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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The 13th Bulletin provides an update Supplies Platform (AMSP) which is an resources to Member States to

of the Global Vaccine Initiative and
how Member States could position
themselves for vaccine roll-out in the
very near future. The report provides
a case study of Mauritius' response to
COVID-19 and how the country has

dealt with the pandemic in a
successful manner.
The report further  provides

information on the Africa Medical

Africa wide platform that is accessible
to Member States, which enables
efficient, innovative and cutting edge
solutions to the procurement of
medical supplies and equipment.

Given the negative impact of
COVID-19 on the economies of the
world, International Financial
Institutions and International
Cooperating partners have availed

support economic recovery
programmes, the report details
information on the Member States
who have benefitted from this
programme. In this edition, we have
also documented and profiled, in
greater detail the impact of COVID-19
on the Law Enforcement and Security
Sector.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS TO MEMBER STATES

® Position themselves for the anticipated roll out of vaccines and also explore partnerships for resourcing

their vaccine needs.

COVID response.

d innovative procurement platform.

® Share information and learn from global, regional and national best practices in an effort to enhance their

sk the pandemic poses to economic
has been brought to an end or the virus

® Ensure extensive screening, testing, tracing and treatment and contribute to enforce public health
guidelines as economies open up.

d

Inerable, provide liquidity to prevent
their firms to ensure a quick restart

e Given the change in the recent patterns in crime ,Invest more resources to the police and other law

enforcement agencies to strengthen their law enforcement capacity

he components of the Regional Early
and generate early warning reports
ituations from developing into conflicts.
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1.GLOBAL EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SITUATION AND NEW

DEVELOPMENTS ON COVID-19 VACCINES

Cumulatively, nearly 27 million
COVID-19 cases and 900 000 related
deaths have been reported globally.
Over 1.8 million new cases and 37 000
new deaths were reported for the week
ending 6 September, a 5% increase in
the number of cases and a 2% decrease
in the number of deaths compared to
the previous week (24 to 30 August)

1.1 Updates on global COVID-19
vaccine initiatives

The global pandemic has already
caused the loss of hundreds of
thousands of lives and disrupted the
lives of billions more. As well as
reducing the tragic loss of life and
helping to get the pandemic under
control, the introduction of a vaccine
will prevent the loss of US$ 375 billion
to the global economy every month.
Global equitable access to a vaccine,
particularly protecting health care
workers and those most-at-risk is the
only way to mitigate the public health
and economic impact of the pandemic
(IMF;2020).

From the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, it became clear that to end
this global crisis we do not just need
COVID-19 vaccines, we also need to
ensure that everyone in the world has
access to them.

This triggered global leaders to call for a
solution that would accelerate the
development and manufacture of
COVID-19  vaccines, as well as
diagnostics and  treatment, and
guarantee rapid, fair and equitable
access to them for people in all
countries.

1.2 COVAX- a global effort for
access to COVID-19 vaccines

COVAX is a global collaboration, with
170 countries now involved and
collectively representing 70% of the
global population. It has the world’s
largest and most diverse portfolio of
COVID-19 vaccines, and as such
represents the world’s best hope of
bringing the acute phase of this
pandemic to a swift end. COVAX brings
together governments, global health
organisations, manufacturers, scientists,
private sector, civil society and
philanthropy, with the aim of providing
innovative and equitable access to
COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments and
vaccines. It is the only effort to ensure
that people in all corners of the world
will get access to COVID-19 vaccines
once they are available, regardless of
their wealth. More information on
COVAX can be found in the following
link:https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork
/covax-explained

1.3 Vaccine solidarity trials and
participation of SADC Member
States

As countries globally are positioning
themselves for a vaccine, there has been
progress that has been made by
scientists, governments and the
international community as a whole to
expedite the development of a safe and
effective COVID-19 vaccine in a
reasonably short time. Currently there
is no vaccine to prevent COVID-19.
However, trials are being conducted all
over the world and researchers are
working as quickly as possible to
develop a vaccine for COVID-19.
Historically, vaccines have taken 2 to 5

years to develop but with global effort
researchers could potentially develop a
vaccine in a shorter space of time with
the collaboration of several players and
stakeholders. Similar to pharmaceutical
products, vaccine development also
follows a rigorous preclinical and clinical
phases of trials. Of the 148 potential
vaccines that researchers are working
on, 17 are now in the human clinical trial
phase in the US, China, Brazil and
Germany, among others. One vaccine
trial is taking place in South Africa, it is
the first African trial of a COVID-19
vaccine. The South African Vaccine Trial
is testing the vaccine that was
developed by Oxford University’s
Jenner Institute, which is also being
tested in the UK and Brazil.

