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What is the Web 2.0?
Web 2.0

Fram Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The term "Web 2.0 (2004-present) is commonly associated with web applications that facilitate interactive information
sharing, interoperabilty, user-centered design,m and collabaration on the Worid Wide Web. Examples of Wep 2 0 include
wed-ased communities, hosted senvces, wel applications, social-networking sites, video-sharing sites, wikis, blogs,
mashuns, and falksonormies. A Web 2.0 site allows its users to interact with other users or to change website content, in
contrast to non-interactive wehsites where Users are limited t0 the passive viewing of information that is provided to them.

Use of Web 2.0 tools in
Agricultural R&D Information
Systems in the SADC region

Statement or a question?
What would you prefer we do?

This is what web 2.0 feels like... its up to
you the user to decide what you want to do

But for today, let’s do both!

What is the Web 2.0?
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Status of web connectivity in the region

Agricultural institutions and staff have access to
email

More agricultural institutions are gradually getting
access to broadband internet

Situation may significantly improve by mid 2010?
Mobile telephony increasingly playing a role in
constant access to the web for individuals

More AR&D stakeholders are ready to make use
of web2.0 technology

Web and AR4D: context & mindsets

We use the web to find information... but not often as
a medium to provide information to others

Websites usually seem to be not much more than
electronic versions of corporate brochures

The technology is moving so fast... should we bother
trying to catch up?

| need training to be able to use the technology
(again?)

Using Web 2.0 means that | have to be connected to
the Internet 24/7

What can we do today?

e CONTEXT:

*Web2.0 technology does not require you to be online 24/7, but
frequent connection preferred (just like telephony going mobile)

* The more we familiarise ourselves with the technology the more
we benefit from it

« Several initiatives have taken place in the region to promote
greater use of ICT-ICM to promote information exchange in
AR4D (RAILS, SADC-AIMS-ARD; ICART; CTA-Regional
studies & ICM workshop)

» The establishment of electronic networks on AR&D information
management (RAILS Learning Teams, AIMS Committee, LIMS
Task Force & now ZAR4DIN)

» The formation of a Network of AR&D Information Managers in
the SADC region, and their exposure to web 2.0 technologies
(May 2009 onwards)




What can we do today?

TOOLS:

The e-RAILS portal democratising the publishing of
information on the web by AR&D and grassroots organisations
(www.erails.net)

The SADC-AIMS portal (aims.sadc.int) making available a
range of tools, including web 2.0 tools, to facilitate
communication and networking:

Dgroups; News and Events RSS feeds and filtering

GoogleDocs; Wiki; Blog

Directory; Repository

e-Learning platform

Other new tools that are useful for info exchange

AIMS Portal design can also host e-RAILS websites

The AIMS Portal
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Which approach to web 2.0 tools?
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0  Web 2.0 requires that we work as a network around
Geography the information exchange tools — collaborative web;

SADC Region
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How? Join us and learn together! (i)
* Network can (and is) already making use of the
platforms available (e-RAILS & SADC AIMS):
Maintain the network communications using Dgroups
(mailing list & discussion forum)
Put up information through the e-RAILS platform
Establish and maintain a Directory of ARD Institutions
using web 2.0 technology to manage the process that
has traditionally been paper-based
Contributing news and events information which can be
- by _ filtered and re-distributed
=9 VoY LN S e r Contributing to institutional, national & regional
- i : document repositories

SADC Network.of A_\_RD‘rn_lfprmal“)r#E Managers




Join us and lets learn together! (ii) Lesson learnt: What is the Web 2.07?

e Adopt a ‘learn by doing’ approach and share their » My definition:
experiences (peer-learning) to keep updated with the « The Web 2.0 is the
applications of the technology in ARD Information collaborative web

exchange responding to the
Develop Agricultural Information, Communication and information needs of the
Knowledge Management (AICKM) Strategies at individual

institutional, national and regional level

Contribute to the development of the AIMS portal for ... something to look back at in

information exchange in the SADC region 6 monthhs tir:%{‘: acl;t_er your_town
ZARA4DIN and the Network of ARD Information [ﬁ{,ﬂc oo et ASEESS

Managers are complementary




