide both real and conceptual structure intended to serve as a guide for the building of clusters with regional impact. The framework on clusters will assist the region in developing local master plans, recommend regional priorities, goals and actions, and eventually identify areas of potential regional collaboration and cooperation

OBJECTIVE, PURPOSE & EXPECTED RESULTS

Overall objective

The main objective of the consultancy is to develop a SADC regional framework and guidelines for industrial clusters. Specifically, the framework and guidelines will assist SADC to

4. develop regional clusters that facilitate the interface with Regional and Global value chains; 

5. develop business linkage programmes for entrepreneurship development and outreach; and

6. facilitate access to information, preferential procurement, financing and assistance in accessing modern technology

Purpose

The purpose of this contract is to hire a consulting firm to develop regional cluster framework and guidelines for the SADC.

Results to be achieved by the contractor

The following are expected outcomes to be achieved by this consultancy in chronological order;

7. Regional clusters and their status, 

8. Regional cluster opportunities, 

9. Cluster development critical success factors (i.e. infrastructure needs, technological programmes etc.), 

10. Benchmarking outcomes with comparator regions and/or countries, prioritised cluster types (geography, industry, existing networks etc.), 

11. Proposed regional cluster models to be promoted. 

12. Specific Framework and Guidelines for Regional Cluster Development for all the proposed regional cluster types which the SADC Secretariat and SADC Members States will use to promote entrepreneurship and regional integration

ASSUMPTIONS & RISKS

Assumptions underlying the project

The following are some of the underlying assumptions that have been taken into consideration; 

1. Commitment from SADC Member States to deepen regional integration and encourage regional value chains though industrial cluster development
2. SADC Secretariat Directorates and Units are willing to cooperate among themselves

Risks

	Risks
	Risk level (H/M/L)
	Mitigating measures

	Lack of commitment from SADC Member States to deepen the regional integration processes and encourage regional value chains 
	M
	The SADC Member States have shown commitment by adopting the Industrialisation Strategy and Action Plan and by sending a clear message to the SADC Secretariat to prioritise industrialisation. Ownership will be ensured by adopting a fully consultative process during cost-benefit analysis of regional industrial clusters 

	SADC Member States maintain policies inadequate to support regional industrial clusters 
	M
	Results of this exercise will be proposed to Member States for adoption as best practices for development of regional industrial clusters.

	SADC Secretariat may not have sufficient capacity to effectively manage the consultancy
	M
	The new organogram approved by SADC includes several positions devoted to the industrialisation agenda. The Secretariat intends to outsource the services of a consulting firm to carry out this exercise.


SCOPE OF THE WORK

General

Description of the assignment

The Consultant shall provide or arrange for complete services which will include the following activities:

4.1. Review relevant existing documents, reports and literature on status of the industrial clusters in the SADC region;

4.2. Review national and regional planning and development policies, guidelines and other documented policy positions, as well as fiscal and economic mechanisms that have a bearing on regional cluster development
4.3. Create a catalogue of existing industrial clusters in the region classified by sector, cluster type (such as High end, medium and low end clusters)
4.4. Carry out a detailed analysis of the entire cluster system and processes in terms of capacity, linkages, performance and conditions of the existing cluster infrastructure in order to identify opportunities for regional cluster development

4.5. Conduct a cost benefit analysis of regional industrial clusters

4.6. Undertake benchmarking exercise of industrial clusters with comparator countries and regions
4.7. Propose the clusters and types to be promoted in the region

4.8. Assess existing national and regional incentives that could be used to promote proposed clusters in the SADC region
4.9. Propose appropriate financing mechanisms of the proposed industrial clusters in the SADC region; and

4.10. Propose regional framework and guidelines for development, promotion and management of industrial clusters in the region

Geographical Area to be Covered

The Consultancy will be carried out in all SADC Member States. In addition, comparator regions outside SADC will be identified in order to carry out benchmarking exercise.

Target groups

The Consultancy will target the following;

3. National Governments and regulators responsible for industry, SME and cluster development

4. The private sector

5. SME Clusters involved in regional value chains

6. Non State Actors Intermediary Organisations (IOs) that are actively involved in the areas of industrialisation, sustainable value chain development and regional integration. These include among others: Relevant national and regional associations such as Chambers of Commerce, Sectoral Business Associations, Trade and Investment Support Institutions, Quality and Standards institutions, Professional associations, Universities, Technology and Innovation Hubs/Parks, Research Centres and training institutions; Centres of Excellence, and 

7. Special economic zones

Specific work

4.2.1
Assignment Framework: 

Develop a framework for the assignment to be agreed upon with the Client prior to undertaking the specific tasks required by the assignment and which will form the basis for an Inception Report. 

4.2.2
Desk Review: 

a) Utilize SADC Industrialisation Strategy and Roadmap 2015-2063, SADC Industrialisation Strategy Action Plan, covering the period 2016 - 2030, and SADC Regional Infrastructure Development Masterplan as basis for this assignment and extract all relevant issues pertaining to industrial clusters; 

b) Use National Industrial Policies of SADC Member States, SEZ and EPZ policies as a guide in the policy orientation of national industrialization programmes and strategies; 

c) Consult literature from comparator countries/regions on industrial clusters; and,

d) Consult all relevant documents that provide insights on the legislation, regulations and/or strategy pertaining to industrial clusters among SADC Member States. 

4.2.3
Consultations 

Conduct individual and group consultations that will involve one-on-one interviews and group discussions with relevant SADC Government Ministries and Departments, and Private Sector Development Sector, Development Partners and the Private Sector that involved with industrialization in the SADC region

Consultations to comparator countries/regions that have successful industrial clusters will be conducted with the view to learn and benchmark best practices.

Project Management

Responsible body

The Consultant shall be responsible to the Executive Secretary of SADC through the Director, Industrial Development and Trade who shall be responsible for the day to day supervision of the project

Management structure

The consultancy falls in the Directorate of Industrial Development and Trade in the Value Chains Development Unit. The Senior Programme Officer responsible for Value Chains Development will oversee the work of the consultants on a daily basis for the duration of the project. Recommendation for approval of project outputs and milestones will be done by SPO Value Chains. 

Facilities to be Provided by the Contracting Authority

The Contracting Authority (SADC) shall assist the Consultant in providing available study reports and other documents that may be relevant to the assignment. Where necessary, the Contracting Authority will assist in making arrangements for the Consultant to meet relevant agencies, institutions and other key stakeholders in the SADC region. The Contracting Authority may attach counterpart staff to work with the consultant for the duration of the assignment.

The data, documentation and assets from the consultancy will remain in the custody of the Contracting Authority at the end of the assignment. SADC Secretariat shall assist the Consultant in providing available study reports and other documents that may be relevant to the assignment. Where necessary, the Client will assist in making arrangements for the Consultant to meet relevant agencies, institutions and other key stakeholders in the SADC region

LOGISTICS AND TIMING

Location

The Consulting firm can be located anywhere within the SADC region but will reporting to the SADC Secretariat in Gaborone, Botswana

Start date & period of implementation of tasks

The intended start date is 1 November 2019 and the period of implementation of the contract will be six (6) months from this date. Please see Articles 2.1, 2.3 and 2,4 of the special conditions for the actual start date and period of implementation.

REQUIREMENTS

Staff

Note that civil servants and other staff of the public administration of the partner country, or of international/regional organisations based in the country, shall only be approved to work as experts if well justified. The justification should be submitted with the tender and shall include information on the added value the expert will bring as well as proof that the expert is seconded or on personal leave. 

Key experts

This assignment is expected to be carried out a Consulting Firm that will have two Key Experts, a Team Leader and Senior Specialist, to undertake various tasks of the assignment. Each expert should hold the following qualifications:

Key Expert 1: Team Leader

Qualifications and Skills

A minimum of Master’s Degree in Industrial and/or International Economics, Business Administration or Development Studies with specialization on issues of regional integration, industrialization, value chains, cluster and SME development. A candidate with a PhD in any of the above areas will have an added advantage

General Professional Experience

The Team leader should have a minimum of 10 years professional experience in the field of business research surveys with a proven track record of conducting similar regional assignments in the developing countries or elsewhere, preferably relating to industrialization and regional integration

Specific professional experience

a) Have thorough knowledge of industrialisation and regional integration relating to trade, private sector-led growth, with particular emphasis on development of manufacturing industries; 

b) Have the knowledge and understanding of theories, concepts and approaches relevant to development 

c) Have the ability to conduct structured field surveys, with analytical and evaluative skills to analyse and interpret data, including familiarity with and experience of the use of various research sources, including desk review, interviews, and electronic research; 

d) Have the ability to apply judgment in the context of assignments given, plan own work, manage conflicting priorities and show pride in their work and achievements. S/he must demonstrate professional competency and mastery of the subject matter; must be conscientious and efficient in meeting commitments; should observe deadlines and achieve stipulated results.

Key expert 2: Senior Expert 

Qualifications and Skills

A minimum of Master’s Degree in Industrial Economics, Agricultural Economics, Business Administration with specialization on Manufacturing, Agro-processing, and Industrialization. A candidate with a PhD in any of the above areas will have an added advantage

General professional experience

The Senior Expert should have a minimum of 7 years professional experience in the field of business development with a proven track record of conducting similar assignments in the Southern Africa region, preferably relating to clusters, value chains and industrialization

Specific professional experience

a) Have the practical experience in industrial clustering and thorough knowledge of industrial policy/strategy relating to trade, private sector-led growth, with particular emphasis on development of value chains in manufacturing industries; 

b) Have the knowledge and understanding of theories, concepts and approaches relevant to development, with a focus on value chains; 

c) Have the ability to conduct structured field surveys, with analytical and evaluative skills to analyse and interpret data, including familiarity with and experience of the use of various research sources, including desk review, interviews, electronic research and so forth; and,

d) Have ability to apply judgment in the context of assignments given, plan own work, manage conflicting priorities and show pride in their work and in achievements. They must demonstrate professional competency and mastery of the subject matter; must be conscientious and efficient in meeting commitments; should observe deadlines and achieve stipulated results.