The trial in South Africa will involve
2,000 volunteers aged 18-65 years old,
including some HIV positive patients to
assess the safety of the vaccine and how
well it protects people. Developing a
vaccine is very important to ending the
pandemic, it is one of the most powerful
tools in public health and it would
provide long-term protection from
COVID-19. However, even though there
are some vaccines in the final phase of
clinical trials there are still many
challenges that are faced during the
testing stages which could delay how
quickly a vaccine is determined safe and
ultimately approved for human use.

It is also observed that some countries
may not be in a position to procure
vaccines due to exclusions associated
with income status, hence the call for
solidarity and a coordinated effort for
Member States to position themselves
to benefit from the vaccine roll-out in
the near future.

Number of COVID-19 cases reported weekly by WHO region, and total deaths, 30 December to 6 September 2020
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2.SADC REGION OUTLOOK

The table 1 below highlights the COVID-19 Situation in the SADC region as at 13 September 2020

Country Confirmed Cases Total deaths Recoveries  Active Cases Cases per m
Angola 3335 132 1289 1914 101
Botswana 2252 10 597 546 954
Comoros 456 7 415 34 522
DRC 10390 264 9756 370 115
Eswatini 5050 98 4188 739 4344
Lesotho 1245 33 528 684 580
Madagascar 15737 210 14349 1178 568
Malawi 5678 177 3724 1777 295
Mauritius 361 10 335 16 284
Mozambique 5040 35 2905 2100 160
Namibia 9604 96 5811 3695 3767
Seychelles 138 0 136 2 1401
South Africa 6E+05 15427 6E+05 56364 10903
Tanzania 509 21 183 305 9
Zambia 13466 312 12007 1147 729
Zimbabwe 7508 224 5675 1609 504
wal SADC 728983 17056 638321 72480 2228

The table shows a steady decline in
cases in most Member States, as most
Member States have reached the

peak. Despite this downward trend in
infections, Member States should
continue to implement the health

measures  as
authorities.

defined by health

2.1 Case Study on Mauritius - Mauritius’ timely and decisive response curbs COVID-19

WHO reports that Mauritius reported
the initial COVID-19 cases on 18
March, it took just five weeks to bring
down the infections from a cluster of
local cases to zero cases, becoming
the first in Africa to contain the spread
of COVID-19. The achievement is
largely credited to quick action in
enforcing a raft of stringent preventive
and control measures.

The national response was timely and
decisive. Soon after the first cases
were detected, Mauritius imposed a
nationwide lockdown, stepped up
screening, contact tracing and public
awareness on preventive measures.
The country also enhanced testing
and invested more resources in the
response, procuring medicines and
equipment. Rapid response teams
were set up and posted at each
regional hospital, and all health
workers involved in COVID-19
prevention and control equipped with
personal protective equipment. The

“The national task force on

COVID-19, which met daily and

chaired by Prime Minister

Jugnauth, made contact tracing,

testing and treatment the
cornerstones of the response.
“Meticulous contact tracing
helped the country to save
many lives”. -

Mauritius Health Minister
Dr Kailash Kumar Jagatpal
reported at the WHO Africa

Regional Committee 2020

wellbeing of health personnel. All
those working in quarantine or
treatment centres were given 10 days
off after each week of work, they
would then be tested twice, and
allowed to resume work if both tests
were negative. The island nation’s
experiences in managing malaria,
chikungunya and dengue outbreaks

system was a boon to COVID-19
detection and response. This success is
attributed to the high political
commitment, strong preparedness
and response coordination, in which
WHO played a key role.

