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The need of a Common Integrated Food 
Security Analyses and Classification System

– Difficult to include different sectors in FS analyses 
and classification

– Areas and livelihood/social groups classified – Areas and livelihood/social groups classified 
differently and not comparable

– Lack of consensus by stakeholders

– Conclusions are difficult to communicate



Core Essences of the IPC

What it is:What it is:

– Classification System for Current FS Situation Current FS Situation in a wider 
Context

–– MetaMeta--analysesanalyses: big-view of areas of any size or livelihood 
groups

– Approach to merge merge data and information from various – Approach to merge merge data and information from various 
sources  

– Approach to facilitate discussions and consensus discussions and consensus among 
different stakeholders and sectors

– Approach to prioritize areas prioritize areas and groups

– Approach to communicate conclusionscommunicate conclusions

– Tool to inform immediate and longer term response inform immediate and longer term response analyses



The Integrated Food Security 
Classification (IPC)

What it is not:What it is not:

– Methodology to analyse primary data

– Data collection or information system– Data collection or information system

– Response Analyses 

– Limited/biased to any analytical methodology



IPC’s 
Components

1. Phase Classification 
Reference table
– Lists the 5 key phases 

– Defines the conditions of 
outcomes associated with outcomes associated with 
each phase

– Lists the types of 
intervention that might be 
appropriate in each phase 

– Early Warning Levels 



IPC’s Components
2. Analyses Templates
• Templates that set out the evidence to support the phase 

classification in a evidence-based and transparent manner. 
•Template 1: 
determine phase & 
early warning level
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in a transparent manner. 
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•Template 3: Info. to 
identify middle & long 
term interventions 
(supporting livelihoods 
& addressing underlying 
causes)



IPC’s 
Components

3. Cartographic Protocols

• Standardized conventions 
for preparing phase 
classification maps 



IPC’s Components
4. Tables of Population
Standard  table used to estimate the  number of people in each phase  

by administrative unit, livelihood system or socio-economic 
status
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