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There was a significant reduction in rains in most
parts of the region in the period 21-31 March
2009. The central and southern parts of the region
were largely dry, with only a few areas getting
light showers. Even though the rainfall season is
nearing its end, these areas are expected to receive
more rains in the period under review. Meanwhile,

there were some good rains received in north-
eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo,
northern Malawi, northern Mozambique, north-
eastern Zambia and the uni-modal rainfall areas of
Tanzania. Madagascar also received some
widespread moderate to heavy rains in the period.

Floods Update

Despite the significant reduction in rains in recent
weeks, flooding is still widespread in the Zambezi,
Kavango and Chobe Basins, affected low lying
areas in Angola, Botswana, Namibia and Zambia.
Authorities from the disaster management institutions are out in the field in the affected countries
to monitor the flooding events and assess the damage caused. Reports from the ground in
Namibia suggested that inundated areas were still on the increase in the Chobe and Zambezi
basins. In some areas of Zambia’s Western Province, reports suggest that flood waters are
receding following reduced rains.

Crop Conditions Summary

Crop specific water balance models indicate that this season, cereal crops in the southern half of
the region have received well distributed rainfall and as a result many areas in the southern half
of the region have a potential to attain better than average yields. Such areas include most parts
of the maize growing region in South Africa, crop-growing areas in eastern Botswana, southern
Zimbabwe and parts of southern Mozambique. Parts of central Malawi, northern Mozambique
and central Tanzania, are also predicted to have a potential for better than average yields, when
considering only the water availability throughout the growing season. In most other areas of the
region, models suggest that near normal yields could be realised. However, in north-eastern
Zimbabwe, parts of central Mozambique, and parts of southern Malawi and parts of western
Tanzania, the water balance analysis indicates that the water availability this season was less than
that for the last few years, and thus there is potential of yield reduction due to poor rainfall
distribution.
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Country Summaries

Lesotho

Dry weather prevailed in most parts of the country in the third dekad of March, with all areas recording
less than 10mm total rainfall. Seasonal rainfall totals remain normal to above normal for the whole
country. Frost time has arrived for some parts of the country and there were reports of crop destruction
due to frost in areas around Semonkong in the central part of the country. Some of the crop had already
matured by the time the frost attack occurred. Crops had reached maturity stage in most parts of the
country and the recent dry spells have not had a significant impact on the crops. Crop conditions ranged
from fair to good, but the crops not yet matured were facing the threats of frost attacks, particularly in the
mountains.

Madagascar

The northern, eastern and southern parts of the country received some moderate to heavy rains in the
third dekad of March 2009. Reports from the country show that several areas recorded more than 100mm
of rain in the period, the maximum recorded being 195.3mm at Farafangana in the southern part of the
country. Lighter rains were received in the central parts of the country in the same period. Seasonal
rainfall has been average to above average in most of the country and has generally been good for crop
development.

Malawi

During the third dekad of March 2009, moderate to heavy rains were reported in most parts of the
country, with a number of stations receiving more than 100mm in the period. The rains received were
above average in most of the country, but were not well distributed within the period, with most stations
having less than 4 rainy days. While the rains were good for water resources and soil moisture for
development of winter crops, the persistence of wet weather hampered harvesting and drying of matured
crops, in the central and southern parts of the country. However, rainfall activity is expected to decrease
in the southern parts but still continue in the northern parts of the country. Seasonal rainfall has been
above average in most parts of the country and has supported good crop development. Crop condition
was reportedly better than last season and was at maturity stage in the northern parts and drying and
harvesting stages in the southern and central parts of the country. Harvesting is underway in the southern
parts of the country.

Mauritius

The island received an average monthly rainfall total of 376mm over the sugar cane areas for the month
of March 2009, which represented 149% of the long-term mean of 252mm. Rainfall was well above the
long-term means in all sectors of the country in the month. Cumulative rainfall for the period October
2008 to March 2009 amounted to 1241 mm, which is slightly higher than the long-term mean of
1200mm for the island for that period. Reports from the Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute
(MSIRI) indicate that weather during March 2009, and the entire summer rainfall season in general, has
favoured good sugar cane elongation in all sectors and has resulted islandwise in the total cane height
which exceeds that of the 2008 crop and also the normal. The overall stand of the 2009 sugar cane crop is
therefore good and is indicative of a normal crop.

Namibia

The country witnessed a significant decline in rainfall in the month of March 2009 compared to the
previous month. There was only some light to moderate showers mainly in the first 10 days of the
month; with the last 10 days of the month being dry at almost all places. Very few areas had more than
100mm total rainfall in the month. While widespread flooding persisted throughout the month, river
levels began declining following decreased rainfall in some parts of the affected basins. Reports from the
country suggest that large areas are still inundated and the problem is still set to continue for a few more
weeks because of flows from upstream.

South Africa

Most parts of the country were dry in the third dekad of March 2009, with most areas receiving less than
10mm in the period, with the exception of the Kwazulu-Natal province where some isolated showers
were received and some areas in the province had up to 50mm of rain. The maize crop was at maturity
stage in most parts of the country, with only a few areas having the crop at late grain filling stages. Crop
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