In addition, the country’s advanced
public health system has played a
significant role in this success.
Mauritius spends about 5% of its GDP
on health. The sub-Saharan Africa
average is around 6.2%.

Mauritius  scores as well as
high-income countries in many health
indicators such as life expectancy,
infant or maternal mortality rates.
According to the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Mauritius, “it is crucial to
have an efficient health system at a
time when we are experiencing the
COVID-19 pandemic, the government
continues to invest significantly in the
health sector for both present and
future generations.”

government also ensured the and its well-established surveillance Source: WHO-AFRO; 2020
MAURITIUS SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
6.2%
5% GDP
' on Health
HEALTH THE AVERAGE GDP SPENT ON
HEALTH IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

IS AROUND 6.2%
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3. COMMUNITY FEEDBACK ON COVID-19 RISK PERCEPTION
FOLLOWING THE LIFTING OF LOCKDOWN MEASURES

As countries continue to open their
borders to movements of people and
goods, there is need to scale up risk
communication in order to mitigate
fears, misconceptions, stigma and
discrimination. This section of the
report documents the main trends in
community feedback reported by nine
agencies responding to COVID-19
across Southern Africa including;
CARE, International Federation of Red

Cross, Internews, Novetta/Africa CDC,
Oxfam, Save the Children, Shujaaz Inc.,
UNICEF and WHO for the month of
July/August 2020.

Responses  from 9  partners’
organizations that are supporting
Member States in the COVID-19
response feedback trends have been
reported.

The trends below from Eswatini,
Lesotho, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania and
Zimbabwe were observed through
community feedback channels that
included face-to-face discussions
during social mobilisation activities,
interactive radio shows, community
meetings, focus group discussions and
other channels.

-

Low and decreasing
risk perception

Non-compliance
and challenges with
preventive measures

To address concerns about
face masks

Misconceptions
and concerns about
face masks

Public awareness campaign for using face masks should include

influential persons such as celebrities, religious leaders and others
to advocate for the use of face masks

This campaign should also target important figures such as
politicians, uniformed personnel and others to highlight their
responsibility as role models

/
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4. JOINT SADC-UNECA -AFCDCWEBINAR ON
THE AFRICAN MEDICINE SUPPLY PLATFORM

Creating One African Market

WEBINAR

African Medicine Supply Platform

United Nations
Economic Commission

for Africa

_———

On the 4th of September the SADC
Secretariat in collaboration with the
United Nations Economic Commission
for Africa (UNECA) and the African
CDC organized a webinar to showcase
the African Medicine Supply Platform
(AMSP). The Webinar was attended by

10 countries including; Namibia,
Angola, Botswana, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Malawi, South
Africa, Eswatini, Mozambique,

Mauritius and Zimbabwe.

The African Medicine Supply Platform
(AMSP) is a joint initiative of UNECA,
African Centre for Disease Control
(CDQC), Afrexim bank and AU Special
Envoy, Strive Masiyiwa. It was created
to address the challenges as a result of
COVID-19, with a view to promote
access to safe and affordable quality
medicines in Africa, through pooled
procurement, as well as capacitating
local production for improved health
outcomes, in line with the objectives

Area (AfCFTA). The platform also
places a strong emphasis on
showcasing products made in Africa.
In addition to actively sourcing and
showcasing local and international
certification, a first right of refusal is
given to African manufacturers and
African carriers whenever possible.
Member States are encouraged to
make use of the platform to facilitate
smooth procurement of health
commodities and supplies.

of the African Continental Free Trade

5. BORDER SITUATION UPDATES IN THE SADC REGION

SADC Member States have continued
to ease economic measures and are
progressively opening national and
international air, maritime and land
traffic to push for post-COVID
economic recoveries.

ngu Ports operational but at limited capacity;

ships subject to health checks and in some cases
quaranting,

The figure below depicts some of the
border points that have been opened
in Member States and some key
considerations  for travelers and
business. (See table above)

mobile lanoratary Working eficiently with siow
customs clearance but no congestion at lunga
lunga and Isebania barders,

