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LIEUTENANT GENERAL DR SERETSEKHAMA IAN KHAMA, 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA, AND 

OUTGOING CHAIRPERSON OF SADC, 

YOUR EXCELLENCY FILIPE NYUSI, PRESIDENT OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF MOZAMBIQUE AND CHAIRPERSON OF THE 

SADC ORGAN ON POLITICS, DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

COOPERATION’, 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES HEADS OF STATES AND 

GOVERNMMENT, 

EMAKHOSIKATI AND FIRST LADIES, 

YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESSES, 

PRIME MINISTER, 

COUNCILLORS, 

CHIEFS, 

CHIEF JUSTICE, 

YOUR EXCELLENCY, DR NKOSAZANA DLAMINI-ZUMA 

CHAIRPERSON OF THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION,  

YOUR EXCELLENCY, DR STERGOMENA LAWRENCE TAX, 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF SADC, 
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YOUR EXCELLENCY DR CARLOS LOPEZ, EXECUTIVE 

SECRETARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC 

COMMISSION FOR AFRICA, 

CHAIRPERSON OF SADC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS AND 

MINISTERS, 

HEADS OF INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL 

ORGANISATIONS, 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES AMBASSADORS, HIGH 

COMMISSIONERS AND MEMBERS OF THE DIPLOMATIC 

CORPS, 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATING PARTNERS, 

SENIOR OFFICIALS FROM THE SADC MEMBER STATES 

AND SADC SECRETARIAT, 

THE MEDIA FRATERNITY, 

INVITED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

IT IS AN HONOUR AND PRIVILEDGE FOR THE KINGDOM 

OF ESWATINI TO BE GIVEN THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 

HOST THIS 36TH SUMMIT OF HEADS OF STATE AND 

GOVERNMENT.  

 

AS A COUNTRY AND MEMBER OF SADC WE COMMIT 

OURSELVES TO DOING OUR UTMOST BEST TO MAKE 
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SURE THAT DURING OUR TENURE, WE UPLIFT SADC 

AND ENHANCE HER EFFORTS TO OVERCOME THE 

CHALLENGES FACED BY MEMBER STATES.  

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

ALLOW ME TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PAY 

TRIBUTE TO OUR OUTGOING CHAIRPERSON 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL DR SERETSE KHAMA IAN 

KHAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA, 

FOR THE EXEMPLARY MANNER IN WHICH HE STEERED 

OUR ORGANISATION DURING THE LAST YEAR. 

 

I AM SURE YOU WILL ALL AGREE WITH ME THAT HE 

KEPT THE THRUST ON OUR AGENDA VERY HIGH AND 

THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE IS INSPIRING FOR THE 

REGION.  I ALSO WISH TO THANK YOUR GOODSELVES, 

ALL THE SADC HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT, 

FOR YOUR USUAL AND UNWAVERING SUPPORT.   

 

 

 

THEME 

OUR SUMMIT THIS YEAR IS BEING HELD UNDER THE 

THEME “RESOURCE MOBILISATION FOR 

INVESTMENT IN SUSTAINABLE ENERGY 
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INFRASTRUCTURE FOR AN INCLUSIVE SADC 

INDUSTRIALISATION FOR THE PROSPERITY OF 

THE REGION”. 

 

THIS THEME IS DERIVED OUT OF THE DESIRE TO SEE 

THE NUMEROUS INITIATIVES LAUNCHED BY SADC 

OVER THE YEARS BECOME A REALITY FOR THE BENEFIT 

OF OUR PEOPLES. 

WE HAVE REACHED A JUNCTURE WHERE AS MEMBER 

STATES, WE NEED TO SHOW COMMITMENT TO OUR 

OBJECTIVES BY CONTRIBUTING TO A FUND THAT 

WOULD SERVE AS START UP CAPITAL FOR OUR 

PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS IN THE VARIOUS 

SECTORS.  

 

THIS FUND CAN BE USED AS COLLATERAL AS WE SEEK 

TO RAISE FUNDING FROM EXTERNAL SOURCES TO 

IMPLEMENT INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS IN THE 

REGION. 

DURING OUR TENURE WE INTEND TO FOCUS OUR 

ENERGIES TOWARDS RAISING THESE FUNDS WHICH 

WE HOPE WILL NOT ONLY COME FROM MEMBER STATES 

BUT ALSO FROM OUR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS.  
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THE LACK OF RESOURCES HAS ALSO STALLED THE FULL 

ATTAINMENT OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS.  

 

WE THEREFORE, HAVE TO SPEAK IN ONE VOICE FOR 

RESOURCE MOBILISATION. THEY SAY A UNIFIED FORCE 

IS STRONGER THAN A UNILATERAL FORCE. SADC 

REPRESENTS A UNIFIED FORCE, SO WE HOPE WE CAN 

STRENGTHEN OUR CAPABILITIES AND SPEAK AS ONE 

FAMILY.  

 

THERE SHOULD BE NO ROOM FOR FAILURE AS OUR 

SUCCESS WILL HAVE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON OUR 

REGION AND CREATE A BETTER FUTURE FOR OUR 

PEOPLE. 

