PRESS RELEASE

President Hage G. Geingob, Chairperson of the SADC Organ on Paolitics,
Defence and Security Cooperation to Undertake One-day Working Visit to the
Kingdom of Eswatini for Consultations with King Mswati I

17 November 2022, Gaborone, Botswana. Tomorrow, 18 November 2022, the Chair
of the SADC Organ, President Hage G. Geingob will undertake a working visit to the
Kingdom of Eswatini to hold consultations with His Majesty King Mswati Il of the
Kingdom of Eswatini. The working visit is informed by the commitment of President
Geingob to implement decisions of the SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and Security
Cooperation. The SADC Organ Summit that was held on 16 August 2022 in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, at which President Geingob assumed the role of
Chairperson of the Organ reinforced the need for the SADC Organ to work for a
peaceful and stable SADC Region.

The decision to strengthen continued dialogue with the Kingdom of Eswatini was
reinforced by the Organ Troika meeting that was convened by President Geingob in
Maseru, Lesotho on 28 October 2022, on the margins of the swearing-in ceremony of
Prime Minister, Rt. Hon. Ntsokoane Samuel Matekane of the Kingdom of Lesotho.
Among others, the objective of the Maseru Organ Troika Meeting was to review
progress in the implementation of SADC decisions in the Kingdom of Lesotho, the
Kingdom of Eswatini, the Republic of Mozambique, and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo. The outgoing Chairperson of the SADC Organ, President Cyril
Ramaphosa, and the incoming Chairperson of the Organ, President Hakainde
Hichilema, participated in the meeting.

During the meeting in Maseru, the Troika of the SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and
Security Cooperation resolved that President Geingob would undertake a working visit
to the Kingdom of Eswatini for political consultations with His Majesty King Mswati 111
of the Kingdom of Eswatini to discuss the implementation of SADC decisions on
Eswatini.

Since becoming Chairperson of the SADC Organ in August 2022, President Geingob
has been steering the affairs of the Organ, commencing with meetings in New York
with the Panel of Elders Chaired by Former President Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania on
the margins of United Nations General Assembly in September 2022; the supervision
of the 7 October 2022 General Elections in the Kingdom of Lesotho, which were



declared free and fair by electoral observation missions, leading to the inauguration of
Prime Minister Sam Matekane on 28 October 2022.

Moreover, in pursuance of the objective of peace in the eastern DRC, the Chair of the
Organ, President Geingob held telephonic consultations between 30 October 2022
and 2 November 2022 with the President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
H.E. Félix Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo, H.E. President Paul Kagame of Rwanda,
including incoming Chair of the Organ, H.E. President Hakainde Hichilema of Zambia
and Outgoing Chair of the Organ, H.E. President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa.

The Organ on Politics, Defence and Security Cooperation was established under
Article 9 of the SADC Treaty. The mandate of the Chairperson of the SADC Organ
Troika is outlined in Article 4 of the SADC Protocol on Politics, Defence, and Security
Cooperation, which places on the Chairperson the responsibility for the overall policy
direction and achievement of the objectives of the Organ in promoting peace and
security in the SADC Region, in consultation with the SADC Organ Troika. President
Geingob will depart for the Kingdom of Eswatini on Friday, 18 November 2022 and will
return to Namibia the same day.
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SADC in Brief

SADC is an organisation of 16 Member States established in 1980 as the Southern African
Development Coordinating Conference (SADCC) and later, in August,1992 transformed into
the Southern African Development Community (SADC). The mission of SADC is to promote
sustainable and equitable economic growth and socio-economic development through
efficient, productive systems, deeper cooperation and integration, good governance and
durable peace and security; so that the region emerges as a competitive and effective player
in international relations and the world economy. Member States are Angola, Botswana,
Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.
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