Madagascar: All commercial borders and sea
ENtry points are open to Cargo Movements,
Ships subjected to health checks and possible
quarantine, International cargo must stay in
the harbour for 15 days. Temparary
suspension of exportations of phytosanitary
and essential oil product

n{ﬂmﬁl
COMO
e

Mapst

Angola; Lockdowns in the province of Luanda
and the municipality of Cazengo (Cuanza Norte
province) have been extended until 09 August
hampering inter province movements

Crsnstian i)

Jtamoudzou

Zimbabwe: Land borders with Mozambique and
South Africa still open for cargo mavements, All
cross-border cargo transport subjected to health
screenings. Alrports and customs operating at
limited capacities. Harare has been put on
Iockdown, impacting Air and Land cargo access.

Mazambique: Limited
charter suppiy for air
cargo. Port operating
at reduced capacity
and crew not
permitted to leave

the vessel. Fareign ToCURA

truckers subjected to
restrictions into Port
of Maputo,

Botswana COVID 19 Clearance certificates are required
{24 hr Validity) to enter Botswana and drivers are
subject to further screening and testing, Drivers
transiting via the Trans Kalahari Corridor are expected
to await an escort from Lobatse Stadium.

BOTSWANA

mnan

NAMIEIA

s Ear €Y

Namibia: There is extensive screening at various
border entries for truckers and mandatory 14-day
quaranitine at the border into Zambia via Katima, Air
cargo [s nat permitted

Ban e Pon closed for m Border Closed [ | Regional Bureau Primary Road

passengers
South Africa; Authorities are now processing documentation T E— €D Border Open Country Office 'hmemdfmna\
for all products; all barders are open and processing mmamnihnard Border Status # National Capital il
documentation with strict preventative measures, Terminals delays as med‘m“ + Wajor Town Armistice or
and ports operating normally for carga with reduced e @xperts check e Opari —= Intamationel

Glabal HRP adminisirative line

manpawer impacting efficlency, no passenger Nights allowed crews at s RestrictEd] Zlcwntry

anchorage Closed

@ Key port - Cpen

Surface Waterbody

(Source WFP-RBJ)
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6. COVID-19 SUPPORT FROM MULTILATERAL FINANCIAL

INSTITUTIONS AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATING PARTNERS

The SADC Council of Ministers during
its meeting on the 18 August 2020
directed Secretariat to share Bi-weekly
updates on available resources from
Multilateral Financial Institutions and
International Cooperating Partners
supporting the fight against COVID-19.
The status on the support by IMF and
World Bank has not changed from the
previous report. Therefore, the focus
for this report is on the support
provided by African Development
Bank Group and African Export-Import
Bank.

6.1 African Development Bank
Group

The African Development Bank (AfDB)
has introduced measures aimed at
supporting African countries to curb
the spread of COVID-19 and cushion its
negative impacts on economies and
livelihoods. The African Development
Bank Group has mobilized $10 billion
to create the COVID-19 Rapid
Response Facility. The $10 billion
facility will benefit governments and
the private sector; $3 billion social
bond has reached the entire continent
and $2 million grant for the World
Health Organization. The overarching
goal is to lessen the economic and
social impact of the pandemic. Specific
country provisions under this facility
have not yet been made public. This
intervention is also be aimed at
supporting efforts on containing the
spread of the virus, increasing public
resources allocated to the health
sector; and boosting the resilience of
the most vulnerable communities, as
well as to maintain livelihoods and
shore up domestic business and
industry in order to maintain the
production system and pave the way
for rapid recovery. The ADF SADC
Member States such as Lesotho,
Malawi, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Zambia and Zimbabwe received
financial support for reinforcing
capacity to coordinate pandemic
response measures, including
surveillance and sensitization in the six
beneficiary countries. Other recently
approved financial packages are
summarized below:

Angola

On 15 April 2020, AfDB approved a $40
million financial package to Support
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
during COVID-19 consisting of a $32
million line of credit from the African
Development Bank and an additional
$8 million in parallel financing from the
Africa Growing Together Fund (AGTF)
from the African Development Bank

and an additional $8 million in parallel
financing from the Africa Growing
Together Fund, a co-financing fund
sponsored by the People’s Bank of
China and administered by the African
Development Bank.

