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Background to the Side Event

According to the Forum for Agricultural Resource Husbandry (FARA, 2006) unless current trends
of land degradation are dramatically reversed, Africa will fail to achieve Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) targets by 2015 despite the abundant land and water resources
that the region is endowed with. This is likely to aggravate the situation of the majority of
farmers in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) incarcerated in a vicious cycle of poverty, food insecurity
and natural resource degradation. The overarching framework guiding agricultural
development in Africa is the Comprehensive Africa Agricultural Development Programme
(CAADP). Both CAADP Pillar 1 (Water and Land Resource Management) and Pillar 4 (Agricultural
research, technology dissemination and adoption) and the Southern Africa Development
Community’s Implementation and Coordination of Agricultural Research and Training (ICART)
programme, place emphasis on natural resource management, especially strengthening soil-
water management to increase agricultural productivity and incomes. Furthermore, efforts at
responding to these challenges are further undermined by new emerging challenges,
particularly climate change. Although many technologies have been developed in the past by
both national and international agricultural research and training institutions, they have

L ICARTis a five-year regional project, funded under the 9th European Development Funds (9th EDF), implemented by the SADC
Secretariat, within the Agricultural Research and Development Unit of the FANR Directorate. The project runs from January
2006 to December 2010 and is valued at Euro 15 million.

1|Page



remained largely inaccessible to especially farmers and policy makers or where it has been
accessible, adoption remains low as witnessed in the limited use of good agricultural practices
(GAP) related to soil and water management. In particular, research outputs from universities
remain largely unknown, contributing to limited visibility of universities in the research and
development process.

Networking in the Soils

A number of networks/ communities of practice already exist for improving sharing of lessons
in the soil and water networking arena. Among them are the African network for soil biology
and fertility (AFNET), a network of the Tropical Soil Biology and Fertility Institute with objective
to strengthen and sustain stakeholder capacity to generate, share and apply soil fertility
management knowledge and skills to contribute to the welfare of farming communities; the
Soil Science Society of East Africa (SSSEA) and; the Soil Fertility Consortium for Southern Africa
(SOFECSA). The strengthening (depending if a suitable platform is already available) of a
functional SWC platform will enhance the dissemination of SWC knowledge generated in the
region, particularly from universities, up to the farmers’ level. The side event at the 9th ACSS
conference in Cape Town, South Africa built consensus on the way forward for networking in
soil and water management for SADC member countries. Special consideration was given to link
to and or strengthen the existing SADC SWC networks, and link to the University of Zambia,
which has been identified as the Lead centre for CAADP Pillar 1. The existing soil and water
conservation networks (SWCN) were also identified in the different partner countries.

Objectives of the Side Event:
The overall objective of the side event was to increase lesson learning in the Southern African
Development Community countries on soil and water networking activities to improve access
to soil-water information and technologies responsive to development goals.
Specific objectives were to:

1. Share experiences and lessons on networking in soil and water management in Sub-

saharan Africa;
2. Explore networking approaches for improved networking in soil and water management

in SSA;
3. Agree on networking platforms for improving soil and water management in Southern
Africa.
Approach:

The Side event was convened by Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA), University of Zambia
(UNZA), University of Malawi, the Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in
Agriculture (RUFORUM), AFNET and SADC-ICART. Funded by the SADC ICART Programme, a one
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day meeting was held in the form of a side event at the Ninth African Crop Science Society in
Constantia Hall of the Southern Sun Hotel, Cape Town South Africa. At the meeting, Prof. John
Msaky, coordinator of the project delivered welcome remarks and the objectives of the
meeting. Other opening remarks were received from Dr. Jane Alumira on behalf of SADC-ICART
project and Dr. Moses Osiru on behalf of RUFORUM. The meeting also received Remarks from
the University of Zambia (UNZA) who are the current Coordination Unit of African Union —New
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) CAADP Pillar 1 on Land and Water Management.
Adequate time was allowed for participant to discuss all the presentation. Immediately after
this, presentations were received from AFNET by Prof. Daniel Mugendi, the Deputy Vice
Chancellor from Kenyatta University in Kenya; SOFECSA by the Regional Coordinator, Dr. Paul
Mapfumo and on behalf of the Soil Science Society for Eastern Africa (SSSEA) delivered by Prof.
J. Msaky, the Head of Crop Science Department at Sokoine University of Agriculture. The
meeting Programme is included in the Appendix section. The meeting then proceeded into a
guided discussion to explore relevant issues and way forward.