Office accommodation

The Consultant is expected to be fully self- sufficient in terms of accommodation, office space, office supplies, office equipment and transport.

Facilities to be provided by the Contractor

The contractor shall ensure that experts are adequately supported and equipped. In particular, it must ensure that there is sufficient administrative, secretarial and interpreting provision to enable experts to concentrate on their primary responsibilities. It must also transfer funds as necessary to support their work under the contract and to ensure that its employees are paid regularly and in a timely fashion.

Data, documentation and assets from the consultancy will remain in the custody of the Contracting Authority at the end of the assignment. The Consultant will make arrangements to ensure a participatory/consultative approach with a high degree of public involvement and participation. This includes arrangements of the envisaged stakeholder workshops. If necessary, the Consultant shall be responsible for coming up with a training and knowledge transfer plan to counterpart staff to be approved by the Contracting Authority.
Equipment

No equipment is to be purchased on behalf of the contracting authority / partner country as part of this service contract or transferred to the contracting authority / partner country at the end of this contract. Any equipment related to this contract which is to be acquired by the partner country must be purchased by means of a separate supply tender procedure.

REPORTS

Reporting requirements

The contractor will submit the following reports in English in one original and three copies:

	NAME OF REPORT
	CONTENT
	TIME OF SUBMISSION

	Inception Report
	Experts’ methodology, approach and schedule of activities. In the report the contractor shall describe e.g. initial findings, progress in collecting data, any difficulties encountered or expected in addition to the work programme and staff travel. The contractor should proceed with his/her work unless the contracting authority sends comments on the inception report.
	Within two weeks after the start of implementation

	Draft Final Report
	Short description of achievements including problems encountered and recommendations. The Draft report will be presented to a wider stakeholder group during a validation workshop, to be organized within regional industrial clusters stakeholders
	No later than 5 months after the start of the implementation period. 

	Final Report
	A Final Report, including validation workshop report briefly summarising proceedings of the workshop, including the list of participants, the agenda of the meeting and so forth. The Final Report will include the following: 

I. A comprehensive SADC Industrial Cluster Report outlining regional clusters and their status, regional cluster opportunities, critical success factors (i.e. infrastructure needs, technological programmes etc.), benchmarking outcomes with comparator regions and/or countries, prioritised cluster types (geography, industry, existing networks etc.), and models to be promoted and incorporating outputs of the tasks outlined above; and,

II. Specific Framework and Guidelines for Regional Cluster Development for all the proposed regional cluster types which the SADC Secretariat and SADC Members States will use to promote entrepreneurship and regional integration.

The deadline for sending the final report is 14 days after receipt of comments on the draft final report
	Within 6 months after the start of the implementation period


Submission and Approval of Reports

The reports referred to above must be submitted to the Director Industrial Development and Trade (IDT) of SADC Secretariat. The Director IDT is responsible for approving the reports. The Contracting Authority shall endeavour to approve and/or provide comments to reports submitted by the Contractor within ten working days. In the absence of comments or approval by the Contracting Authority within the set deadline, the reports are deemed to be approved.

MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Definition of indicators

The following are the key indicators for the successful completion of this assignment:

· Inception meeting between SADC Secretariat and the Consultancy team.

· Submission of Draft Inception Report

· Submission of Final Inception Report.

· Submission of Draft Final Report 

· Validation of the Draft Final Report.

· Submission of Final Revised SADC Industrial Cluster Report and Framework and Guidelines for Regional Cluster Development 
· Submission of Final Consultancy Report. 
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I.  Form of Contract

(Text in brackets [ ] is optional; all notes should be deleted in final text)

This CONTRACT (hereinafter called the “Contract”) is made the [day] day of the month of [month], [year], between, on the one hand, [name of Contracting Authority] (hereinafter called the “Contracting Authority”) and, on the other hand, [name of Contractor] (hereinafter called the “Contractor”).

[Note: If the Contractor consist of more than one entity, the above should be partially amended to read as follows: “…(hereinafter called the “Contracting Authority”) and, on the other hand, a joint venture/consortium/association consisting of the following entities, each of which will be jointly and severally liable to the Contracting Authority for all the Contractor’s obligations under this Contract, namely, [name of Contractor] and [name of Contractor] (hereinafter called the “Contractor”).]

WHEREAS

(a)
the Contracting Authority has requested the Contractor to provide certain services as defined in this Contract (hereinafter called the “Services”);

(b)
the Contractor, having represented to the Contracting Authority that he has the required professional skills, and personnel and technical resources, has agreed to provide the Services on the terms and conditions set forth in this Contract;

NOW THEREFORE the parties hereto hereby agree as follows:

1.
The following documents attached hereto shall be deemed to form an integral part of this Contract:

(a)
The General Conditions of Contract;

(b)
The Special Conditions of Contract;

(c)
The following Appendices:  

Appendix A:
Terms of Reference
Appendix B:
Technical Proposal
Appendix C:
Financial Proposal 

Appendix D:
Form of Advance Payments Guarantee
2.
The mutual rights and obligations of the Contracting Authority and the Contractor shall be as set forth in the Contract, in particular:

(a)
the Contractors shall carry out the Services in accordance with the provisions of the Contract; and

(b)
the Contracting Authority shall make payments to the Contractor accordance with the provisions of the Contract.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Contract to be signed in their respective names as of the day and year first above written.

For and on behalf of [name of Contracting Authority]
[Authorized Representative]
For and on behalf of [name of Contractor]
[Authorized Representative]
[Note:  If the Contractor consists of more than one entity, all these entities should appear as signatories, e.g., in the following manner:]

For and on behalf of each of the Members of the Contractor

[name of member]
[Authorized Representative]
[name of member]
[Authorized Representative]
II.  General Conditions of Contract

1.  General Provisions

	1.1
Definitions
	Unless the context otherwise requires, the following terms whenever used in this Contract have the following meanings:

(a)
“Applicable Law” means the laws and any other instruments having the force of law in the Contracting Authority’s country, or in such other country as may be specified in the Special Conditions of Contract (SC), as they may be issued and in force from time to time.

(b)
“Contracting Authority ” means legal entity named in the SC who procures the Services described in Appendix A hereto from the Contractor. 

(c)
“Contractor” means any private or public entity named in the SC that will provide the Services to the Contracting Authority under the Contract.

(d)
“Contract” means the Contract signed by the Parties and all the attached documents listed in its Clause 1, that is these General Conditions (GC), the Special Conditions (SC), and the Appendices.

(e)
“Day” means calendar day.

(f)
“Effective Date” means the date on which this Contract comes into force and effect pursuant to Clause GC 2.1.

(h)
“GC” means these General Conditions of Contract.

(k)
“Member” means any of the entities that make up the joint venture/consortium/association; and “Members” means all these entities.

(l)
“Party” means the Contracting Authority or the Contractor, as the case may be, and “Parties” means both of them.

(m)
“Personnel” means professionals and support staff provided by the Contractors or by any Sub-Contractors and assigned to perform the Services or any part thereof; “Foreign Personnel” means such professionals and support staff who at the time of being so provided had their domicile outside the Contracting Authority’s country; “Local Personnel” means such professionals and support staff who at the time of being so provided had their domicile inside the Contracting Authority’s country; and “Key Personnel” means the Personnel referred to in Clause GC 4.2(a).

(n)
“Reimbursable expenses” means all assignment-related costs other than Contractor’s remuneration.

(o)
“SC” means the Special Conditions of Contract by which the GC may be amended or supplemented.

(p)
“Services” means the work to be performed by the Contractor pursuant to this Contract, as described in Appendix A hereto.

(q)
“Sub-Contractors” means any person or entity to whom/which the Contractor subcontracts any part of the Services.

(r)
“Third Party” means any person or entity other than the Contracting Authority, the Contracting Authority, the Contractor or a Sub-Contractor.

(s)
“In writing” means communicated in written form with proof of receipt.

	1.2
Relationship 
Between the Parties


	Nothing contained herein shall be construed as establishing a relationship of master and servant or of principal and agent as between the Contracting Authority and the Contractor.  The Contractor, subject to this Contract, has complete charge of Personnel and Sub-Contractors, if any, performing the Services and shall be fully responsible for the Services performed by them or on their behalf hereunder.

	1.3
Law Governing Contract
	This Contract, its meaning and interpretation, and the relation between the Parties shall be governed by the Applicable Law.

	1.4
Language
	This Contract has been executed in the English language which shall be the binding and controlling language for all matters relating to the meaning or interpretation of this Contract.

	1.5
Headings
	The headings shall not limit, alter or affect the meaning of this Contract.

	1.6
Notices
	1.6.1
Any notice, request or consent required or permitted to be given or made pursuant to this Contract shall be in writing.   Any such notice, request or consent shall be deemed to have been given or made when delivered in person to an authorized representative of the Party to whom the communication is addressed, or when sent to such Party at the address specified in the SC.

1.6.2
A Party may change its address for notice hereunder by giving the other Party notice in writing of such change to the address specified in the SC.

	1.7
Location
	The Services shall be performed at such locations as are specified in Appendix A hereto and, where the location of a particular task is not so specified, at such locations, whether in the Contracting Authority’s country or elsewhere, as the Contracting Authority may approve.

	1.8
Authority of Member in Charge
	In case the Contractor consists of a joint venture/consortium/ association of more than one entity, the Members hereby authorize the entity specified in the SC to act on their behalf in exercising all the Contractor’s rights and obligations towards the Contracting Authority under this Contract, including without limitation the receiving of instructions and payments from the Contracting Authority.