\"\\
'.o:~

$2 BILLION

The facility provides a long-term
financing required by BMA, one of the
largest commercial banks in Angola
and a leading financier of domestic
firms, especially SMEs. This loan will
support the expansion needs of
growth-oriented small and

medium-sized  enterprises  (SMEs)
operating mostly in agriculture,
agro-industry and domestic

manufacturing. The package will also
help to create direct and indirect jobs,
contribute critically needed foreign
exchange savings through import
substitution; and lay a foundation to
boost exports to neighbouring
countries. The support is also aimed to
stimulating job creation through a
diversified pipeline of projects, which
will contribute towards Angola’s efforts
to achieve inclusive and sustainable
growth as well as economic
diversification in a country heavily
reliant on oil export revenues.

Mauritius

The African Development Bank has
approved a €188 million euro loan to
the Republic of Mauritius to finance a
national budget support programme
to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The purpose of the COVID-19 Rapid
Response Facility (CRF), established by

the Mauritian Government, is to
support the national response fighting
the ongoing outbreak, and to mitigate
the adverse economic and social
effects of the disease.

The response entails three pillars: to
consolidate health systems; to protect
livelihoods, income security and access
to essential goods and services; and to
build a resilient private sector as a
prelude to the recovery of the
economy. The CRF aims to bolster
preparedness and  support  for
vulnerable groups and the informal
sector, while also funding social
protection schemes, reducing job
losses and strengthening the resilience
of micro, small and medium-sized
enterprises (MSMEs). While the most
vulnerable  will be the main
beneficiaries of this programme, it also
covers workers in the informal sector,
especially citizens facing layoffs due to
COVID-19 impact.

Seychelles

In June 2020, Seychelles was granted a
$10 million loan to support the
government’s  COVID-19  response
program. The loan will be used for
macroeconomic stabilization,
strengthening national health
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic;
and safeguarding livelihoods and
social safety nets. This is on the
backdrop of a sharp decline in
revenues. The support will also help
the Seychelles government to
effectively respond to immense
financial burden as it works to enhance
the country’s health systems, mitigate
job losses and redress lost business
and household incomes.

The economic consequences of the
COVID-19 pandemic have been more
devastating than the disease itself in
Seychelles. Tourism is one of the worst
hit-industries globally, yet it is the main
source of income for Seychelles,
accounting for 25 percent of its GDP.
The Bank’s support augments the
government’s  efforts aimed at
cushioning the country against the
impacts of the pandemic.

The crisis response program is aligned
with the Bank Group Ten-Year
Strategy-TYS (2013-2022) and the Hi5s
priorities, specifically “improve the
quality of life of the people of Africa”
The operation is also aligned with the
Bank’s Seychelles’ Country Strategy
Paper (2016-2020), which aims at
stimulating private sector activity in
support of economic diversification
though policy reforms.

SADC REGIONAL RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC: BULLETIN NO. 13
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Zimbabwe

In May 2020, the AfDB under African
Development  Fund  (ADF) 14
Transition Support Facility approved a
grant to the tune of $13.7 million to
strengthen health system, boost
anti-COVID-19 efforts in Zimbabwe.
The fund was granted to support
lifeline  for  targeted  frontline
responders and health personnel and
boost the country’s Global Health
Security Index in the wake of the novel
coronavirus  pandemic. This  will
support 15 high-density urban
suburbs in Harare, satellite townships
and targeted health facilities in other
areas of the country.

Activities under the project include
boosting  capacity in  COVID-19
prevention and management
protocols for healthcare personnel and
populations in targeted regions and
increasing access to COVID-19 hand
washing facilities in Harare, satellite
townships and other affected regions.
The project will also supply COVID-19
medical equipment and laboratory test
kits, personal protective equipment
(PPEs); set up handwashing facilities
through rehabilitation/construction of
boreholes; and training of healthcare
personnel and laboratory technicians
at community level on COVID-19
prevention and case management
protocols.

Zimbabwe Ministry of Health and Child
Care is implementing the project in
collaboration with World Health
Organization. The project is expected
to directly benefit over 680,000
people. It enhances the on-going
planned activities to contribute to
strengthening the resilience of the
health system, while protecting the
livelihoods of the  vulnerable
population in Zimbabwe beyond the
end of the pandemic.