Summary of discussion issues

1. There is a need to link all the existing networks on soil and water networking in the
region to ensure that potential of any existing networks are fully tapped;

2. There is also need to ensure the sustainability of any agreed institutional arrangement
for soil and water networking. Care should be taken not to create a network for sake of
network creation. Lessons from the past would guide against this wayforward;

3. There is need to benefit from experiences of other sub regions on the Continent, the
Sahel region in particular in terms of soil and water management technologies and
practices. Any networking arrangement should avail a mechanism of lesson learning
from existing experiences with water management, particular with regards to
unpredictable rainfall and scarce water;

4. There was agreement that there is a lot of information on the desks of researchers and
other soil and water management practitioners, including extension, that needs to be
move out into good agricultural practices and more needs to be done by university and
NARI researchers;

5. Incentives such as the RUFORUM field attachment programmes that is focused on M.Sc.
students and attaching them to community based organizations to share the outcome
of their research products could assist in dissemination information and knowledge and
the SADC ICART networking window are clear opportunities that should be harnessed.
However, it was agreed that there was need for long term strategies for enhancing
knowledge transfer;

6. Need to improve coordination for better networking;
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7.

10.

11.

RUFORUM is willing to work with all stakeholders to improve innovation that
contributes towards poverty eradication.

Need to ensure that all networks in the region are captured- other networks in the
region including the soil science society for southern Africa (SSSSA) who will be having a
combined conference with the weed science society and crop production society in
South Africa in January of 2010. Participants also mentioned that there were networks
in West Africa as well as Africa wide networks;

SSSEA could be considered as a vehicle for southern African scientist, if their scope was
increased to cover the southern Africa region. Further discussion on this is still required;
Another network that was mentioned as critical was the Southern African Regional
Irrigation Association. Efforts should be made by the networking coordination
mechanism to be articulated to tap into this network;

The SADC land and water management and information network also has a critical role
to play in improving information sharing on soil and water management in the region.

Way forward and next steps:

The meeting agreed on the following:

1.

Need for further consultations, bringing together other partners, such as the national
agricultural research institutions and NGOs in an informal network to deliberate on
issues of soil and water networking in the region. It will be important that a principle of
inclusiveness is used and particular that important actors in soil and water be present
such as University of Zambia as coordination unity for CAADP Pillar 1; SUA as a training
hub for soil and water and SOFECSA, AFNET, SADC etc.;

Need for more discussion to explore all the networks on soil and water on the
continent. These networks should as much as possible be present at future discussion;
Conveyed gratitude to SADC ICART project for funding over 20 scientists to attend the
meeting and supporting other meeting costs;

In the interim, universities can find alternative ways of ensuring information on their
research work is disseminated to stakeholder. For example, Deans of faculty should
consider future electronic dissemination of thesis and student research as a way of
improving information flow;

Need to bring on board the Soil Science Society for South Africa; and,

Finally, it was agreed that another meeting be organized, coordinated by SADC to
inventorise all the existing initiatives and enable further discussions on this issue.
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Meeting Programme

TIME ACTIVITY REMARKS
CHAIRPERSON: Prof. G.Y.K. Kanyama-Phiri
16:00- Welcome Remarks and Objectives Prof. John Msaky
16:10
16:10- Remarks from SADC-ICART Dr. Jane Alumira
16:15
16:15- Remarks from UNZA, Coordination Unit of AU- | Dr. Judith Lungu
16:25 NEPAD CAADP Pillar 1 (Land and Water
Management)
16:25- Remarks from RUFORUM Dr. Moses Osiru
16:35
16:35- Statements from Networks (10 minutes per Network representatives
17:05 Network)
AFNET - Prof. Daniel Mugendi
SOFECSA- Dr. Paul Mapfumo
SSSEA- Prof. J. Msaky
17:05- Key issues arising Dr. Paul Woomer; Dr. Mick
17:10 Mwala; Dr. Oagile Dikinya;
Dr. Nyambilila Amuri
17:10- Discussions Mr. Philip Nyamagafata
17:40 (Moderator)
17:40- Summary and Way forward Prof. Msaky, SUA
18:00
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