	1.9
Authorized Representatives
	1.9.1. Any action required or permitted to be taken, and any document required or permitted to be executed under this Contract by the Contracting Authority or the Contractor may be taken or executed by the officials specified in the SC.
1.9.2. The Contracting Authority’s authorized representative shall be called Task Manager. The Task Manager may exercise the authority attributable to him/her in the as specified in the SC. 
1.9.3. The Task Manager shall have no authority to amend the Contract. 

1.9.4. The Contractor authorized representative shall be called Project Director and his/her may exercise the authority attributable to him/her in the as specified in the SC. 
1.9.5. The either Party shall promptly inform the other of any change of their authorized representative of any change to the authority attributed to their authorized representative.



	1.10
Taxes and Duties
	The Contractor, Sub-Contractors and Personnel shall pay such indirect taxes, duties, fees and other impositions levied under the Applicable Law as specified in the SC.

	1.11
Fraud and Corruption
	If the Contracting Authority determines that the Contractor and/or their Sub-Contractors has engaged in corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive, or obstructive practices, in competing for or in executing the Contract, then the Contracting Authority may, after giving 14 days notice to the Contractor, terminate the Contractor's employment under the Contract, and the provisions of Clause 2 shall apply as if such expulsion had been made under Sub-Clause 2.9.1(d).

Should any personnel of the Contractor be determined to have engaged in corrupt, fraudulent, collusive, coercive, or obstructive practice during the execution of the Contract, then that personnel shall be removed in accordance with Sub-Clause 4.5.

	1.11.1
Definitions
	For the purposes of this Sub-Clause, the terms set-forth below are defined as follows: 

(i) 
“corrupt practice”
 is the offering, giving, receiving or soliciting, directly or indirectly, of anything of value to influence improperly the actions of another party;

(ii) 
“fraudulent practice”
 is any act or omission, including a misrepresentation, that knowingly or recklessly misleads, or attempts to mislead, a party to obtain a financial or other benefit or to avoid an obligation;

(iii) 
“collusive practice”
 is an arrangement between two or more parties designed to achieve an improper purpose, including to influence improperly the actions of another party;

(iv) 
“coercive practice”
 is impairing or harming, or threatening to impair or harm, directly or indirectly, any party or the property of the party to influence improperly the actions of a party;

(v)
“obstructive practice” is

(aa)
deliberately destroying, falsifying, altering or concealing of evidence material to the investigation or making false statements to investigators in order to materially impede a SADC Secretariat investigation into allegations of a corrupt, fraudulent, coercive or collusive practice; and/or threatening, harassing or intimidating any party to prevent it from disclosing its knowledge of matters relevant to the investigation or from pursuing the investigation; or
(bb)
acts intended to materially impede the exercise of the SADC Secretariat’s inspection and audit rights provided for under Clause 3.6.

	1.11.2
Commis​sions and Fees
	The Contracting Authority will require the successful Contractors to disclose any commissions or fees that may have been paid or are to be paid to agents, representatives, or commission agents with respect to the selection process or execution of the contract.  The information disclosed must include at least the name and address of the agent, representative, or commission agent, the amount and currency, and the purpose of the commission or fee.


2.  Commencement, Completion, Modification and Termination of Contract

	2.1
Effectiveness of Contract
	This Contract shall come into force and effect on the date (the “Effective Date”) of the Contracting Authority’s notice to the Contractor instructing the Contractor to begin carrying out the Services.  This notice shall confirm that the effectiveness conditions, if any, listed in the SC have been met.

	2.2
Termination of Contract for Failure to Become Effective
	If this Contract has not become effective within such time period after the date of the Contract signed by the Parties as specified in the SC, either Party may, by not less than twenty one (21) days written notice to the other Party, declare this Contract to be null and void, and in the event of such a declaration by either Party, neither Party shall have any claim against the other Party with respect hereto.

	2.3
Commencement of Services
	The Contractor shall begin carrying out the Services not later than the number of days after the Effective Date specified in the SC.

	2.4
Expiration of Contract
	Unless terminated earlier pursuant to Clause GC 2.9 hereof, this Contract shall expire at the end of such time period after the Effective Date as specified in the SC.

	2.5
Entire Agreement
	This Contract contains all covenants, stipulations and provisions agreed by the Parties.  No agent or representative of either Party has authority to make, and the Parties shall not be bound by or be liable for, any statement, representation, promise or agreement not set forth herein.

	2.6
Modifications , or Variations
	2.6.1. Any modification or variation of the terms and conditions of this Contract, including any modification or variation of the scope of the Services, may only be made by written agreement between the Parties.  Pursuant to Clause GC 7.2 here of, however, each Party shall give due consideration to any proposals for modification or variation made by the other Party.

2.6.2. Substantial modifications to the contract, including modifications of the General or Special Conditions of the contract, changes in the scope or the duration of the contract, to the total contract amount and replacement of Key Experts, must be made by means of an addendum .If the request for an amendment comes from the Contractor, the latter must submit such a request to the Contracting Authority at least 30 days before the amendment is intended to enter into force, except in cases which are duly substantiated by the Contractor and accepted by the Contracting Authority.

2.6.3. However, where the amendment does not affect the basic purpose of the contract and, for a time based contract, the financial impact is limited to a transfer within the remuneration or between the remuneration and the provision for reimbursable expenses involving a variation of less than 15% of the original amount (or as modified by addendum) for the categories of expense where the money was taken from, the Task Manager shall have the power to order any variation to any part of the services necessary for the proper implementation of the tasks, without changing the object or scope of the contract. Such variations may include additions, omissions, substitutions, changes in quality, quantity, specified sequence, method or timing of performance of the services, changes in contact details and reporting requirements.

2.6.4. Prior to any administrative order for variation, the Task Manager shall notify the Contractor of the nature and form of such variation. As soon as possible, after receiving such notice, the Contractor shall submit to the Task Manager a written proposal containing:

(a) a description of the service to be performed or the measures to be taken and a programme for implementation of the tasks; and

(b) any necessary modifications to the programme of implementation of the tasks or to any of the Contractor's obligations under the contract; and

(c) For a time based contract, any adjustment to the contract value in accordance with the following principles:

(1) where the task is of similar character and executed under similar conditions to an item priced in the budget breakdown the equivalent numbers of working days shall be valued at the fee rates contained therein;

(2) where the task is not of a similar character or is not executed under similar conditions, the fee rates in the contract shall be applied to the estimated numbers of working days so far as is reasonable, failing which, a fair estimation shall be made by the Task Manager;

(3) where a variation is necessitated by a default or breach of contract by the Contractor, any additional cost attributable to such variation shall be borne by the Contractor.

2.6.5. Following the receipt of the Contractor's proposal, the Task Manager shall decide as soon as possible whether or not the variation shall be carried out. If the Task Manager decides that the variation shall be carried out he/she shall issue the administrative order stating that the variation shall be carried out under the conditions given in the Contractor's proposal or as modified by the Task Manager in accordance with pursuant to Clause GC 2.6.4.

2.6.6. On receipt of the administrative order requesting the variation, the Contractor shall proceed to carry out the variation and be bound by these General Conditions in so doing as if such variation were stated in the contract.

2.6.7. No amendment shall be made retroactively except in cases which are duly substantiated by the Contractor and accepted by the Contracting Authority. 

2.6.8. Any change to the contract which has not been made in the form of an administrative order or an addendum or in accordance with this Clause shall be considered null and void.

	2.7
Force Majeure


	

	2.7.1
Definition
	(a)
For the purposes of this Contract, “Force Majeure” means an event which is beyond the reasonable control of a Party, is not foreseeable, is unavoidable, and which makes a Party’s performance of its obligations hereunder impossible or so impractical as reasonably to be considered impossible in the circumstances, and includes, but is not limited to, war, riots, civil disorder, earthquake, fire, explosion, storm, flood or other adverse weather conditions, strikes, lockouts or other industrial action (except where such strikes, lockouts or other industrial action are within the power of the Party invoking Force Majeure to prevent), confiscation or any other action by Contracting Authority agencies.

(b)
Force Majeure shall not include (i) any event which is caused by the negligence or intentional action of a Party or such Party’s Sub-Contractors or agents or employees, nor (ii) any event which a diligent Party could reasonably have been expected both to take into account at the time of the conclusion of this Contract, and avoid or overcome in the carrying out of its obligations hereunder.

(c)
Force Majeure shall not include insufficiency of funds or failure to make any payment required hereunder.

	2.7.2
No Breach of Contract
	The failure of a Party to fulfill any of its obligations hereunder shall not be considered to be a breach of, or default under, this Contract insofar as such inability arises from an event of Force Majeure, provided that the Party affected by such an event has taken all reasonable precautions, due care and reasonable alternative measures, all with the objective of carrying out the terms and conditions of this Contract.

	2.7.3
Measures to be Taken
	(a)
A Party affected by an event of Force Majeure shall continue to perform its obligations under the Contract as far as is reasonably practical, and shall take all reasonable measures to minimize the consequences of any event of Force Majeure.

(b)
A Party affected by an event of Force Majeure shall notify the other Party of such event as soon as possible, and in any case not later than fourteen (14) days following the occurrence of such event, providing evidence of the nature and cause of such event, and shall similarly give written notice of the restoration of normal conditions as soon as possible.

(c)
Any period within which a Party shall, pursuant to this Contract, complete any action or task, shall be extended for a period equal to the time during which such Party was unable to perform such action as a result of Force Majeure.

(d)
During the period of their inability to perform the Services as a result of an event of Force Majeure, the Contractor, upon instructions by the Contracting Authority, shall either:

(i) demobilize, in which case the Contractor shall be reimbursed for additional costs they reasonably and necessarily incurred, and, if required by the Contracting Authority, in reactivating the Services; or

(ii) continue with the Services to the extent possible, in which case the Contractor shall continue to be paid under the terms of this Contract and  be reimbursed for additional costs reasonably and necessarily incurred.