6.2 African Export-Import Bank

The African Export-Import Bank has
pledged $3 billion in resources to
assist member countries, including its
private sector, respond to the crisis. The
set of tools includes lines of credit,
guarantees, or swaps, among others.
Its focus is to relieve most of the
indirect effects of the pandemic
including high risks of debt distress
and countries severely affected by the
decline in oil and gas and mining
sectors.

The African Export-Import Bank
(Afreximbank) PATIMFA facility will
help African countries deal with the
economic and health impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. PATIMFA provides
financing to assist Afreximbank

member countries to adjust in an
orderly manner to the financial,
economic and health services shocks
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The focus is to assist its Member
States to:

o meet trade debt payments;

e support and stabilize the foreign
exchange reserves of central banks
of member countries;

e manage any sudden fiscal revenue
declines as a result of reduced
export earnings; and

® trade finance facilities for import of
urgent needs to combat the
pandemic.

Economic performance
in the third quarter of
2020 is expected to
improve compared to the
previous quarter as
countries have partially
or wholly eased
restrictions depending on
a country’s preparedness
for a surge in infections.

In terms of recipients, governments of
member states are taking the lead to
apply for the support. The majority of
funds are channelled to the health,
social, and economic ministries on the
frontline of the national response.
Most countries have set up special
COVID-19 programs that are receiving
technical health support from bilateral
development agencies such as Enabel,
AFD, and DFID.

6.3 Post COVID-19 Recovery
Measures

The extreme social distancing/
lockdowns introduced across the
world in March 2020 in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic resulted in a more
severe economic downturn than
initially anticipated. The COVID-19
induced economic crisis, which the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has
called “The Great Lockdown”, has
turned out to be the greatest
economic calamity since the Great
Depression. The severity and speed of
the declines in economic output,
employment, and consumption during
the Great Lockdown were far greater
than at the onset of the Great
Depression. The degree of the
economic disruption is, however,
varied across countries depending on
factors than include a country’s

pre-pandemic economic wellbeing;
economic structure in terms of
diversification;  preparedness  and
robustness of response mechanism;

fiscal headroom; health system
development; technological
advancement; and infrastructure

adequacy.

Impact of the COVID-19 resulted in a
contraction in economic performance
in the second quarter of 2020
compared to the previous quarter
except for China which recorded a
growth. The Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and  Development
(OECD) and  European  Union
economies contracted by 9.8 percent
and 11.7% respectively. In the second
quarter of 2020, South Africa recorded
a 16 percent decline in gross domestic
product (GDP) between the first and
second quarters of 2020, giving an
annualised economic contraction of
51%. The significant economic
contraction of the biggest economy in
the SADC region shed light on how the
regional economy was decimated by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The varying degrees of responsiveness
and scale of supportive policies by the
central banks and governments will
result in uneven fragile economic
recovery. The pandemic disrupted
both the demand and supply side of
global value chains, resultantly
spending will fall, owing to households’
and firms’ weakened balance sheets
and strong precautionary behaviour
induced by uncertainty about the
course of the pandemic and the policy
responses to it. Additionally, firm

bankruptcies will destroy
organizational and informational
capital.

The  post-COVID
transform the structure of the
economy as upholding social
distancing and health protocols will
affect economic activities that involve
close human contact thus changing
consumption and production patterns.
Resultantly, the expanding sectors are
much less labour-intensive and more
skill-intensive leveraging on new
technologies which distort the labour
market. Even as economic activities
improve, employment rates will not
return to pre-crisis levels because not
all companies will reopen nor retain
the pre-pandemic staffing levels
resulting in redundancy and structural
unemployment. Consequently, the
International Labour Organization
(ILO) estimates that about 400 million
full-time jobs globally were lost in the
second quarter of 2020 and World
Bank estimated that more than 100
million people will be driven into
extreme poverty by the coronavirus
pandemic.

economy  will

PAGE 8

SADC REGIONAL RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC: BULLETIN NO. 13



