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There was a significant reduction in rains in most
parts of the region in the period 21-31 March
2009. The central and southern parts of the region
were largely dry, with only a few areas getting
light showers. Even though the rainfall season is
nearing its end, these areas are expected to receive
more rains in the period under review. Meanwhile,

there were some good rains received in north-
eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo,
northern Malawi, northern Mozambique, north-
eastern Zambia and the uni-modal rainfall areas of
Tanzania. Madagascar also received some
widespread moderate to heavy rains in the period.

Floods Update

Despite the significant reduction in rains in recent
weeks, flooding is still widespread in the Zambezi,
Kavango and Chobe Basins, affected low lying
areas in Angola, Botswana, Namibia and Zambia.
Authorities from the disaster management institutions are out in the field in the affected countries
to monitor the flooding events and assess the damage caused. Reports from the ground in
Namibia suggested that inundated areas were still on the increase in the Chobe and Zambezi
basins. In some areas of Zambia’s Western Province, reports suggest that flood waters are
receding following reduced rains.

Crop Conditions Summary

Crop specific water balance models indicate that this season, cereal crops in the southern half of
the region have received well distributed rainfall and as a result many areas in the southern half
of the region have a potential to attain better than average yields. Such areas include most parts
of the maize growing region in South Africa, crop-growing areas in eastern Botswana, southern
Zimbabwe and parts of southern Mozambique. Parts of central Malawi, northern Mozambique
and central Tanzania, are also predicted to have a potential for better than average yields, when
considering only the water availability throughout the growing season. In most other areas of the
region, models suggest that near normal yields could be realised. However, in north-eastern
Zimbabwe, parts of central Mozambique, and parts of southern Malawi and parts of western
Tanzania, the water balance analysis indicates that the water availability this season was less than
that for the last few years, and thus there is potential of yield reduction due to poor rainfall
distribution.
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