 

 

A REGION CONDUCIVE FOR INVESTMENT 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

AS HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT WE SHOULD 

AIM TO DEVELOP THE REGION INTO ONE THAT OFFERS 

THE WORLD A CONDUCIVE INVESTMENT CLIMATE THAT 
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IS READY TO HOST ANY INVESTOR IN A COUNTRY OF 

HIS CHOICE.  

 

WE NEED TO ATTRACT INDUSTRIES IN RESEARCH, 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING, TOURISM AND FINANCE 

AMONG OTHERS, WHICH CAN PROVIDE THE MUCH 

NEEDED JOB CREATION, ESPECIALLY FOR OUR YOUTH. 

 

WE DO BELIEVE THAT THE SADC HAS A LOT TO OFFER 

FOR INVESTORS AS WE HAVE A DYNAMIC WORKFORCE 

THAT IS COMMITTED TO WORKING HARD FOR THE 

BENEFIT OF THE REGION. 

 

WE NEED TO HAVE A WELL COORDINATED SYSTEM TO 

CREATE AN ENABLING INFRASTRUCTURE TO PROMOTE 

A VARIETY OF PROJECTS THAT CAN CONTRIBUTE 

POSITIVELY TO OUR DEVELOPMENT. 

 

WE ALSO NEED AN EFFECTIVE MONITORING AND 

EVALUATION MECHANISM TO TRACK PROGRESS ON 

WHETHER WE ARE ABLE TO ACHIEVE SET TARGETS.  

 

WE PROPOSE THAT AT THE END OF THIS SUMMIT WE 

SHOULD SET OURSELVES TIME FRAMES FOR OUR 
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PROGRAMMES SO THAT WE ARE ABLE TO PRESENT THE 

MILESTONES WE HAVE ACHIEVED DURING THE NEXT 

SUMMIT.  

 

THESE ACHIEVEMENTS SHOULD BE COMPREHENSIVE 

WITH TOP PRIORITY BEING ECONOMIC GROWTH. 

 

THE WORLD IS CONFRONTED BY FINANCIAL 

CHALLENGES WITH SLUGGISH ECONOMIC GROWTH. 

THIS THEREFORE HAS NEGATIVE EFFECTS ON OUR 

REGION WHICH HINDERS OUR DEVELOPMENT AND 

SLOWS OUR GROWTH.  

 

WE CANNOT AFFORD TO EXPERIENCE THIS EVERY YEAR 

BECAUSE OF THE MULTIPLE PROGRAMMES WE HAVE TO 

FUND.  OUR TASK IS TO FIND SOLUTIONS TO THIS 

CHALLENGE.  

 

INVESTMENT IN ENERGY 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

AS THE KINGDOM OF ESWATINI, WE RECOGNISE THAT 

INVESTMENT IN SUSTAINABLE ENERGY IS A  CATALYST 
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TO THE REALISATION OF THE SADC 

INDUSTRIALISATION AGENDA. 

 

INVESTMENT IN ENERGY WILL CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS 

INCREASING PRODUCTIVE CAPABILITIES FOR A 

SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE INDUSTRIALIZATION. 

 

TO THIS END, IT IS OUR VIEW THAT WE MUST 

CONTINUE TO FOCUS ON THE PRIORITIES ESPOUSED 

BY THE REVISED REGIONAL INDICATIVE STRATEGIC 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2015 – 2020).  

 

THE THREE CORE PILLARS OF THE STRATEGY AND 

ROADMAP ARE INDUSTRIALIZATION, COMPETITION 

AND REGIONAL INTEGRATION.  

 

 

 

 

INNOVATION AND CREATIVITY 

AS WE GATHER HERE TO PUT OUR COLLECTIVE MINDS 

TOWARDS FINDING SOLUTIONS FOR THE CHALLENGES 
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WE FACE AS A REGION, WE NEED TO START THINKING 

OUTSIDE THE BOX. 

 

AFRICANS WERE NOT BORN TO BE POOR. WE ARE 

HIGHLY CAPABLE OF BECOMING INNOVATIVE AND 

CREATING A FIRST WORLD STATUS FOR OUR NATIONS. 

WE MUST HOWEVER, DISCARD THE TENDENCY OF 

FAILING TO SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER. 

  

WE ARE REMINDED OF A SWAZI MAN WHO 

APPROACHED KING SOBHUZA II WITH THE DREAM OF 

BUILDING A HELICOPTER. THE KING WAS 

ENCOURAGED BY HIS INNOVATION AND INVITED HIM 

TO PRESENT  HIS PROJECT TO THE NATION.  

 

UNFORTUNATELY, THE HELICOPTER FLEW FOR ONLY 

FIVE KILOMETRES.  WHEN IT COULD NOT TAKE OFF TO 

FLY BACK HOME, PEOPLE LAUGHED AT THE MAN AND 

EVEN QUESTIONED HIS STATE OF MIND. NATURALLY 

HE WAS DISCOURAGED.  

