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Good rains covered most parts of the region in the third dekad of January 2009. The central parts 
received moderate to heavy rains during this period, with the heaviest falls being received in the 
western parts of Zambia and the south-eastern parts of 
Angola. Below average rains were received in the 
eastern parts - covering northern Zimbabwe, northern 
Mozambique, southern Malawi and northern 
Madagascar.  
Above average January rainfall was witnessed in 
eastern Angola, Botswana, northern Namibia, 
northern South Africa, western Zambia, and southern 
Zimbabwe. Meanwhile, monthly rainfall was well 
below normal in eastern parts of Tanzania with the 
exception of a few isolated areas in the northern coast. 
Water balance models suggest that rainfall 
performance has generally been adequate to sustain a 
healthy maize crop in most parts of the region.  A 
major exception is the northern and eastern parts of 
Tanzania where drought conditions are being 
experienced. The short-season (Vuli) crops largely 
failed and now the poor rainfall performance in the 
uni-modal rainfall areas threatens to destroy crops in eastern parts of the country. Reports from 
the country indicate that crops are wilting in these areas. 
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Figure 2 

Tanzania: Modelled Crop condition as 
of January 31, 2009 
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