Though the world has learned to live
with the virus, a robust sustainable
economic recovery is unlikely
without a permanent medical
solution such as a vaccine, or
therapies with proven success in
treating COVID-19 virus. Lingering
uncertainty about the virus and the
fear of recurring outbreaks are
weighing on mobility and the
confidence of consumers and
businesses. Notwithstanding the
downside risk of the second round of

surge in infections which can
undermine the economic recovery
prospects, the following

recommendations can assist in
ensuring a sustained and stronger
economic recovery:

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
SUSTAINED AND STRONGER
ECONOMIC RECOVERY

e Building well-resourced and
resilient health systems to
mitigate the risk the pandemic
poses to economic recovery.
There can be no economic
recovery until the health crisis
has been brought to an end or
the virus has been contained.

® As economies open up,
authorities are urged to ensure
extensive screening, testing,
tracing and treatment.
Additionally, authorities should
continue encouraging people to
continue complying with health
protocols as well as upholding
high hygiene standards and
social distancing.

® Most relief measures to
individuals and corporates have
ceased or are about to cease
because no one envisaged that
the pandemic will be on-going
for this long and will have such
severe impact. Member States
are encouraged to continue with
the relief measures and safety
nets to protect the vulnerable,
provide liquidity to prevent
unnecessary bankruptcies, and
maintain links between workers
and their firms to ensure a quick
restart when the time comes.
However, this will have financial
implication which will further
worsen Member States fiscal
positions and debt level.

7.LAW
ENFORCEMENT
AND SECURITY

7.1 COVID-19 impact of the
sector

Law enforcement and security have
been affected directly and indirectly
and in a variety of ways. With most
Member States enforcing lockdown
regulations, the rate of conventional
crimes such as drug trafficking, motor
vehicle theft, house robbery, etc
substantially reduced due to
restricted movement of people and
increased police visibility on the
streets.

As Member States focused their
efforts to prioritize the prevention
and combating of COVID-19, the
fight against transnational organised
crime has been negatively impacted,
as a significant proportion of the
available policing capacity has been
re-directed to focus on the COVID-19
response. Consequently, criminals
have seized the opportunity to
exploit the resultant vacuum. The
pandemic fuelled a high demand for
certain goods such as drugs, personal
protective equipment,
pharmaceutical products and other
medical equipment, which organised
criminal elements were willing to
provide illegally.

The COVID-19 situation has also
resulted in an increase in cybercrime
which already was a major problem
not just in the region but also across
the globe. The restrictions which
Member States have imposed on
movements of people have led
citizens to resort to digital platforms
to do financial transactions. The use
of digital platforms has also been
encouraged by financial institutions
as a way of reducing face to face
contact to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19. However, this provided an
opportunity for an escalation of
cyber threats, ranging from malicious
emails, malware, ransomware and an
increase in data being stolen from
users and breaches within the video
conferencing platforms as recently
reported by the South African
Council for Scientific Industrial
Research.
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Source: https://www.prison-insider.com/en/articles/afrique-coronavirus-la-fievre-des-prisons
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" 7.2 Decontamination of Service
Staions

Temporary closures of some police
stations for decontamination also
continued in the region as some police
officers tested positive for COVID-19,
with deaths being recorded in some
cases. Consequently, this has impacted
on service delivery to the respective
communities where these officers were
located. On the other hand, the number
of positive cases increased amongst
soldiers and prison officers as well as
inmates throughout the region with
fatalities reported in some instances.

The region also noted an escalation of
violent attacks on innocent civilians in
certain parts resulting in people being
internally displaced. This has further
complicated the humanitarian situation
that is already under strain from the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Security
situation in some Member States
continues to be compromised in the
wake of accusations and
counter-accusations mainly between
opposition and leadership. On the one
hand the political opposition are seen as
taking advantage of the economic
hardships brought about by the
COVID-19 pandemic lockdown
restrictions, and the alleged corruption
in the handling of COVID-19 supply
contracts and cash disbursements, to
mobilize people to agitate for change.
Conversely, Governments are being
seen as using the COVID-19 pandemic as
a disquise to constrain the political
space especially for opposing views.
There are also increasing calls for
Governments to decisively deal with
corruption following allegations of
misappropriation of COVID-19 funds by
senior government officials and senior
politicians.