 

WHAT WE FAILED TO REALISE WAS THE INNOVATION 

AND CREATIVITY ON DISPLAY. ALL IT NEEDED WAS 

SUPPORT TO EMPOWER HIM.  
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THERE ARE MANY SUCH CASES ACROSS AFRICA WHERE 

WE FAIL TO SUPPORT INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE 

PEOPLE BECAUSE WE DO NOT BELIEVE IN THEM. 

 

HOWEVER, IF WE ADOPT THOUGHT PROCESSES THAT 

ENCOURAGE POSITIVE THINKING SUCH AS THE BLUE 

OCEAN STRATEGY, SADC MEMBERS WOULD REALISE 

TREMENDOUS RESULTS.  

 

THEREFORE, I URGE YOU ALL THAT FROM THIS SUMMIT 

LET US USE OUR EXPOSURE TO WELL DEVELOPED 

COUNTRIES TO INSTILL THE BELIEF IN OUR FELLOW 

CITIZENS THAT LIFE IN A FIRST WORLD COUNTRY WAS 

POSSIBLE FOR ALL AFRICANS. 

 

 

 

 

 

DROUGHT 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 
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TODAY WE ARE CONFRONTED BY DROUGHT AND YET 

MOST OF OUR CITIZENS DEPEND LARGELY ON 

AGRICULTURE FOR A LIVING. 

 

THE DROUGHT HAS COME AT A GREAT COST TO OUR 

CATTLE AND CAUSED WATER RATIONING. IF THIS 

COULD BE PROLONGED, IT WOULD BE EVEN MORE 

DISASTROUS FOR MANY PEOPLE IN THE REGION. THIS 

WILL ALSO CAUSE SEVERE FOOD SHORTAGES. 

   

AGRICULTURE ALSO PROVIDES EMPLOYMENT AND 

CONTRIBUTES TO OUR ECONOMIES.  WE THEREFORE 

HAVE A HUGE CHALLENGE TO ADDRESS THE EFFECTS 

OF DROUGHT BY IMPROVING OUR WEATHER 

FORECASTING SYSTEMS.  

 

I AM GLAD TO NOTE THAT SADC HAS SET UP A CENTRE 

FOR SIGNAL DETECTION TO WARN OF IMPENDING 

DROUGHT AND NATURAL DISASTERS. IF OUR SYSTEMS 

HAVE SHORTCOMINGS, WE THEN NEED TO 

STRENGTHEN THIS CENTRE TO BE MORE EFFECTIVE. 

THIS INFORMATION, IF PROVIDED EARLY ENOUGH, 

COULD ALSO PROMPT GOVERNMENTS TO BUILD DAMS 

FOR HARVESTING WATER ON TIME. 
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SADC UNIVERSITY OF TRANSFORMATION 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

THE KINGDOM OF ESWATINI WISHES TO DEDICATE 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SADC UNIVERSITY OF 

TRANSFORMATION WHICH WILL BE THE NEXT 

MILESTONE IN OUR JOURNEY WHICH STARTED IN 1980. 

THE UNIVERSITY FOR TRANSFORMATION WILL DELIVER 

IN EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING TERMS, USING THE 

TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL TRAINING 

MODEL OF DELIVERY. 

THIS INITIATIVE WILL GIVE NEW HOPE AND 

OPPORTUNITY TO OUR YOUTH AND OUR WOMEN. THE 

INTENTION IS TO HAVE THE FIRST INTAKE OF 

STUDENTS PRIOR TO THE 37TH SADC SUMMIT IN 2017.  

 

 

THE SWAZILAND GOVERNMENT IS OFFERING  

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 300 STUDENTS IN THE INITIAL 

INTAKE TO BE DRAWN FROM ALL 15 COMMUNITY 

MEMBERS – WHICH IS 20 STUDENTS PER MEMBER 

COUNTRY.  
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YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

WE WARMLY AND WHOLE HEARTEDLY COMMEND THE 

SADC UNIVERSITY OF TRANSFORMATION TO YOU AND 

THE KINGDOM IS ASKING FOR SUPPORT FOR THIS 

IMAGINATIVE INITIATIVE FROM ALL MY FELLOW HEADS 

OF STATE. 

 

REGIONAL ELECTIONS 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

MAY I ALSO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK THE 

PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, SEYCHELLES, 

AND ZAMBIA FOR  THEIR PEACEFUL PRESIDENTIAL AND 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS.  

 

 

 

EVEN THOUGH THE RESULTS FOR THE ZAMBIA 

ELECTIONS HAVE BEEN PUT ON HOLD DUE TO COURT 

PROCESSES, WE WISH TO ENCOURAGE PATIENCE AS 

WELL AS ACCEPTANCE OF WHATEVER RULING THAT 

MAY COME FROM THE COURTS. 
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CONCLUSION 

YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO FRUITFUL DELIBERATIONS AND 

POSITIVE OUTCOMES OF THIS SUMMIT, WHICH WHEN 

IMPLEMENTED, SHALL ELEVATE THE QUALITY OF LIVES 

AND SECURITY OF OUR PEOPLE IN THE REGION. 

 

I THANK YOU AND MAY THE ALMIGHTY GOD BLESS 

US ALL. 

 

 