(e)
In the case of disagreement between the Parties as to the existence or extent of Force Majeure, the matter shall be settled according to Clause GC 8.

	2.8
Suspension
	The Contracting Authority may, by written notice of suspension to the Contractor, suspend all payments to the Contractor hereunder if the Contractor fails to perform any of its obligations under this Contract, including the carrying out of the Services, provided that such notice of suspension (i) shall specify the nature of the failure, and (ii) shall request the Contractor to remedy such failure within a period not exceeding thirty (30) days after receipt by the Contractor of such notice of suspension.

	2.9
Termination
	

	2.9.1
By the 

Contracting Authority
	The Contracting Authority may terminate this Contract in case of the occurrence of any of the events specified in paragraphs (a) through (g) of this Clause GC 2.9.1.  In such an occurrence the Contracting Authority shall give a not less than thirty (30) days’ written notice of termination to the Contractors, and sixty (60) days’ in case of the event referred to in (g).

(a)
If the Contractor fails to remedy a failure in the performance of its obligations hereunder, as specified in a notice of suspension pursuant to Clause GC 2.8 hereinabove, within thirty (30) days of receipt of such notice of suspension or within such further period as the Contracting Authority may have subsequently approved in writing.

(b)
If the Contractor becomes (or, if the Contractor consists of more than one entity, if any of its Members becomes) insolvent or bankrupt or enter into any agreements with their creditors for relief of debt or take advantage of any law for the benefit of debtors or go into liquidation or receivership whether compulsory or voluntary.

(c)
If the Contractor fails to comply with any final decision reached as a result of arbitration proceedings pursuant to Clause GC 8 hereof.

(d)
If the Contractor, in the judgment of the Contracting Authority, has engaged in corrupt or fraudulent practices in competing for or in executing this Contract.

(e)
If the Contractor submits to the Contracting Authority a false statement which has a material effect on the rights, obligations or interests of the Contracting Authority.

(f)
If, as the result of Force Majeure, the Contractor is unable to perform a material portion of the Services for a period of not less than sixty (60) days.

(g)
If the Contracting Authority, in its sole discretion and for any reason whatsoever, decides to terminate this Contract.

	2.9.2
By the Contractor
	The Contractor may terminate this Contract, by not less than thirty (30) days’ written notice to the Contracting Authority, in case of the occurrence of any of the events specified in paragraphs (a) through (d) of this Clause GC 2.9.2.

(a)
If the Contracting Authority fails to pay any money due to the Contractor pursuant to this Contract and not subject to dispute pursuant to Clause GC 8 hereof within forty-five (45) days after receiving written notice from the Contractor that such payment is overdue.

(b)
If, as the result of Force Majeure, the Contractor is unable to perform a material portion of the Services for a period of not less than sixty (60) days.

(c)
If the Contracting Authority fails to comply with any final decision reached as a result of arbitration pursuant to Clause GC 8 hereof.

(d)
If the Contracting Authority is in material breach of its obligations pursuant to this Contract and has not remedied the same within forty-five (45) days (or such longer period as the Contractor may have subsequently approved in writing) following the receipt by the Contracting Authority of the Contractor’s notice specifying such breach.

	2.9.3
Cessation of Rights and Obligations
	Upon termination of this Contract pursuant to Clauses GC 2.2 or GC 2.9 hereof, or upon expiration of this Contract pursuant to Clause GC 2.4 hereof, all rights and obligations of the Parties hereunder shall cease, except (i) such rights and obligations as may have accrued on the date of termination or expiration, (ii) the obligation of confidentiality set forth in Clause GC 3.3 hereof, (iii) the Contractor’s obligation to permit inspection, copying and auditing of their accounts and records set forth in Clause GC 3.6 hereof, and (iv) any right which a Party may have under the Applicable Law.

	2.9.4
Cessation of Services
	Upon termination of this Contract by notice of either Party to the other pursuant to Clauses GC 2.9.1 or GC 2.9.2 hereof, the Contractor shall, immediately upon dispatch or receipt of such notice, take all necessary steps to bring the Services to a close in a prompt and orderly manner and shall make every reasonable effort to keep expenditures for this purpose to a minimum.  With respect to documents prepared by the Contractor and equipment and materials furnished by the Contracting Authority, the Contractor shall proceed as provided, respectively, by Clauses GC 3.9 or GC 3.10 hereof.

	2.9.5
Payment upon Termination
	Upon termination of this Contract pursuant to Clauses GC 2.9.1 or GC 2.9.2 hereof, the Contracting Authority shall make the following payments to the Contractor:

(a)
remuneration pursuant to Clause GC 6 hereof for Services satisfactorily performed prior to the effective date of termination, and reimbursable expenditures pursuant to Clause GC 6 hereof for expenditures actually incurred prior to the effective date of termination; and

(b)
except in the case of termination pursuant to paragraphs (a) through (e) of Clause GC 2.9.1 hereof, reimbursement of any reasonable cost incidental to the prompt and orderly termination of this Contract including the cost of the return travel of the Personnel and their eligible dependents.

	2.9.6
Disputes about Events of Termination
	If either Party disputes whether an event specified in paragraphs (a) through (f) of Clause GC 2.9.1 or in Clause GC 2.9.2 hereof has occurred, such Party may, within forty-five (45) days after receipt of notice of termination from the other Party, refer the matter to Clause GC 8 hereof, and this Contract shall not be terminated on account of such event except in accordance with the terms of any resulting arbitral award.


3.  Obligations of the Contractor

	3.1
General
	

	3.1.1
Standard of Performance
	The Contractor shall perform the Services and carry out their obligations hereunder with all due diligence, efficiency and economy, in accordance with generally accepted professional standards and practices, and shall observe sound management practices, and employ appropriate technology and safe and effective equipment, machinery, materials and methods.  The Contractor shall always act, in respect of any matter relating to this Contract or to the Services, as faithful adviser to the Contracting Authority, and shall at all times support and safeguard the Contracting Authority’s legitimate interests in any dealings with Sub-Contractors or Third Parties.

	3.1.2
Law Governing Services

	The Contractor shall perform the Services in accordance with the Applicable Law and shall take all practicable steps to ensure that any Sub-Contractors, as well as the Personnel of the Contractor and any Sub-Contractors, comply with the Applicable Law.  The Contracting Authority shall notify the Contractor in writing of relevant local customs, and the Contractor shall, after such notification, respect such customs.

	3.2
Conflict of Interests
	The Contractor shall hold the Contracting Authority’s interests paramount, without any consideration for future work, and strictly avoid conflict with other assignments or their own corporate interests.

	3.2.1
Contractor Not to Benefit from Commis-sions, Discounts, etc.
	(a)
The payment of the Contractor pursuant to Clause GC 6 hereof shall constitute the Contractor’s only payment in connection with this Contract and, subject to Clause GC 3.2.2 hereof, the Contractor shall not accept for its own benefit any trade commission, discount or similar payment in connection with activities pursuant to this Contract or in the discharge of its obligations hereunder, and the Contractor shall use its best efforts to ensure that any Sub-Contractors, as well as the Personnel and agents of either of them, similarly shall not receive any such additional payment.

(b)
Furthermore, if the Contractor, as part of the Services, has the responsibility of advising the Contracting Authority on the procurement of goods, works or services, the Contractor shall comply with the Bank’s applicable procurement guidelines, and shall at all times exercise such responsibility in the best interest of the Contracting Authority.  Any discounts or commissions obtained by the Contractor in the exercise of such procurement responsibility shall be for the account of the Contracting Authority.

	3.2.2
Contractor and Affiliates Not to Engage in Certain Activities
	The Contractor agrees that, during the term of this Contract and after its termination, the Contractor and any entity affiliated with the Contractor, as well as any Sub-Contractors and any entity affiliated with such Sub-Contractors, shall be disqualified from providing goods, works or services (other than consulting services) resulting from or directly related to the Contractor’s Services for the preparation or implementation of the project.

	3.2.3
Prohibition of Conflicting Activities
	The Contractor shall not engage, and shall cause their Personnel as well as their Sub-Contractors and their Personnel not to engage, either directly or indirectly, in any business or professional activities that would conflict with the activities assigned to them under this Contract.

	3.3
Confidentiality
	Except with the prior written consent of the Contracting Authority, the Contractor and the Personnel shall not at any time communicate to any person or entity any confidential information acquired in the course of the Services, nor shall the Contractor and the Personnel make public the recommendations formulated in the course of, or as a result of, the Services.

	3.4
Liability of the Contractor
	Subject to additional provisions, if any, set forth in the SC, the Contractors’ liability under this Contract shall be provided by the Applicable Law.

	3.5
Insurance to be Taken out by the Contractor
	The Contractor (i) shall take out and maintain, and shall cause any Sub-Contractors to take out and maintain, at their (or the Sub-Contractors’, as the case may be) own cost but on terms and conditions approved by the Contracting Authority, insurance against the risks, and for the coverages specified in the SC, and (ii) at the Contracting Authority’s request, shall provide evidence to the Contracting Authority showing that such insurance has been taken out and maintained and that the current premiums therefore have been paid.

	3.6
Accounting, Inspection and Auditing
	The Contractor shall permit the SADC Secretariat and/or persons appointed by the SADC Secretariat to inspect its accounts and records as well as those of its Sub-Contractors relating to the performance of the Contract, and to have such accounts and records audited by auditors appointed by the SADC Secretariat if required by the SADC Secretariat. The Contractor’s attention is drawn to Clause 1.11.1 which provides, inter alia, that acts intended to materially impede the exercise of the SADC Secretariat’s inspection and audit rights provided for under Clause 3.6 constitute a prohibited practice subject to contract termination (as well as to a determination of ineligibility under the Contractor Guidelines).

