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Regional Overview 
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Moderate to heavy rains were received in 
southern Angola, and large parts of Namibia. In 
these areas rainfall totals were above average. 
Although these heavy seasonal rains are expected 
to continue, major reservoirs within the Zambezi 
basin, such as the Kariba Dam, are capable of 
absorbing excess rainfall from upstream. 
Elsewhere, rains were below average in most 
other parts of the region. Very light rains were 
received in the central and eastern parts of the 
region, covering Zimbabwe, central and southern 
Mozambique, Botswana, Swaziland, and central 
and southern Malawi. Light to moderate rains 
were received in the northern parts of the region, 
covering Zambia, northern Mozambique, 
southern Tanzania and northern Madagascar. 
Lesotho and central South Africa received some 
moderate rains. 

In the meantime, extended dry spells in the 
areas highlighted in figure 2, including northern 
Zimbabwe, central and southern Mozambique, 
and southern Malawi are presenting a concern 
for farmers in these areas. Rainfall totals for the 
past thirty days has been well below average in 
these areas, and this has led to moisture stress 
and could lead to crop failure. 
 
Seasonal Rainfall Outlook Highlights for 
Period March to May 2009 
�  Above-normal rains over northeast 

continental SADC, and most of Madagascar. 
�  Normal to above – normal rainfall is 

expected over most parts of continental 
SADC, south and eastern Madagascar and 
Mauritius. 

�  Northern DRC and most of Tanzania, and the southwest of SADC region expected to 
experience normal to below normal rainfall. (Full report from SADC Drought Monitoring 
Centre at, www.sadc.int/fanr.)  
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