SADC Emphasizes Investment Opportunities in the Region
SADC held a panel discussion on regional integration and investment with high-ranking representatives from United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID), Australia’s High Commission in the Republic of South Africa, German Embassy in South Africa and African Water Minister’s Council (AMCOW) in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 24 June 2010. 
“We must produce a conducive environment to attract investment, especially in regional infrastructure. Infrastructure is the key factor to facilitate trade and the movement of goods in order to improve the lives of people in our region”, said the Executive Secretary of the Southern African Development Community (SADC), Dr Augusto Tomáz Salomão during the panel discussion at Ke Nako Africa, an initiative of the Department of Sport & Recreation South Africa during the FIFA World Cup in Johannesburg. Together with Reginald Tekateka, TAC Chair from AMCOW, Helen Mealins, Director of DFID in Southern Africa, Peter Budd, Australia’s Deputy High Commissioner to South Africa, and Stephan Klaus Ohme, First Counselor for Development Co-operation at the German Embassy in Pretoria, Dr Salomão discussed regional integration and investment opportunities in the fifteen SADC Member States. 

“There is ample opportunity for a whole range of industries to invest in the Region. The availability of doing business in southern Africa is improving steadily – not least because it’s a stable region. This is why DFID supports regional integration programmes”, DFID Director Helen Mealins highlighted. Dr Salomão added that the priority sectors for investment are communications, energy, water, transport and tourism. A current major project major project is the Kazungula bridge over the Zambezi which will link Botswana and Zambia

Infrastructure development is of special importance in the water sector due to the challenges posed by climate change: “Studies are showing that water will be the medium through which climate change impact will be most felt. You cannot deal with climate change if you don’t have the adequate infrastructure”, Reginald Tekateka, TAC Chair from the African Water Minister Council, emphasized – underlining the progress SADC is making in water infrastructure development. 

Dr Salomão also held bilateral talks with Germany’s Federal Minister for Economic Cooperation and Development, Dr Nick Niebel and took a guided tour of the Ke Nako Africa- the Exhibition where SADC has a stand.
SADC is part of the initiative which runs throughout the duration of the 2010 FIFA World Cup at the International Football Village, located at the Birchwood Hotel and Conference Centre. 
Already attracting an average of about 3 000 visitors a day, the Ke Nako Africa concept features two main elements: Ke Nako Africa – the Exhibition, which is a platform for actors from Africa and the world, and the Ke Nako Africa Programme, where political meetings, cultural events, youth activities, and discussion forums on topics such as water, sanitation and hygiene, energy, sport and business, ICT, and investment are organized.

On the same day SADC’s Director of Infrastructure and Services, Mr Remmy Makumbe, also highlighted the Region’s investment opportunities in a key note address he gave at the Festival of Africa Investment Summit in Merlose Arch also in Johannesburg. Festival of Africa is an event that is showcasing the continent’s tourism, cultural and business opportunities, as well as act as a venue for the hosting of VIPs in the business, government, arts, media and investment sectors during the 2010 FIFA World Cup.
The two initiatives are part of the various activities under SADC 2010, an investment promotion programme launched  by the Region’s Heads of States and Government on 8 September 2010 during their 29th Summit in Kinshasa, the Democratic Republic of Congo. The programme is designed to raise awareness about SADC and promote sustainable investment into the Region at the backdrop of the 2010 CAF Africa Cup of Nations held in Angola and the ongoing FIFA World Cup in South Africa.