	3.7
Contractor’s Actions Requiring Contracting Authority’s Prior Approval
	The Contractor shall obtain the Contracting Authority’s prior approval in writing before taking any of the following actions:

(a)
Any change or addition to the Personnel listed in Appendix B.

(b)
Subcontracts: the Contractor may subcontract work relating to the Services to an extent and with such experts and entities as may be approved in advance by the Contracting Authority.  Notwithstanding such approval, the Contractor shall retain full responsibility for the Services.  In the event that any Sub-Contractors are found by the Contracting Authority to be incompetent or incapable in discharging assigned duties, the Contracting Authority may request the Contractor to provide a replacement, with qualifications and experience acceptable to the Contracting Authority, or to resume the performance of the Services itself.
(c)
Any other action that may be specified in the SC.



	3.8
Reporting Obligations
	The Contractor shall submit to the Contracting Authority the reports and documents specified in Appendix A hereto, in the form, in the numbers and within the time periods set forth in the said Appendix.  Final reports shall be delivered in CD ROM in addition to the hard copies specified in said Appendix.

	3.9
Documents Prepared by the Contractor to be the Property of the Contracting Authority
	All plans, drawings, specifications, designs, reports, other documents and software prepared by the Contractor for the Contracting Authority under this Contract shall become and remain the property of the Contracting Authority, and the Contractor shall, not later than upon termination or expiration of this Contract, deliver all such documents to the Contracting Authority, together with a detailed inventory thereof.  The Contractor may retain a copy of such documents and software, and use such software for their own use with prior written approval of the Contracting Authority.  If license agreements are necessary or appropriate between the Contractor and third parties for purposes of development of any such computer programs, the Contractor shall obtain the Contracting Authority’s prior written approval to such agreements, and the Contracting Authority shall be entitled at its discretion to require recovering the expenses related to the development of the program(s) concerned.  Other restrictions about the future use of these documents and software, if any, shall be specified in the SC.

	3.10
Equipment, Vehicles and Materials Furnished by the Contracting Authority
	Equipment, vehicles and materials made available to the Contractor by the Contracting Authority, or purchased by the Contractor wholly or partly with funds provided by the Contracting Authority, shall be the property of the Contracting Authority and shall be marked accordingly.  Upon termination or expiration of this Contract, the Contractor shall make available to the Contracting Authority an inventory of such equipment, vehicles and materials and shall dispose of such equipment and materials in accordance with the Contracting Authority’s instructions.  While in possession of such equipment, vehicles and materials, the Contractor, unless otherwise instructed by the Contracting Authority in writing, shall insure them at the expense of the Contracting Authority in an amount equal to their full replacement value.

	3.11
Equipment and Materials Provided by the Contractors


	Equipment or materials brought into the Contracting Authority’s country by the Contractor and the Personnel and used either for the Project or personal use shall remain the property of the Contractor or the Personnel concerned, as applicable.


4.  Contractors’ Personnel and Sub-Contractors

	4.1
General
	The Contractor shall employ and provide such qualified and experienced Personnel and Sub-Contractors as are required to carry out the Services.

	4.2
Description of Personnel
	(a)
The title, agreed job description, minimum qualification and estimated period of engagement in the carrying out of the Services of each of the Contractor’s Key Personnel are described in Appendix B.  If any of the Key Personnel has already been approved by the Contracting Authority, his/her name is listed as well.

(b)
If required to comply with the provisions of Clause GC 3.1.1 hereof, adjustments with respect to the estimated periods of engagement of Key Personnel set forth in Appendix B may be made by the Contractor by written notice to the Contracting Authority, provided (i) that such adjustments shall not alter the originally estimated period of engagement of any individual by more than 10% or one week, whichever is larger, and (ii) that the aggregate of such adjustments shall not cause payments under this Contract to exceed the ceilings set forth in Clause GC 6.1(b) of this Contract.  Any other such adjustments shall only be made with the Contracting Authority’s written approval.

(c)
If additional work is required beyond the scope of the Services specified in Appendix A, the estimated periods of engagement of Key Personnel set forth in Appendix B may be increased by agreement in writing between the Contracting Authority and the Contractor.  In case where payments under this Contract exceed the ceilings set forth in Clause GC 6.1(b) of this Contract, this will be explicitly mentioned in the agreement.

	4.3
Approval of Personnel
	The Key Personnel and Sub-Contractors listed by title as well as by name in Appendix B are hereby approved by the Contracting Authority.  In respect of other Personnel which the Contractor proposes to use in the carrying out of the Services, the Contractor shall submit to the Contracting Authority for review and approval a copy of their Curricula Vitae (CVs).  If the Contracting Authority does not object in writing (stating the reasons for the objection) within twenty-one (21) days from the date of receipt of such CVs, such Personnel shall be deemed to have been approved by the Contracting Authority.

	4.4
Working Hours, Overtime, Leave, etc.
	(a)
Working hours and holidays for Key Personnel are set forth in Appendix B hereto. To account for travel time, Foreign Personnel carrying out Services inside the Contracting Authority’s country shall be deemed to have commenced, or finished work in respect of the Services such number of days before their arrival in, or after their departure from the Contracting Authority’s country as is specified in Appendix B hereto.

(b)
The Key Personnel shall not be entitled to be paid for overtime nor to take paid sick leave or vacation leave except as specified in Appendix B hereto, and except as specified in such Appendix, the Contractor’s remuneration shall be deemed to cover these items.  All leave to be allowed to the Personnel is included in the staff-months of service set forth in Appendix B.  Any taking of leave by Personnel shall be subject to the prior approval by the Contractor who shall ensure that absence for leave purposes will not delay the progress and adequate supervision of the Services.

	4.5
Removal and/or Replacement of Personnel
	(a)
Except as the Contracting Authority may otherwise agree, no changes shall be made in the Personnel.  If, for any reason beyond the reasonable control of the Contractor, such as retirement,   death, medical incapacity, among others, it becomes necessary to replace any of the Personnel, the Contractor shall forthwith provide as a replacement a person of equivalent or better qualifications.

(b)
If the Contracting Authority (i) finds that any of the Personnel has committed serious misconduct or has been charged with having committed a criminal action, or (ii) has reasonable cause to be dissatisfied with the performance of any of the Personnel, then the Contractor shall, at the Contracting Authority’s written request specifying the grounds therefore, forthwith provide as a replacement a person with qualifications and experience acceptable to the Contracting Authority.

(c)
Any of the Personnel provided as a replacement under Clauses (a) and (b) above, as well as any reimbursable expenditures (including expenditures due to the number of eligible dependents) the Contractors may wish to claim as a result of such replacement, shall be subject to the prior written approval by the Contracting Authority.  The rate of remuneration applicable to a replacement person will be obtained by multiplying the rate of remuneration applicable to the replaced person by the ratio between the monthly salary to be effectively paid to the replacement person and the average salary effectively paid to the replaced person in the period of six months prior to the date of replacement. Except as the Contracting Authority may otherwise agree, (i) the Contractor shall bear all additional travel and other costs arising out of or incidental to any removal and/or replacement, and (ii) the remuneration to be paid for any of the Personnel provided as a replacement shall not exceed the remuneration which would have been payable to the Personnel replaced.

	4.6
Resident Project Director
	If required by the SC, the Contractor shall ensure that at all times during the Contractor’s performance of the Services in the Contracting Authority’s country a resident Project Director, acceptable to the Contracting Authority, shall take charge of the performance of such Services.


5.  Obligations of the Contracting Authority

	5.1
Assistance and Exemptions
	Unless otherwise specified in the SC, the Contracting Authority shall use its best efforts to ensure that the Contracting Authority shall:

(a)
Provide the Contractor, Sub-Contractors and Personnel with work permits and such other documents as shall be necessary to enable the Contractor, Sub-Contractors or Personnel to perform the Services.

(b)
Arrange for the Personnel and, if appropriate, their eligible dependents to be provided promptly with all necessary entry and exit visas, residence permits, exchange permits and any other documents required for their stay in the Contracting Authority’s country.

(c)
Facilitate prompt clearance through customs of any property required for the Services and of the personal effects of the Personnel and their eligible dependents.

(d)
Issue to officials, agents and representatives of the Contracting Authority all such instructions as may be necessary or appropriate for the prompt and effective implementation of the Services.

(e)
Exempt the Contractor and the Personnel and any Sub-Contractors employed by the Contractor for the Services from any requirement to register or obtain any permit to practice their profession or to establish themselves either individually or as a corporate entity according to the Applicable Law.

(f)
Grant to the Contractor, any Sub-Contractors and the Personnel of either of them the privilege, pursuant to the Applicable Law, of bringing into the Contracting Authority’s country reasonable amounts of foreign currency for the purposes of the Services or for the personal use of the Personnel and their dependents and of withdrawing any such amounts as may be earned therein by the Personnel in the execution of the Services.

(g)
Provide to the Contractor, Sub-Contractors and Personnel any such other assistance as may be specified in the SC.

	5.2
Access to Land
	The Contracting Authority warrants that the Contractor shall have, free of charge, unimpeded access to all land in the Contracting Authority’s country in respect of which access is required for the performance of the Services.  The Contracting Authority will be responsible for any damage to such land or any property thereon resulting from such access and will indemnify the Contractor and each of the Personnel in respect of liability for any such damage, unless such damage is caused by the default or negligence of the Contractor or any Sub-Contractors or the Personnel of either of them.


	5.3
Change in the Applicable Law Related to Taxes and Duties
	If, after the date of this Contract, there is any change in the Applicable Law with respect to taxes and duties which increases or decreases the cost incurred by the Contractor in performing the Services, then the remuneration and reimbursable expenses otherwise payable to the Contractor under this Contract shall be increased or decreased accordingly by agreement between the Parties hereto, and corresponding adjustments shall be made to the ceiling amounts specified in Clause GC 6.1(b).

