PRESS RELEASE
SADC RESPONDS TO ALLEGATIONS BY ALLIANCE FLAUVE CONGO/M23

14" April 2025, Gaborone, Botswana: The Southern African Development Community
(SADC) has noted with deep concern the contents of an official communiqué issued on 12
April 2025 by the Alliance Flauve Congo/March 23 Movement (M23), which alleges that the
SADC Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (SAMIDRC) has engaged in joint military
operations alongside the Armed Forces of the DRC (FARDC), the Demacratic Forces for the
Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), and the Wazalendo militia in Goma against M23.

SADC firmly refutes these allegations. SAMIDRC has not participated in any joint operations
as claimed. These assertions are both inaccurate and misleading.

In alignment with the directive of the SADC Summit of Heads of State and Government,
SAMIDRC is currently implementing a structured and coordinated withdrawal from the DRC.

SADC further reaffirms its commitment to the agreements reached during the consultative
engagement held on 28 March 2025 in Goma between SADC and the leadership of M23. The
Organisation remains dedicated to supporting peaceful and diplomatic efforts aimed at
achieving lasting stability in the eastern DRC. The SADC Secretariat urges all parties to act
responsibly, refrain from the spread of misinformation, and work collectively toward de-
escalation and the restoration of peace in the region.

For general enquiries:

Brigadier Molatlhegi M. Ntelamo, Head of Planning Element, SADC Secretariat email,
mntelamo@sadc.int. Media enquiries, * Ms. Barbara Lopi, Head of Communication and
Public Relations at the SADC Secretariat, email, blopi@sadc.int with a copy to
prinfo@sadc.int

SADC in Brief

SADC is an organisation of 16 Member States established in 1980 as the Southern African Development
Coordinating Conference (SADCC) and later, in August,1992 transformed into the Southern African Development
Community (SADC). The mission of SADC is to promote sustainable and equitable economic growth and socio-
economic development through efficient, productive systems, deeper cooperation and integration, good
governance and durable peace and security; so that the region emerges as a competitive and effective player in
international relations and the world economy. Member States are Angola, Botswana, Comoros, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Seychelles, South
Africa, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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