7.3 Best Practices, Opportunities
and Lessons Learnt

In order to ensure that law enforcement
remains effective amidst the pandemic,
Member States were compelled to fast
track their technological measures to
ensure that policing functions can still
be conducted. This has included
amongst others, advanced technology
in police capacity development, crime
intelligence and crime investigation,
especially in the cyber environment.

Normal limitations on day to day
policing  operations/methods  has
demonstrated that Police cannot

function in isolation; that there is need
for continuous integrated methods and
partnerships in the quest for the
resolution of crime. Different key
stakeholders across Government and
inclusive of Non State Actors have been
engaged to provide a whole of system
approach to managing crime and
criminality. On migration, cross-border
restrictive measures are still in place.
Only those transporting essential goods
are allowed to cross borders and
returning citizens and residents who will

be subjected to health protocols as
prescribed by the different Member
States. In order to manage COVID-19 in
prison settings occasioned by amongst
others overcrowding, Member States
have initiated measures to address
COVID-19 that include:

@ suspension of visits;

e COVID-19 screening campaigns in
prisons;

® awareness raising campaigns and
other measures such as early release
of prisoners

7.4 Challenges and
Recommendations for
Member States

The impact of COVID-19 in the region
has also posed some challenges that are
beyond just its management. Concerns
have been raised about the increased
exposure to COVID-19 amongst officers
who are operating at the frontline to
provide  security and  enforce
regulations. These officers in some
Member States are required among
other things to escort the delivery of
Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs),
enforcement of the lockdown measures,
enforcing social distancing and contact
tracing. The performance of these
activities heighten the risk of exposure.
There is need therefore for frontline
officers to be adequately resourced with
PPEs.

The region has also experienced a rise in
some crimes and a change in trends and
patterns of some. Gender based
violence has been noted to increase. This
change in pattern for crime calls for
more resources to be allocated to the
police and other law enforcement
agencies to strengthen their law
enforcement capacity Member States
and the Regional Early Warning Centre
(REWC), as the components of the
Regional Early Warning System should
continue to share
information/intelligence and generate
early warning reports for decision
makers in order to ensure early actions
and prevent situations from developing
into conflicts. In the same vein, the
Regional Early Warning Architecture will
continue using Insecurity and Conflict
Indicators as guidelines on monitoring
the COVID-19 pandemic to enhance
cooperation with other sectors at
regional, continental and global levels.
This aids timely dissemination of
information on peace and security and
engenders timely responses to prevent
conflict.

8.STANDARDS
AND QUALITY

With the COVID-19 outbreak, most of
the regional activities on quality
infrastructure have been affected.
However, since Quality infrastructure
has an important role to play as an
enabler of smooth cross border trade or
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as support in the detection and
treatment of COVID-19 patients, the
principles of quality and standards have
been applied by all the SADC Member
States in the procurement and
distribution of COVID-19 related
commodities. Across the globe
including in the African continent as well
as SADC Member States, different
initiatives were taken to contribute to
lessening the impact of the pandemic
on peoples’ lives. Among other
contributions, Standards for face masks,

hand  sanitizers, ventilators and
component were developed. The
International Organization for
Standardizations availed, gratis,

standards that are relevant to the
pandemic and in that way contributed
to the bid to save lives. In this regard,
SADC Member States, like other
countries of the world, benefitted from
being members of the global standards
community.

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, Africa
had two countries with laboratory
capabilities for testing, South Africa and
Senegal. The Pan-African  Quality
stock-taking had indicated that as at
2017, only five countries in Africa had
fairly advanced quality infrastructure
with most of SADC Member States,
categorized as reasonably or partially
developed. In the SADC region, South
Africa has a fairly advanced technical
infrastructure and the COVID-19
outbreak in South Africa has put this
technical infrastructure to the test. The
level of resilience that the country has
shown during the pandemic has proven
the importance of having a robust
national quality infrastructure. This
would include such capabilities as the
identifying and controlling the disease
through testing and quarantine regimes.

RECOMMENDATIONS
TO MEMBER STATES
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