	5.4
Services, Facilities and Property of the Contracting Authority
	(a)
The Contracting Authority shall make available to the Contractor and the Personnel, for the purposes of the Services and free of any charge, the services, facilities and property described in Appendix A at the times and in the manner specified in said Appendix A.

(b)
In case that such services, facilities and property shall not be made available to the Contractor as and when specified in Appendix A, the Parties shall agree on (i) any time extension that it may be appropriate to grant to the Contractor for the performance of the Services, (ii) the manner in which the Contractor shall procure any such services, facilities and property from other sources, and (iii) the additional payments, if any, to be made to the Contractor as a result thereof pursuant to Clause GC 6.1(c) hereinafter.

	5.5
Payment
	In consideration of the Services performed by the Contractor under this Contract, the Contracting Authority shall make to the Contractor such payments and in such manner as is provided by Clause GC 6 of this Contract.

	5.6
Counterpart Personnel
	(a)
The Contracting Authority shall make available to the Contractor free of charge such professional and support counterpart personnel, to be nominated by the Contracting Authority with the Contractor’s advice, if specified in Appendix A.

(b)
If counterpart personnel are not provided by the Contracting Authority to the Contractor as and when specified in Appendix A, the Contracting Authority and the Contractor shall agree on (i) how the affected part of the Services shall be carried out, and (ii) the additional payments, if any, to be made by the Contracting Authority to the Contractor as a result thereof pursuant to Clause GC 6.1(c) hereof.

(c)
Professional and support counterpart personnel, excluding Contracting Authority’s liaison personnel, shall work under the exclusive direction of the Contractor.  If any member of the counterpart personnel fails to perform adequately any work assigned to such member by the Contractor that is consistent with the position occupied by such member, the Contractor may request the replacement of such member, and the Contracting Authority shall not unreasonably refuse to act upon such request.


6.  Payments to the Contractor

	6.1
Cost Estimates; Ceiling Amount
	(a)
An estimate of the cost of the Services payable in US Dollars is set forth in Appendix C.  
(b)
Except as may be otherwise agreed under Clause GC 2.6 and subject to Clause GC 6.1(c), payments under this Contract shall not exceed the ceiling specified in the SC.
(c)
Notwithstanding Clause GC 6.1(b) hereof, if pursuant to any of the Clauses GC 5.3, 5.4 or 5.6 hereof, the Parties shall agree that additional payments shall be made to the Contractor in order to cover any necessary additional expenditures not envisaged in the cost estimates referred to in Clause GC 6.1(a) above, the ceiling or ceilings, as the case may be, set forth in Clause GC 6.1(b) above shall be increased by the amount or amounts, as the case may be, of any such additional payments.

	6.2
Remuneration and Reimbursable Expenses


	Option 1: Global Price Contracts 

 Subject to the ceilings specified in Clause GC 6.1(b) hereof, the Contracting Authority shall pay to the Contractor, in fix instalments, (i) the remuneration as set forth in SC hereunder, and (ii) the reimbursable expenses as set forth in Clause SC hereunder, based on the following Schedule stated in SC. 

Unless otherwise specified in the SC, the remuneration shall be fixed for the duration of the Contract.

Option 2: Fee Based Contracts 

(a)
Subject to the ceilings specified in Clause GC 6.1(b) hereof, the Contracting Authority shall pay to the Contractor (i) remuneration as set forth in Clause GC 6.2(b) hereunder, and (ii) reimbursable expenses as set forth in Clause GC 6.2(c) hereunder.  Unless otherwise specified in the SC, said remuneration shall be fixed for the duration of the Contract.

(b)
Payment for the Personnel shall be determined on the basis of time actually spent by such Personnel in the performance of the Services after the date determined in accordance with Clause GC 2.3 and Clause SC 2.3 (or such other date as the Parties shall agree in writing), at the rates referred to in Appendix C to this Contract, and subject to price adjustment, if any, specified in SC.
(c)
Reimbursable expenses actually and reasonably incurred by the Contractor in the performance of the Services and identified in Appendix C of this Contract, shall not exceed the ceiling specified in SC.
(d)
The remuneration rates referred to under paragraph (b) here above shall cover: (i) such salaries and allowances as the Contractor shall have agreed to pay to the Personnel as well as factors for social charges and overhead (bonuses or other means of profit-sharing shall not be allowed as an element of overhead), (ii) the cost of backstopping by home office staff not included in the Personnel listed in Appendix B, and (iii) the Contractor’s fee.

(e)
Any rates specified for Personnel not yet appointed shall be provisional and shall be subject to revision, with the written approval of the Contracting Authority, once the applicable salaries and allowances are known.

(f)
Payments for periods of less than one month shall be calculated on an hourly basis for actual time spent in the Contractor’s home office and directly attributable to the Services (one hour being equivalent to 1/176th of a month) and on a calendar-day basis for time spent away from home office (one day being equivalent to 1/30th of a month).

	6.3
Currency of Payment
	All payments shall be made in US Dollars.

	6.4
Mode of Billing and Payment
	Billings and payments in respect of the Services shall be made as follows:

Option 1: Global Price Contracts

(a) All payments under this Contract shall be made to the accounts of the Contractor specified in the SC.
(b) Within the number of days after the Effective Date specified in the SC, the Contracting Authority shall cause to be paid to the Contractor advance payments as specified in the SC.  When the SC indicate advance payment, this will be due after provision by the Contractor to the Contracting Authority of an advance payment guarantee acceptable to the Contracting Authority in an amount (or amounts) and in a currency specified in the SC.  Such guarantee (i) to remain effective until the advance payment has been fully set off, and (ii) to be in the form set forth in Appendix D hereto, or in such other form as the Contracting Authority shall have approved in writing. The advance payments will be set off by the Contracting Authority in equal instalments against the statements for the number of months of the Services specified in the SC until said advance payments have been fully set off.
(c) The payments shall be done within thirty (30) days upon receipt of the original invoice accompanied by the supporting documents to demonstrate the acceptance by the Contracting Authority of the Contractor deliverable which the payment is tight upon. 
Option 2: Fee Based Contracts 

(a)
All payments under this Contract shall be made to the accounts of the Contractor specified in the SC.
(b)
Within the number of days after the Effective Date specified in the SC, the Contracting Authority shall cause to be paid to the Contractor advance payments as specified in the SC.  When the SC indicate advance payment, this will be due after provision by the Contractor to the Contracting Authority of an advance payment guarantee acceptable to the Contracting Authority in an amount (or amounts) and in a currency specified in the SC.  Such guarantee (i) to remain effective until the advance payment has been fully set off, and (ii) to be in the form set forth in Appendix D hereto, or in such other form as the Contracting Authority shall have approved in writing. The advance payments will be set off by the Contracting Authority in equal installments against the statements for the number of months of the Services specified in the SC until said advance payments have been fully set off.

(c)
As soon as practicable and not later than fifteen (15) days after the end of each calendar month during the period of the Services, or after the end of each time intervals otherwise indicated in the SC, the Contractor shall submit to the Contracting Authority, in duplicate, itemized statements, accompanied by copies of invoices, vouchers and other appropriate supporting materials, of the amounts payable pursuant to Clauses GC 6.3 and GC 6.4 for such month, or any other period indicated in the SC.  Separate statements shall be submitted in respect of amounts payable in foreign currency and in local currency.  Each statement shall distinguish that portion of the total eligible costs which pertains to remuneration from that portion which pertains to reimbursable expenses.

(d)
The Contracting Authority shall pay the Contractor’s statements within sixty (60) days after the receipt by the Contracting Authority of such statements with supporting documents.  Only such portion of a statement that is not satisfactorily supported may be withheld from payment.  Should any discrepancy be found to exist between actual payment and costs authorized to be incurred by the Contractor, the Contracting Authority may add or subtract the difference from any subsequent payments.  Interest at the annual rate specified in the SC shall become payable as from the above due date on any amount due by, but not paid on, such due date.

(e)
The final payment under this Clause shall be made only after the final report and a final statement, identified as such, shall have been submitted by the Contractor and approved as satisfactory by the Contracting Authority.  The Services shall be deemed completed and finally accepted by the Contracting Authority and the final report and final statement shall be deemed approved by the Contracting Authority as satisfactory ninety (90) calendar days after receipt of the final report and final statement by the Contracting Authority unless the Contracting Authority, within such ninety (90) day period, gives written notice to the Contractor specifying in detail deficiencies in the Services, the final report or final statement.  The Contractor shall thereupon promptly make any necessary corrections, and thereafter the foregoing process shall be repeated.  Any amount, which the Contracting Authority has paid or caused to be paid in accordance with this Clause in excess of the amounts actually payable in accordance with the provisions of this Contract, shall be reimbursed by the Contractor to the Contracting Authority within thirty (30) days after receipt by the Contractor of notice thereof.  Any such claim by the Contracting Authority for reimbursement must be made within twelve (12) calendar months after receipt by the Contracting Authority of a final report and a final statement approved by the Contracting Authority in accordance with the above.

(f)
Payments in respect of remuneration or reimbursable expenses, which exceed the cost estimates for these items as set forth in Appendices D , may be charged to the respective contingencies only if such expenditures were approved by the Contracting Authority prior to being incurred.

(g)
With the exception of the final payment under (d) above, payments do not constitute acceptance of the Services nor relieve the Contractor of any obligations hereunder.

	
	


7.  Fairness, Good Faith and Non-Waiver

	7.1
Good Faith
	The Parties undertake to act in good faith with respect to each other’s rights under this Contract and to adopt all reasonable measures to ensure the realization of the objectives of this Contract.

	7.2
Operation of the Contract

7.3    Non waiver

8.1. 
	The Parties recognize that it is impractical in this Contract to provide for every contingency which may arise during the life of the Contract, and the Parties hereby agree that it is their intention that this Contract shall operate fairly as between them, and without detriment to the interest of either of them, and that, if during the term of this Contract either Party believes that this Contract is operating unfairly, the Parties will use their best efforts to agree on such action as may be necessary to remove the cause or causes of such unfairness, but no failure to agree on any action pursuant to this Clause shall give rise to a dispute subject to arbitration in accordance with Clause GC 8 hereof.

Non waiver means that:

(a) No relaxation, forbearance, delay, or indulgence by either party in enforcing any of the terms and conditions of the Contract or the granting of time by either party to the other shall prejudice, affect, or restrict the rights of that party under the Contract, neither shall any waiver by either party of any breach of Contract operate as waiver of any subsequent or continuing breach of Contract.

(b) Any waiver of a party’s rights, powers, or remedies under the Contract must be in writing, dated, and signed by an authorized representative of the party granting such waiver, and must specify the right and the extent to which it is being waived.

8. FINANCIAL GUARANTEE (Advance Payment Guarantee)

Unless otherwise provided for in the Special Conditions, the Contractor shall provide a financial guarantee for the bull amount of the pre-financing payment. The financial guarantee shall be in the format provided for in the contract and may be provided in the form of a bank guarantee, a banker’s draft, a certified cheque, a bond provided by an insurance and/or bonding company, an irrevocable letter of credit or a cash deposit made with the Contracting Authority. If the financial guarantee is to be provided in the form of a bank guarantee, a banker’s draft, a certified cheque or a bond it shall be issued by a bank or bonding and/or insurance company approved by the Contracting Authority. This financial guarantee shall remain valid until it is released by the Contracting Authority as appropriate. Where the Contractor is a public body the obligation for a financial guarantee may be waived depending on a risk assessment made. 

The financial guarantee shall be provided on the letterhead of the financial institution using the template provided in Appendix D. 

Should the financial guarantee cease to be valid and the Contractor fail to re-validate it, either a deduction equal to the amount of the pre-financing may be made by the Contracting Authority from future payments due to the Contractor under the contract, or the Contracting Authority shall give formal notice to the Contractor to provide a new guarantee on the same terms as the previous one. Should the Contractor fail to provide a new guarantee, the Contracting Authority may terminate the contract giving 30 days notice. 

If the contract is terminated for any reason whatsoever, the financial guarantee may be invoked forthwith in order to repay any balance still owed to the Contracting Authority by the Contractor, and the guarantor shall not delay payment or raise objection for any reason whatsoever. 

For fee-based contracts, the financial guarantee shall be relased when the advance is reimbursed according to article 6.4 (option two).

For global price contracts, (i) if the contract is not divided between different outputs that the Contracting Authority can approve independently, or has a duration of less than two years, the advance guarantee shall remain in force until the final payment has been made and (ii) if the contract has a duration of at least two years and if the budget is divided between different outputs that the Contracting Authority can approve independently, the guarantee shall be released when the pre financing is reimbursed in accordance with article 6.4.




9.  Settlement of Disputes

	9.1
Amicable Settlement
	If either Party objects to any action or inaction of the other Party, the objecting Party may file a written Notice of Dispute to the other Party providing in detail the basis of the dispute.  The Party receiving the Notice of Dispute will consider it and respond in writing within 14 days after receipt. If that Party fails to respond within 14 days, or the dispute cannot be amicably settled within 14 days following the response of that Party, Clause GC 8.2 shall apply.

	9.2
Dispute Resolution
	Any dispute between the Parties as to matters arising pursuant to this Contract that cannot be settled amicably according to Clause GC 8.1 may be submitted by either Party for settlement in accordance with the provisions specified in the SC.


III.  Special Conditions of Contract

	Number of GC Clause
	Amendments of, and Supplements to, Clauses in the General Conditions of Contract

	1.1(a)
	The Contracting Authority’s country is Botswana.

	1.1 (b)
	The Contracting Authority is: SADC Secretariat

	1.1 (c)
	The Contractor is:  


	1.6
	The addresses are:

Contracting Authority

SADC Secretariat

CBD Plot 54385
Room DGP11 on Ground Floor

City:  Gaborone 
Country: Botswana

Phone: +2673951863

Fax: +2673972848/3181070

Facsimile: 

Contractor


Attention:


Facsimile :

	1.8
	The Member-in-charge authorized to act on behalf of the Joint Venture / Consortium / Association is:  [Insert name of the Lead Partner]

	1.9.1
	The Authorized Representatives are:

For the Contracting Authority: 

The Task Manager is: Mr Calicious Tutalife 
The alternate Task Managers are: Mr. Noel Lihiku
For the Contractor:

The Project Director is [insert the name, title, department organization]

	1.9.2
	The Contracting Authority delegates to the Task Manager the following authority under this Contract: 

The Task manager shall be the first point of contact for operational implementation and shall oversee operational implementation on a day to day basis. The Task Manager will approve reports submitted by the Contractor, approve invoices, provide technical guidance on programme implementation 

The Alternate Task Managers shall be the point of contact for operational implementation in the absence of the Task Manager.  

	1.9.4
	The Contractor delegates the Project Director the following authority under this Contract: [list the authority of the Project Director]

The Contractor  delegates the resident Project Director the following authority under this Contract: [list the authority of the resident Project Director ]

	1.9.4
	The Contractor  delegates the Project Director the following authority under this Contract: [list the authority of the Project ]

	1.10
	The Contracting Authority warrants that the Contractor, the Sub-Contractors and the Personnel shall be exempt from (or that the Contracting Authority shall pay on behalf of the Contractor, the Sub-Contractors and the Personnel, or shall reimburse the Contractor, the Sub-Contractors and the Personnel for) any indirect taxes, duties, fees, levies and other impositions imposed, under the Applicable Law, on the Contractor, the Sub-Contractors and the Personnel in respect of:

(a)
any payments whatsoever made to the Contractor, Sub-Contractors and the Personnel (other than nationals or permanent residents of the Contracting Authority’s country), in connection with the carrying out of the Services;

(b)
any equipment, materials and supplies brought into the Contracting Authority’s country by the Contractor or Sub-Contractors for the purpose of carrying out the Services and which, after having been brought into such territories, will be subsequently withdrawn there from by them;

(c)
any equipment imported for the purpose of carrying out the Services and paid for out of funds provided by the Contracting Authority and which is treated as property of the Contracting Authority;

(d)
any property brought into the Contracting Authority’s country by the Contractor, any Sub-Contractors or the Personnel (other than nationals or permanent residents of the Contracting Authority’s country), or the eligible dependents of such Personnel for their personal use and which will subsequently be withdrawn there from by them upon their respective departure from the Contracting Authority’s country, provided that:

	
	(1)
the Contractor, Sub-Contractors and Personnel, and their eligible dependents, shall follow the usual customs procedures of the Contracting Authority’s country in importing property into the Contracting Authority’s country; and

(2)
if the Contractor, Sub-Contractors or Personnel, or their eligible dependents, do not withdraw but dispose of any property in the Contracting Authority’s country upon which customs duties and taxes have been exempted, the Contractor, Sub-Contractors or Personnel, as the case may be, (i) shall bear such customs duties and taxes in conformity with the regulations of the Contracting Authority’s country, or (ii) shall reimburse them to the Contracting Authority if they were paid by the Contracting Authority at the time the property in question was brought into the Contracting Authority’s country.

	2.1


	The effectiveness conditions are the following: 

Receipt by Contracting Authority of advance payment guarantee from the contractor and receipt by Contractor of advance payment (see Clause SC 6.4(a)) 

	2.2
	The time period shall be 90 days

	2.3
	The time period shall be 50 days but should not extend beyond the date agreed for the mobilization of the Experts.

	2.4
	The contract will expire Twelve months from the commencement date 

	3.4
	3.4
Limitation of the Contractors’ Liability towards the Contracting Authority


(a)
Except in case of gross negligence or willful misconduct on the part of the Contractors or on the part of any person or firm acting on behalf of the Contractors in carrying out the Services, the Contractors, with respect to damage caused by the Contractors to the Contracting Authority’s property, shall not be liable to the Contracting Authority:


(i)
for any indirect or consequential loss or damage; and


(ii)
for any direct loss or damage that exceeds by 2 times the total value of the Contract.


(b)
This limitation of liability shall not affect the Contractors’ liability, if any, for damage to Third Parties caused by the Contractors or any person or firm acting on behalf of the Contractors in carrying out the Services. 

	3.5


	The risks and the coverage shall be as follows:

(a)
Third Party motor vehicle liability insurance in respect of motor vehicles operated in the Contracting Authority’s country by the Contractor or its Personnel or any Sub-Contractors or their Personnel, with a minimum coverage of US$5,000
(b)
Third Party liability insurance, with a minimum coverage of US$5,000;

(c)
professional liability insurance, with a minimum coverage of US$50,000
(d)
employer’s liability and workers’ compensation insurance in respect of the Personnel of the Contractor and of any Sub-Contractors, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Applicable Law, as well as, with respect to such Personnel, any such life, health, accident, travel or other insurance as may be appropriate; and

(e)
insurance against loss of or damage to (i) equipment purchased in whole or in part with funds provided under this Contract, (ii) the Contractor’s property used in the performance of the Services, and (iii) any documents prepared by the Contractor in the performance of the Services. 

	3.7.b
	Subcontracting is not allowed. Free-lance experts will not be considered as subcontractors as long as the Contractor retains full responsibility for the services rendered. 

	3.9


	The Contractor shall not use these documents and software for purposes unrelated to this Contract without the prior written approval of the SADC Secretariat. 

	5.1(g)
	The SADC Secretariat will provide the consultant with relevant project data and all relevant reports available 

	6.1(b)
	The contract ceiling in US $ : [insert amount ]

	6.2
	Global Price Contract

6.2 (a) (i) The payment schedule is the following: 

20% upon the Contracting Authority's receipt of a copy of this Contract signed by the Contractor. 
30% upon the Contracting Authority’s receipt of the Result 1 - Regional clusters and their status, and Result 2 - Regional cluster opportunities, both acceptable to the Contracting Authority;

 30% upon the Contracting Authority’s receipt of the Result 3 - Cluster development critical success factors (i.e. infrastructure needs, technological programmes etc.), and Result 4 - Benchmarking outcomes with comparator regions and/or countries, prioritised cluster types (geography, industry, existing networks etc.), all acceptable to the Contracting Authority;

30% upon the Contracting Authority’s receipt of the Result 5 - Proposed regional cluster models to be promoted, and Result 6 - Specific Framework and Guidelines for Regional Cluster Development for all the proposed regional cluster types which the SADC Secretariat and SADC Members States will use to promote entrepreneurship and regional integration, all acceptable to the Contracting Authority;

6.2(a) (ii)The ceiling for Remuneration is US$ [insert the amount]. 

6.2(a) (iii) The ceiling for Reimbursable Expenses is US$ : There is no reimbursable budget 

	6.4(a)
	 The contract is global price. 

	6.4(c)
	The interest rate is: [insert rate]. 

	6.4(e)
	The account is: [ insert the bank account details]

	8
	The Contractor will provide a Finance Guarantee of 20% USD together with the contract signed. 

	9.2


	Disputes shall be settled by arbitration in accordance with the following provisions:

1.
Selection of Arbitrators.  Each dispute submitted by a Party to arbitration shall be heard by a sole arbitrator or an arbitration panel composed of three arbitrators, in accordance with the following provisions:

(a)
Where the Parties agree that the dispute concerns a technical matter, they may agree to appoint a sole arbitrator or, failing agreement on the identity of such sole arbitrator within thirty (30) days after receipt by the other Party of the proposal of a name for such an appointment by the Party who initiated the proceedings, either Party may apply to International Court of Arbitration for a list of not fewer than five nominees and, on receipt of such list, the Parties shall alternately strike names there from, and the last remaining nominee on the list shall be the sole arbitrator for the matter in dispute.  If the last remaining nominee has not been determined in this manner within sixty (60) days of the date of the list, International Court of Arbitration shall appoint, upon the request of either Party and from such list or otherwise, a sole arbitrator for the matter in dispute.

(b)
Where the Parties do not agree that the dispute concerns a technical matter, the Contracting Authority and the Contractor shall each appoint one arbitrator, and these two arbitrators shall jointly appoint a third arbitrator, who shall chair the arbitration panel.  If the arbitrators named by the Parties do not succeed in appointing a third arbitrator within thirty (30) days after the latter of the two arbitrators named by the Parties has been appointed, the third arbitrator shall, at the request of either Party, be appointed by the International Chamber of Commerce, Paris.

	
	(c)
If, in a dispute subject to Clause SC 9.2 1.(b), one Party fails to appoint its arbitrator within thirty (30) days after the other Party has appointed its arbitrator, the Party which has named an arbitrator may apply to the the International Chamber of Commerce, Paris to appoint a sole arbitrator for the matter in dispute, and the arbitrator appointed pursuant to such application shall be the sole arbitrator for that dispute.

2.
Rules of Procedure.  Except as stated herein, arbitration proceedings shall be conducted in accordance with the rules of procedure for arbitration of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) as in force on the date of this Contract.

3.
Substitute Arbitrators.  If for any reason an arbitrator is unable to perform his function, a substitute shall be appointed in the same manner as the original arbitrator.

4.
Nationality and Qualifications of Arbitrators.  The sole arbitrator or the third arbitrator appointed pursuant to paragraphs (a) through (c) of Clause SC 9.2 1 hereof shall be an internationally recognized legal or technical expert with extensive experience in relation to the matter in dispute and shall not be a national of the Contractor’s home country [Note:  If the Contractor consists of more than one entity, add:  or of the home country of any of their Members or Parties] or of the Contracting Authority’s country.  For the purposes of this Clause, “home country” means any of:

(a)
the country of incorporation of the Contractor [Note: If the Contractor consists of more than one entity, add: or of any of their Members or Parties]; or

(b)
the country in which the Contractor’s [or any of their Members’ or Parties’] principal place of business is located; or 

(c)
the country of nationality of a majority of the Contractor’s [or of any Members’ or Parties’] shareholders; or

(d)
the country of nationality of the Sub-Contractors concerned, where the dispute involves a subcontract. 

	
	5.
Miscellaneous.  In any arbitration proceeding hereunder:

(a)
proceedings shall, unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, be held in a country which is neither the Contracting Authority’s country nor the Contractor’s country.

(b)
the English language shall be the official language for all purposes; and

(c)
the decision of the sole arbitrator or of a majority of the arbitrators (or of the third arbitrator if there is no such majority) shall be final and binding and shall be enforceable in any court of competent jurisdiction, and the Parties hereby waive any objections to or claims of immunity in respect of such enforcement. 


IV.  Appendices

Appendix A – Terms Of Reference

Note:  This Appendix will include the final Terms of Reference worked out by the Contracting Authority and the Contractors during technical negotiations, dates for completion of various tasks, place of performance for different tasks, specific tasks to be approved by Contracting Authority, etc.

Appendix B – Technical Proposal

Note:  List format, frequency, and contents of reports; persons to receive them; dates of submission; etc.  If no reports are to be submitted, state here “Not applicable.”

Appendix C – Financial Proposal

Appendix D - Form of Advance Payments Guarantee

Note:  See Clause GC 6.4(a) and Clause SC 6.4(a).
Bank Guarantee for Advance Payment 

_____________________________ [Bank’s Name, and Address of Issuing Branch or Office]

Beneficiary:
_________________ [Name and Address of Contracting Authority]

Date:
________________

ADVANCE PAYMENT GUARANTEE No.:
_________________

We have been informed that ____________ [name of Contractor] (hereinafter called "the Contractors") has entered into Contract No. _____________ [reference number of the contract] dated ____________ with you, for the provision of __________________ [brief description of Services] (hereinafter called "the Contract"). 

Furthermore, we understand that, according to the conditions of the Contract, an advance payment in the sum of ___________ [amount in figures] (                       ) [amount in words] is to be made against an advance payment guarantee.

At the request of the Contractors, we _______________ [name of Bank] hereby irrevocably undertake to pay you any sum or sums not exceeding in total an amount of ___________ [amount in figures] (                       ) [amount in words]1 upon receipt by us of your first demand in writing accompanied by a written statement stating that the Contractors are in breach of their obligation under the Contract because the Contractors have used the advance payment for purposes other than toward providing the Services under the Contract. 

It is a condition for any claim and payment under this guarantee to be made that the advance payment referred to above must have been received by the Contractors on their account number ___________ at _________________ [name and address of Bank].

The maximum amount of this guarantee shall be progressively reduced by the amount of the advance payment repaid by the Contractors as indicated in copies of certified monthly statements which shall be presented to us.  This guarantee shall expire, at the latest, upon our receipt of the monthly payment certificate indicating that the Contractors have made full repayment of the amount of the advance payment, or on the __ day of ___________, 2___,2  whichever is earlier.  Consequently, any demand for payment under this guarantee must be received by us at this office on or before that date.

This guarantee is subject to the Uniform Rules for Demand Guarantees, ICC Publication No. 458.

_____________________ 

[signature(s)]

Note:
All italicized text is for indicative purposes only to assist in preparing this form and shall be deleted from the final product.
�	This Information to Bidders section shall not be modified.  Any necessary changes to address specific country and project issues, shall be introduced only through the Data Sheet (e.g., by adding new clauses).  Likewise, modifications to the standard Form of Contract should be made only by including clauses outlining the special conditions and not by introducing changes in the wording of the general conditions.


� The CV must not exceed eight (8) pages 


� 2 Only key information about the positions and the responsibilities held in various assignments during the last ten (10) years should be included. Experience older than 10 years will be rendered irrelevant. 








� 3 The proof of stated qualifications shall be in the form of the copies of the degrees and diploma obtained, while for the professional experience the proof shall be either acknowledgement letters from the previous employers or copies of the contract signed with them. 





� Position held in the Contract must be indicated as well.


� Months/ weeks are counted from the start of the assignment. For each staff indicate separately staff input for home and field work.


� Select months or weeks as needed. 


� Field work means work carried out at a place other than the Contractor’s home office.





� Indicate all main activities of the assignment, including delivery of reports (e.g.: inception, interim, and final reports), and other benchmarks such as Procuring Entity’s approvals.  For phased assignments indicate activities, delivery of reports, and benchmarks separately for each phase.


� Duration of activities shall be indicated in the form of a bar chart


� 	 “Another party” refers to a public official acting in relation to the selection process or contract execution.  In this context, “public official” includes SADC Secretariat staff and employees of other organizations taking or reviewing procurement decisions.


� 	A “party” refers to a public official; the terms  “benefit” and “obligation” relate to the selection process or contract execution; and the “act or omission” is intended to influence the selection process or contract execution.


� 	 “Parties” refers to participants in the selection process (including public officials) attempting to establish bid prices at artificial, non competitive levels.


� 	A “party” refers to a participant in the selection process or contract execution.


1	The Guarantor shall insert an amount representing the amount of the advance payment and denominated either in the currency(ies) of the advance payment as specified in the Contract, or in a freely convertible currency acceptable to the Contracting Authority.


2	Insert the expected expiration date. In the event of an extension of the time for completion of the Contract, the Contracting Authority would need to request an extension of this guarantee from the Guarantor.  Such request must be in writing and must be made prior to the expiration date established in the guarantee. In preparing this guarantee, the Contracting Authority might consider adding the following text to the form, at the end of the penultimate paragraph: “The Guarantor agrees to a one-time extension of this guarantee for a period not to exceed [six months][one year], in response to the Contracting Authority’s written request for such extension, such request to be presented to the Guarantor before the expiry of the guarantee.”
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